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SCENE 1 - SATURDAY NIGHT

(As the play starts we see Mandy in 
the kitchen. She is 38 years old, 

)a successful and powerful woman.

(The set is the open living area of 
a one bedroom apartment in the 
suburbs of London. It is 
modern/minimalist and clean, very 

)clean!. It's 6 pm.

(Mandy has the phone on her ear and 
at the same time she is looking at 

)a receipt book on the kitchen top.

MANDY
Mother! I've looked at this 100 times and I do not see how 
adding the extra flour will make a difference?

( )She listens to the response.

MANDY (CONT'D)
That's it! I'm doomed! 

(She slams the spoon she has in her 
)had in a very dramatic manner.

MANDY (CONT'D)
I'm calling the whole thing off!

( )She listens more.

MANDY (CONT'D)
Mother, I am not being melodramatic!

(She does a melodramatic gesture 
)with her hair.

MANDY (CONT'D)
My dinner party is ruined and all because the dam 
vol-au-vents! I'm locking the door and won't let anyone in, 
and that's final!

(She puts the phone down on the 
work top, speaks as she goes over 

)towards the door.

MANDY (CONT'D)
I'm walking towards the door right now, I'm almost there!

(She speaks towards the phone on 
)the kitchen work top.

MANDY (CONT'D)
Yes that's right, now I'm at the door and I'm locking it!
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( )She locks the door.

MANDY (CONT'D)
And I'm putting the key away now!

(She puts the key in the drawer of 
the entrance table. Starts to walk 

)back to the kitchen.

MANDY (CONT'D)
That's it, I've locked the door and no one is coming in, not 
tonight! Oh no, there will be no dinner party here.

(Gets back to the kitchen and picks 
)up the phone, listens.

MANDY (CONT'D)
I am not being melodramatic! Will you please stop saying 
that!

( )Stands there listening.

MANDY (CONT'D)
Yes?... Right?

( )She walks towards the fridge.

MANDY (CONT'D)
Well of course I have white wine mother!

( )She listens more.

MANDY (CONT'D)
Right?... Yes? I've taken the wine out... Yes?...

(She listens following instructions 
being given by her mother on the 

)phone.

MANDY (CONT'D)
Yes, I have a large wine glass, Why?... Ok I'm taking the 
large wine glass out... and pour the wine in... You what?

(She stops at what her mother has 
)just said.

MANDY (CONT'D)
Mother, take this seriously!

( )She listens.

MANDY (CONT'D)
I do not need a drink! What I need is support from my mother 
in a moment of crises! Because I'm not sure you've noticed 
but right now my dinner party has been canceled and I am 
about to melt down!
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( )Stops and listens.

MANDY (CONT'D)
Mother!

( )She listens more.

MANDY (CONT'D)
Right, I see you are not taking this seriously, so I'm 
hanging up and I'm placing a big sign at the door saying 
"DINNER PARTY RUINED AND NOW YOU NEED TO GO BACK AND EAT AT 
HOME, INSIDE, WOMAN HAVING A NERVOUS BREAKDOWN!"

(She puts one hand over her 
forehead and collapses on a stool 

)in the kitchen.

MANDY (CONT'D)
No, I am not being melodramatic!

( )The door bell rings.

MANDY (CONT'D)
( )shouting towards the door.

Go away! There is no dinner party here!

(Door bell rings again, she turns 
)to the phone.

MANDY (CONT'D)
hang on mother, there's someone at the door and I need to get 
rid of them... What do you mean is Chris? How do you know 
that?

( )The door rings again.

MANDY (CONT'D)
( )shouts.

Go away! I'm having a nervous breakdown!

(The door bell rings several times. 
She walks towards the door with 
the phone on her ear. She opens it 
and sees Chris, her brother, 

)standing there with a plastic bag.

CHRIS
Hi Sis!

(He walks in and takes his coat off 
and puts it on the sofa. Mandy 
walks behind him and picks up the 
coat with two fingers and takes it 
to a cupboard next to the 
entrance, she opens it and hangs 
it. Meanwhile Chris has gone to 
the kitchen and place the bag on 
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the top and started to sniff 
around the food which has been 

)prepared.

MANDY
Mother, how did you know it was Chris at the door?...(she 
listens) I don't need his help! How is he going to help me? 

CHRIS
I brought you some vol-au-vents...

MANDY
He brought me what?

( )She listens to the phone.

MANDY (CONT'D)
Mother, I will not have pre-made products in my house, and 
you know it!

CHRIS
(takes the vol-au-vents out of the packet 

)and looks for a tray.
In less than 15 minutes they will be ready....

MANDY
Chris, stop! Do not insert pre-fabricated vol-au-vents into 
my oven!

(Chris stops, Mandy talks on the 
)phone.

MANDY (CONT'D)
Mother, I will not use them and that's that! The dinner party 
is canceled!

CHRIS
I think you are being a little melodramatic...

MANDY
I am not being...

(She stops and listens to her 
)mother.

MANDY (CONT'D)
What?

(She listens, then passes the phone 
to Chris, he turns around to 

)speak.

CHRIS
Hi Mum... Yes I know... I will, don't worry...Yes, I will do 
my best... Thanks.

(He hands over the phone to Mandy 
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and goes to the oven and places 
)the vol-au-vents into the oven.

MANDY
Stop!

(She listens to her mother on the 
phone and at the same time watches 

)Chris put the food in the oven.

MANDY (CONT'D)
Mother! You are impossible! Good bey!

(She hangs up and watches Chris. He 
)turns around and see her.

CHRIS
What?

MANDY
Seriously, you and mother drive me crazy!

CHRIS
Mandy, no one is going to notice that the vol-au-vents are 
pre-cooked, trust me! And I think most people would forgive 
their friends for using the occasionally pre-fabricated food 
at a dinner party...

MANDY
Not at my dinner party!

CHRIS
Will you relax please! What's important it's to have your 
friends round for dinner, not whether or not you cooked the 
dammed things!

MANDY
Chris! It's a dinner party! You are meant to cook the food, 
not just heat it up! Otherwise it would be a "heat it up" 
party!

CHRIS
Yes, and the clue is also on the word party! You are meant to 
have a good time!

MANDY
How can I have a good time when everything has gone wrong!

CHRIS
What else has gone wrong?

MANDY
Everything!

CHRIS
Like what?
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MANDY
Look at the house, it's a mess!

(Chris looks around at the house 
)which is immaculate.

CHRIS
Where?

MANDY
There!

(She points at the plastic bag 
Chris has left from the shopping 

)he brought.

CHRIS
Are you serious?

MANDY
And the kitchen is a mess!

(She points at the glass of wine 
and the empty box from the food he 

)put in the oven.

CHRIS
Sis, seriously, you need to take a chill pill!

MANDY
( )she walks away from him.

I knew this was a bad idea!

(Chris goes to the work top and 
picks up the plastic bag. He then 
goes and picks the box and puts 

)them in the bin.

MANDY (CONT'D)
NO!

( )He stops.

CHRIS
What?

MANDY
That is not the recycling bin!

CHRIS
Jesus Mandy, it's only a bit of paper and plastic.

MANDY
Yes, and because of people like you this planet is on the 
brink of destruction! We must save the planet!

(Chris looks at her in a wired kind 
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)a way.

CHRIS
Yea... Whatever. Anyhow, there you have it, it's tidy and 
ready for the guest...

MANDY
I'm not having a dinner party!

CHRIS
Mandy, you can't just turn people away.

MANDY
Oh yes I can.

CHRIS
No you can't. Everything is ready...

MANDY
Not everything!

CHRIS
What now?

MANDY
I'm not ready!

CHRIS
Well go and get ready!

(She looks at Chris then at the 
)watch.

MANDY
There is not enough time...

CHRIS
Enough time for what?

MANDY
To get ready!

(He takes her by the arm and walks 
)her towards the bedroom door.

CHRIS
You are going to get ready now and you will be ready for 
people in 10 minutes!

MANDY
Wait!

( )They stops.

CHRIS
What now?
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MANDY
The glass still there.

(He looks around and see the glass 
of wine. He looks at her, then at 

)the wine.

CHRIS
Are you serious?

MANDY
I cannot go and get ready when I know there is a mess in the 
kitchen!

(He looks at her and then goes back 
to the kitchen and picks up the 

)glass.

MANDY (CONT'D)
Just pour it down the sink and then place the glass on the 
top section of the dishwasher on the third row form the 
back...

(He walks to the sink and is about 
to pour down the drink, looks at 
it and drinks it in one shot. Then 
places the glass in the 

)dishwasher.

MANDY (CONT'D)
No, that's the fourth row, needs to go on the third...

(Chris moves the glass down one row 
and closes the door. Goes to 

)Mandy.

CHRIS
Now, to your bedroom and make yourself ready!

(She walks up to the door and turns 
)around and looks at the house.

CHRIS (CONT'D)
Mandy!

MANDY
Ok! I'm going...

(She turns around and tries to 
look, Chris runs and stands in 
front of her. She tries to see 

)through him.

CHRIS
Mandy!
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MANDY
OK! But... Will you stay for dinner? I need you...

CHRIS
( )looks at her.

Yes, I will but please go and get ready!

MANDY
I need to set one more place...

(She tries to go to do this, Chris 
)stops her.

CHRIS
I'll do this, please go!

MANDY
Ok, but make sure you use the same cutlery and crockery, we 
don't want to have a miss match...

CHRIS
Go!

(She goes out. Chris goes back to 
the kitchen and checks on the 
oven. Then walks around and taste 
some of the food and burns 
himself. As he does he drops the 

)spoon and makes a mess.

MANDY
( )coming out of the bedroom.

What are you doing? Everything alright?

CHRIS
( )tries to cover up the mess he's made.

Yes... what are you doing not ready!

MANDY
I heard a noise...

CHRIS
Just go back to the bedroom and get ready!

MANDY
Are you sure everything is alright?

CHRIS
Mandy!

MANDY
Ok, I'm gone!

(She goes out again. Chris turns 
around and looks at the mess, he 
opens a few cupboards until he 
finds a cleaning cloth and starts 
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to clean the floor. As he does he 
looses his balance and tries to 
hold onto the work top and 
accidentally knocks a bowl with 
crisps and they spill all over the 

)living room floor.

CHRIS
Shit!

( )Mandy shouts from her bedroom.

MANDY
( )off stage

What's going on?

CHRIS
Nothing!

(He panics and starts to pick up 
the crisps with his hands, as he 
does he steps on others and makes 

)more of a mess.

CHRIS (CONT'D)
Sis, where do you keep your Hoover?

(Mandy comes out with her skirt on 
)but now blouse, just her bra.

MANDY
What are you doing?

( )She sees the mess.

MANDY (CONT'D)
Oh my god!

CHRIS
Don't panic...

MANDY
Don't panic? Have you gone insane! Look at the mess!

CHRIS
Please Mandy go back and get ready, I have it all under 
control...

MANDY
Oh no, mess... Oh no...

(She walks across and tries not to 
step onto the mess, she sees the 

)mess on the kitchen floor.
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MANDY (CONT'D)
Oh no, more mess... On no!

(She looks spaced out and like a 
robot goes to a cupboard and takes 

)out the Hoover.

MANDY (CONT'D)
I must clean this mess...

CHRIS
Mandy, will you please stop, I will clean it up, you go and 
get ready...

MANDY
( )looks at him.

Stop? Stop?

( )She starts to laugh hysterically.

MANDY (CONT'D)
Do you want me to stop? The house is a mess, the food is a 
disaster and I have dinner guest arriving in 10 minutes and 
you want me to stop?

CHRIS
The house is not a mess, the food is not a disaster...

( )The door bell rings.

CHRIS (CONT'D)
And the guest are here...

MANDY
Oh my god, oh my god, oh my god!

CHRIS
Mandy, stop!

( )She stops and looks at him.

CHRIS (CONT'D)
You are going to give yourself a heart attack!

MANDY
I'd rather that than the humiliation of a disastrous dinner 
party...

CHRIS
My god, you really are melodramatic! Mandy, you need to learn 
to relax, everything will be fine.

MANDY
( )collapse on the sofa.

Relax? Everything will be ok?

(She looks around at the mess the 
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)door bell rings again.

CHRIS
Ah, yes the guests, shall we let them in?

(He starts to walk towards the door 
)and Mandy jumps to stop him.

MANDY
No!

CHRIS
No?

MANDY
No, they can't come in, we need to clear the mess...

CHRIS
Mandy...

MANDY
Now!

CHRIS
Jesus! You are so...

MANDY
Don't say it!

(She rushes to grab the Hoover and 
)starts to vacuum.

CHRIS
( )looking at the door.

We'll be with you in a minute...

JON
( )from outside.

Chris? What's going on?

MANDY
( )shouting.

One moment please...

(Pointing at the mess in the 
)kitchen.

MANDY (CONT'D)
( )whispering.

Clean the mess in the kitchen!

CHRIS
Hang on Jon...

(He goes to the kitchen and starts 
to mop up the mess. Mandy finishes 
to vacuum the crisps up and puts 
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the Hoover away. She finishes what 
)Chris is doing.

MANDY
( )to Chris

Fluff the cushions!

(Chris leaves her and goes over the 
the sofa and fluffs the cushions. 

)The door bell rings again.

JON
Hello?

MANDY
( )hysterically.

One moment please!

(She walks towards the door and 
stops at the sofa and moves the 
cushions around and then looks at 
them and places them back the way 
they were. She walks towards the 
door and then over to a picture 
and moves it straight even though 

)it is already straight.

CHRIS
Mandy...

MANDY
( )turns around.

What?

(She spots a cloth on the kitchen 
)work top and runs to put it away.

MANDY (CONT'D)
Well spotted! 

CHRIS
No, I meant you should...

(She rushes back to the door and 
)Chris speaks.

CHRIS (CONT'D)
Put something on...

(She doesn't listen and opens the 
)door to Jon and Karen.

MANDY
Jon, Karen! How lovely to see you, come in...

( )Jon stands there looking at her.
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JON
Did we miss something? Is it fancy dress?

MANDY
What?

CHRIS
Mandy...

(She turns to look at Chris who 
indicates she is on her bra. She 

)turns to look at Jon.

MANDY
Are you coming in or not!

( )Jon and Karen walk in.

MANDY (CONT'D)
Let me take your coats...

(She takes their coats and puts 
them on the cupboard where she 

)placed Chris'.

CHRIS
Jon, Karen, so good to see you guys...

( )Chris shakes Jon's hand.

JON
How are you mate?

CHRIS
Good, thanks and you?

JON
Great. Are you joining us for dinner?

CHRIS
Yes, Mandy invited me...

( )Gives Karen a kiss.

KAREN
Good to see you Chris, you are looking good.

CHRIS
Thanks.

(Mandy comes back. Jon and Karen 
look at her not sure how to react 
to the fact she doesn't have a 

)blouse.
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MANDY
Have a sit, what would you like to drink?

JON
I'll have a beer, thanks.

KAREN
And some white wine for me please Mandy.

MANDY
Coming right up...

CHRIS
Let me do the drinks.

MANDY
No, you don't know where things are and you make a mess. 
Beside you are a guest too.

CHRIS
Oh cheers sis, I'll have a beer then.

(She gives him a look and goes to 
the kitchen and takes out 2 beers 
from the fridge and 2 glasses then 
takes out the wine and pours a 

)glass for Karen.

CHRIS (CONT'D)
It's really nice to see you again Karen, it's been awhile...

KAREN
Yes, I think a year.

CHRIS
Really? Is it that long?

JON
Yes, since the last dinner party...

CHRIS
( )looking embarrassed.

Ah, yes... Well that is a long time...

KAREN
Indeed...

(There is a silence. Mandy comes 
)with a tray and the drinks.

MANDY
Here we are... White wine for Karen...

(She places it like you would in a 
)bar placing a coaster first.
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MANDY (CONT'D)
And two beers for the gentleman...

(She places two coasters one for 
each glass and then two others one 

)for each bottle.

MANDY (CONT'D)
( )to Chris.

And try not to spill any please...

(She goes to the kitchen and puts 
the tray back and picks up the 
bowl that had the crisps and 

)brings it to the table.

MANDY (CONT'D)
Crisps?

(She stands back. They look at the 
)empty bowl.

(There is a silence. Jon pours some 
of his beer and places the bottle 
off the coaster. Mandy see this 
and picks it up and puts it back 

)on the coaster.

JON
Sorry...

MANDY
Oh, that's ok, it's good wood but you can still get a ring 
mark from bottles...

(She goes to the kitchen and picks 
up a cloth and a spray and comes 
back and sprays where he put the 
bottle and cleans it with the 

)cloth.

MANDY (CONT'D)
Better to tackle stains right away...

(They look at her. The door bell 
)rings again.

MANDY (CONT'D)
Oh! More guests!

CHRIS
I'll get it...

( )He is about to stand up.
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MANDY
Sit down!

(She walks to the door and is about 
to open it when she realizes she 
has the cloth and spray on her 

)hand. Goes back to the kitchen.

MANDY (CONT'D)
( )with a false laughter.

Silly me! I nearly welcome my guest with a cloth and spray 
bottle in my hand, how rude!

KAREN
Yes...

(She goes back, looks at her self 
in the mirror and fixes her bra 
and her hair, looks at Jon, Karen 
and Chris who are looking at her 
and she smiles back. Then opens 

)the door.

MANDY
Welcome!

(At the door is Derek and Emma who 
)look very confused.

DEREK
Hi Mandy...

EMMA
Did we miss something?

MANDY
Sorry?

( )Emma indicates she has no blouse.

MANDY (CONT'D)
Oh, no dear, this is the latest in fashion.

( )She hurries them in.

DEREK
Really?

MANDY
Derek, since when do you understand about woman's fashion?

EMMA
I've not seen...

MANDY
( )quickly interrupting her.

Let me take your coats. You know Jon and Karen, and my 
(MORE)
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brother Chris...

(She takes their coats and puts 
)them away in the cupboard.

DEREK
Yes, how are you?

( )They all shake hands and kiss.

JON
Good, thanks. And you?

DEREK
Great, thanks.

CHRIS
Nice to see you again.

EMMA
Yes, it's lovely to see you too Chris.

KAREN
Hi Emma, good to see you.

EMMA
You too...

( )Mandy comes over.

MANDY
Right, take a sit. What would you like to drink?

( )Derek looks at the beer.

DEREK
Oh, I think I'll have a beer please Mandy.

EMMA
And I'll have a wine too.

MANDY
Coming right up!

(She goes to the kitchen and 
)prepares the drinks.

EMMA
So, how long has it been since we last saw you guys?

CHRIS
( )embarrassed.

A year ago...

EMMA
Oh yes, a year ago...
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( )There is a silence.

DEREK
Hey, time flies when you are having fun!

JON
It sure does...

(There is another silence. Mandy 
comes back with the drinks and 
serves them as before with the 

)coasters.

MANDY
Here we go one beer...

DEREK
Oh thanks, I don't need a glass.

MANDY
Oh, I think you should have a glass...

DEREK
No honestly I don't need one.

MANDY
No, you do.

DEREK
I can drink out of the bottle...

CHRIS
( )breaking in before Mandy answers.

Have a glass mate, they are free!

( )Derek looks confused.

DEREK
Ok, I'll have a glass...

(Mandy pours the beer into Derek's 
glass and then makes sure she does 
not spill any form the bottle, 

)wipes the top with her skirt.

MANDY
And a white wine...

EMMA
I don't need a glass either!

(She starts to laugh, everyone 
)laugh.

MANDY
Don't be stupid Emma, how will you drink it otherwise!
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( )They stop.

EMMA
It was a joke...

MANDY
Oh, I see... Well you never know people's wired drinking 
habits...

( )There is an awkward silence.

MANDY (CONT'D)
Anyway, do have a crisp...

(She walks back to the kitchen and 
puts the tray down. Derek and Emma 
look at the empty bowl. Christ 
indicates not to say anything. 

)Mandy comes back and stands.

CHRIS
Here sit down...

MANDY
No, thank you I am perfectly fine standing.

CHRIS
( )sits back again.

Ok...

( )There is another awkward silence.

DEREK
So, what's for dinner, I'm staving!

(Mandy looks at them in panic, they 
)all look at her.

JON
Well?

MANDY
We are having... Roast duck and marinated vegetable in a bed 
of creamy slowly nurtured mash potatoes...

KAREN
That sounds lovely...

MANDY
Yes, it does...

( )There is a silence.

EMMA
Are we having any star...

( )Mandy interrupts her.
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MANDY
And for desert, a oven beaked creme-brule dressed with home 
made vanilla ice cream and bathed in amaretto to perfection. 
Served hot.

KAREN
Sounds impressive...

( )There is a silence.

DEREK
Is there a star...

( )Mandy interrupts him.

MANDY
Accompanied by the fines Italian wines, of course.

DEREK
Oh, I hope you have more beer, I'm not a wine drinker...

(Mandy looks at him in arrogance 
)and speaks in a firm voice.

MANDY
Yes, of course, although I would strongly suggest you drink 
the wine...

( )Pause.

JON
So there is no starter?

(Silence, Mandy looks at all of 
)them.

MANDY
Well of course there is a starter...

( )Silence, they all look at Mandy.

MANDY (CONT'D)
Why wouldn't there be a starter....

( )Silence.

MANDY (CONT'D)
There are always starters at dinner parties...

( )Silence.

EMMA
So what is it?

(Silence, Mandy looks at them and 
)then takes a deep breath.
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MANDY
Prawns in a rich creamy sauce served in ...

( )Pause. They look at Mandy.

KAREN
Served in...

MANDY
(takes a deep breath and says it in a very 

)dramatic tone.
Vol-au-vents!

(They all look at each other. 
)Silence.

DEREK
What's a vol-au-vent?

MANDY
Oh god!

EMMA
It's a pastry like a Yorkshire pud but smaller.

DEREK
So we are having prawns with mini Yorkshire puds?

MANDY
(she is about to loose her patience with 

)Derek.
Seriously?

DEREK
What?

MANDY
Ah vol-au-vent is not like a Yorkshire pudding, it requires 
much more art and craft when you are making them!

EMMA
You made the vol-au-vents? 

(Silence. Mandy looks in panic and 
not sure how to answer. They all 
look at her. Chris breaks the 

)silence.

CHRIS
Well...

(Mandy looks at Chris as if to say 
)shut up.

MANDY
Everything I cooked for you today is my own creation.
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KAREN
Really? I'm impressed.

EMMA
Me too, I didn't know you can make vol-au-vents? I always 
used the ones from the pack. But I bet you can tell the 
difference...

MANDY
Of course you can!

( )She stops and think.

MANDY (CONT'D)
But may be not on these ones, I follow a recipe from Jaime 
Oliver, so they are bound to taste common, like from the 
packet...

( )There is a silence.

MANDY (CONT'D)
Well, it is getting chili in here, I think I'm going to put 
on a cardigan on top of my really expensive Braouse

KAREN
Braouse?

MANDY
Yes, that's what they are called, Braouse, they are like a 
bra but they are really a blouse. Dam good in the summer, may 
be not so good in the spring...

( )There is a silence.

MANDY (CONT'D)
May be that is why they had only one, not selling well yet... 
I guess everyone in the summer will be wearing one...

( )Pause.

MANDY (CONT'D)
I'll get my cardigan and then we can have dinner!

(She starts to walk towards the 
)bedroom.

MANDY (CONT'D)
After all, it's a dinner party right!

(As she is about to walk out Derek 
puts his beer on the table. She 
turns around and walks back. Picks 
it up and places it on the 

)coaster.
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MANDY (CONT'D)
Better to keep it on the coaster...

(She goes and gets the cloth and 
spray and comes back and starts to 

)clean up.

MANDY (CONT'D)
These marks are hard to get out once they've settle...

(They watch her. She finishes and 
then walks back to the kitchen and 

)put the stuff away.

MANDY (CONT'D)
There. I'll go and get my cardigan...

( )She talks as she walks out.

MANDY (CONT'D)
Do have a crisp...

(She goes out. There is a silence. 
They all look at each other. Emma 
has her wine on her hand and is 

)going to palace it on the table.

MANDY (CONT'D)
( )from outside.

Coaster please!

(Emma stops and places the drink on 
the coaster carefully. There is a 
silence and they all smile 

)falsely.

DEREK
( )breaking the silence.

She needs to get laid!

LIGHTS OUT

SCENE 2 - AFTER THE STARTER

(They are all sitting around the 
table except for Mandy who is 

)hovering around the table.

MANDY
Everyone done?

CHRIS
Yes, thanks Sis, that was great!
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EMMA
Yes, and I know what you mean by testing like the ones from 
Sainsbury's, that Jaime Oliver has some good recipes...

MANDY
Well, yes... That's Jaime Oliver for you!

( )She starts to collect the plates.

KAREN
Let us help you clear the table...

(She stops Karen by pushing her 
)back onto her chair.

MANDY
NO!

( )They all look surprised.

MANDY (CONT'D)
There is really no need for you to help, please sit down.

(Chris signals to all that it is 
best to stay sitting. Mandy starts 

)to clear the plates.

DEREK
So Chris, how's the job...

CHRIS
Well, not so good actually...

MANDY
( )from the kitchen.

He was sacked 3 moths ago!

CHRIS
I took sabbatical...

MANDY
They found porn in his computer so they sacked him.

CHRIS
Mandy! Really? I'm sure this fine people don't want to know 
about my personal affairs!

( )Turns to them.

CHRIS (CONT'D)
It was not porn, I was doing some research on the current 
exploitation of women on the net.

EMMA
Oh, were you working as a journalist?
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CHRIS
Well no, not really...I was a telephone-sales rep...

JON
So how comes you were doing research on "Woman's exploitation 
on the net"?

( )They all look at him.

CHRIS
Look, when you do a job like that, anything helps to pass 
time!

(Mandy comes over with a portable 
Hoover and starts to vacuum the 
table. They all look at her while 

)she does this. She stops.

JON
So are you looking for work at the moment?

(Mandy spots some crumbs and 
vacuums them up. They look at her 

)waiting to stop.

CHRIS
I have but it's hard when you...

(Mandy again starts to vacuum. They 
)wait.

CHRIS (CONT'D)
It's hard when you know there is so much more out there.

DEREK
What would you...

(Mandy starts to vacuum another 
corner of the table. Chris takes 

)the Hoover away from her.

CHRIS
Mandy stop!

MANDY
Well, the table is quite messy, we cannot have our main when 
there are crumbs all over the table.

CHRIS
Yes, but I think you have hoovered them all up!

( )She looks around the table.

MANDY
Yes, I guess so... Right are we ready for mains?
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DEREK
We were ready 10 minutes ago!

LIGHTS OUT.

SCENE 3 - AFTER THE MAIN

(Mandy is hovering around the table 
as in the previous scene. They are 
all just finishing. Slowly they 
all place their folks and knifes 

)down.

MANDY
Right, that's everyone done...

(She starts to clear the plates. 
Everyone sits there not sure how 
to react to this. There is an 
awkward silence while Mandy picks 
plates and takes them to the 
kitchen. Suddenly on her way back 
to pick up more plates Derek 
brushes some of the crumbs around 

)him onto the floor.

MANDY (CONT'D)
No!

( )They all jump.

KAREN
What?

MANDY
Do not brush the crumbs onto the floor!

KAREN
I didn't...

MANDY
Not you, him!

( )She points at Derek.

DEREK
You what?

MANDY
I saw you push the crumbs onto the floor!

DEREK
What are you talking about?

( )She get close to him.
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MANDY
You did! I saw you...

( )She looks closely at the floor.

MANDY (CONT'D)
Aha! There!

( )Derek looks down.

DEREK
Are you serious?

MANDY
Excuse me! Do you know how hard it is to get crumbs out of 
the gaps in the floor? It is virtually impossible!

DEREK
Ok, now you are scaring me...

MANDY
It's true!

CHRIS
Ok, we'll pick up the crumbs...

(Chris starts to walk towards the 
)kitchen.

MANDY
I will do it!

(She rushes to the kitchen and as 
she does she pushes Jon who has a 
glass of wine in his hand and 
spills it over himself and the 

)table. Mandy stops in her track.

JON
Shit! What's wrong with you woman!

MANDY
My table!

JON
You table? What about my suit!

(Karen gets up to go and get a 
)cloth.

KAREN
Do you have a cloth?

MANDY
My table! No! Sit! 

(Chris is now in the kitchen and 
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brings over the Hoover and a cloth 
)he found.

CHRIS
Here...

MANDY
My Table!

JON
My Suit!

(She sees Chris putting the cloth 
on the table and she runs to stop 

)him.

MANDY
No! Not that cloth!

(As she does she now pushes Emma as 
well and at the same time more 
drinks get spilled all over the 

)table and the chairs.

EMMA
Bloody Hell!

MANDY
No! My table, my chairs! My cloth!

EMMA
My dress!

( )Derek stands up.

DEREK
Everybody just come down!

(Mandy sees him stand where the 
)crumbs where.

MANDY
The crumbs!

DEREK
You what?

MANDY
You are standing on the crumbs!

(She rushes to push him out of the 
way and as she does he falls 
backwards and trips on the chair 

)falling and braking it.
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DEREK
Fuck!

MANDY
Language!

( )She looks at Derek on the floor.

MANDY (CONT'D)
My Chair!

( )Emma rushes to see Derek.

DEREK
My fucking back!

MANDY
Language!

( )She looks around. Everyone stops.

MANDY (CONT'D)
My chair! My floor! My Table! My Chairs! My Cloth!

(They all look at her as a mad 
)woman. Karen comes over to Mandy.

KAREN
( )trying to put an arm around her.

Come down Mand...

( )Mandy pushes her away.

MANDY
Get out of my house!

CHRIS
Mandy...

MANDY
Get out of my house!

CHRIS
Mandy come down...

MANDY
I said get out of my house!

(She takes the Hoover and starts to 
vacuum the crumbs on the floor and 
maniacally starts to clean up the 

)mess.

JON
Let's get out of here... I told you it was a bad idea.

(Chris goes to get their coats. 



31.

They all gather around the door 
putting their coats on and 

)watching Mandy.

CHRIS
I'm so sorry...

KAREN
Don't worry Chris is not your fault...

DEREK
Yea mate, you just have a fucking nutter for a sister...

( )Emma hits Derek.

DEREK (CONT'D)
What? It's true, the woman either needs to be put in a 
hospital or get her a man to give her a good seen to and 
unknot her from the inside!

EMMA
Stop it Derek!

JON
No, I agree, she needs a shrink or to get laid!

(They all look at Chris who is 
)looking at Mandy.

JON (CONT'D)
Sorry mate, we didn't mean...

( )He turns around.

CHRIS
No, you are right, she needs help.

KAREN
Sorry Chris, she is a nice person but every day is getting 
worse, she's going to end up with no friends at this rate.

CHRIS
I know...

KAREN
Look, I know someone who may be able to help...

CHRIS
Thanks...

KAREN
He's a good sphycietrist and I think he can help her, let me 
know, ok?

CHRIS
I will.
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JON
See you mate, and take care...

CHRIS
See you. I guess I'll see you at the next dinner party...

(There is an awkward laugh. They go 
)out.

EMMA
Take care...

DEREK
I know a good rent boy if the shrink doesn't work...

EMMA
Derek!

DEREK
See ya mate.

(Chris closes the door and turns 
around to see Mandy who is still 
cleaning the table from the spill. 
He goes to the kitchen and takes a 
beer out and sits on a kitchen 
stool watching Mandy. He drinks. 
Mandy ignores him and after a few 

)moments Chris speaks.

CHRIS
Mandy...

( )She ignores him and continues.

CHRIS (CONT'D)
Mandy? Sis?

( )She ignores him.

CHRIS (CONT'D)
Hello? Earth calling Mandy Planet?

( )She ignores him.

CHRIS (CONT'D)
( )louder.

Mandy! Stop!

(She ignores him. He tries to get 
her attention by moving his arms 
around her and is as if he was 
invisible. He goes back to the 
breakfast bar and sits on the 
stool and thinks. He looks at the 
bottle and then at Mandy and 
slowly walks to the sofa, sits and 
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holds the beer bottle with two 
fingers over the table and slowly 
brings it to the table and places 
the bottle on it. Mandy stops and 

)comes over.

MANDY
Coasters please!

(She puts a coaster under the 
)bottle and Chris grabs her arm.

CHRIS
Mandy, please stop!

( )She looks at him for a moment.

CHRIS (CONT'D)
( )softer.

Please stop...

( )She looks at him.

CHRIS (CONT'D)
Can you please sit for a moment...

(She slowly sits on the sofa next 
)to him. She looks at him.

MANDY
It was a disaster...

CHRIS
Mandy...

(He holds her hands. Her lip starts 
to tremble as if she is going to 

)cry.

CHRIS (CONT'D)
This has got to stop. You cannot go on like this...

MANDY
It's so hard...

CHRIS
No, it's not. 

MANDY
It's easy for you to say...

CHRIS
Look, you need to relax, let go...

MANDY
I can't!
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CHRIS
Why?

MANDY
If I do, I loose control...

CHRIS
I think you lost control already...

MANDY
( )she looks at him.

You don't know what is like...

CHRIS
I want to know!

( )Pause. She looks at him.

MANDY
Do you remember Rob?

CHRIS
Yes, I remember Rob...

MANDY
Well, we broke up 15 years ago...

CHRIS
Yes, I know.

MANDY
Nobody knows why we broke up....

( )She turns her head away.

CHRIS
I thought it was because he moved away...

( )She turns to look at him again.

MANDY
No Chris, he didn't move away, I made that up...

CHRIS
Why?

MANDY
I thought Rob and I were the perfect couple. But one day he 
told me... He told me that sex was not perfect...

CHRIS
You what?

MANDY
He thought... We could be better at sex! It was not perfect!
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CHRIS
Seriously?

MANDY
And he was right, it was not perfect...

CHRIS
So? most people don't have prefect sex.

MANDY
But I wanted to give him everything perfect, I wanted us to 
have a perfect relationship, a perfect marriage, a perfect 
family, a perfect life...

CHRIS
But life is not perfect...

MANDY
I tried to make it perfect after that... But it was never 
good enough...

CHRIS
So you broke up?

MANDY
He broke up with me...

CHRIS
Sis, I had no idea...

MANDY
No one did. I couldn't bring myself to tell anyone the 
truth... That I was dumped by my perfect boyfriend. That I 
didn't have a perfect life... Since then all I want is 
perfection...

( )Pause. Mandy looks down.

CHRIS
You need help...

MANDY
No!

CHRIS
Mandy, you need help...

MANDY
I said no! I don't need help!

CHRIS
Mandy...

MANDY
No Chris!



36.

CHRIS
Why not?

MANDY
Because I'm not crazy!

CHRIS
I didn't say you were...

MANDY
But you've thought about it!

CHRIS
I don't think you are crazy, I just think...

MANDY
I said no! and that's end of it.

CHRIS
Will you at least think about it?

MANDY
No!

CHRIS
Please?

MANDY
No! And you'd better not mention it again or you are not 
coming back to this house!

( )Pause. Chris looks at her.

CHRIS
I'm just trying to help...

MANDY
Then do it by not taking me to a shrink... I am not crazy...

( )He looks at her.

CHRIS
I know...

MANDY
Just be here, with me...

CHRIS
I'm always here...

MANDY
I know...

( )They hug. Chris looks at her.
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CHRIS
Look, I don't think anyone knows what perfect sex is like...

MANDY
( )looking to the kitchen.

Fire!

CHRIS
Yes, I guess you could say it's like fire, it should be like 
fire...

MANDY
No, the kitchen is on fire!

(He turns around and there is smoke 
coming out of the oven. They look 

)at each other.

MANDY (CONT'D)
The Duck!

CHRIS
Shit!

(They both get up and rush to the 
kitchen. Mandy opens the oven door 
and flames come out. She takes the 
cloth and tries to put the fire 
out and the cloth catches fire. 
She throws it on the floor and 

)Chris puts it off.

MANDY
What do you we do?

CHRIS
Extinguisher!

MANDY
What?

CHRIS
An extinguisher, do you have one?

MANDY
No!

CHRIS
I thought you had the perfect house!

MANDY
I never thought I'd need one!

(He then turns around and grabs a 
vase with flowers and gets rid of 

)the flowers.
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MANDY (CONT'D)
Is that a good idea?

CHRIS
What?

MANDY
To use water?

CHRIS
Mandy, there is not time for your perfection now!

MANDY
No, you never use water on...

(He throws the water over the oven 
and the lights go out as we hear a 
bang. There is a silence and then 
the sound of a fire truck and an 
ambulance. We hear the noise of a 
hospital and the voice of a 

)doctor.

DOCTOR
( )voice over

Electrical or fat fires, everyone knows that...

MANDY
Except my brother!

DOCTOR
You are both lucky to be alive. Go home, get some rest and 
come back tomorrow for a further check up.

CHRIS
( )voice over

Thank you Doctor. Come on Sis, let's go...

MANDY
( )voice over

What time is it?

CHRIS
( )voice over

2.30 am

MANDY
( )voice over

We can still clean some of the mess at home before we go to 
bed...

CHRIS
( )voice over

Mandy!

LIGHTS COME UP
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SCENE 4 - SUNDAY AFTERNOON

(The kitchen is burnt and stained 
with the smoke. Mandy is trying to 
clean the walls with soap and 
water. The door bell rings. She 
puts the bucket down and opens the 
door, it's Chris with some 

)shopping bags.

CHRIS
What are you doing?

MANDY
Trying to clean the walls...

CHRIS
Leave it, I told you, there is not point, you are going to 
have to re-do the entire kitchen.

MANDY
Yes, I'm well aware of that, thank you...

CHRIS
Look, don't make me feel worst than I already do...

MANDY
Well you should...

(He goes to put the bags on the 
)table and Mandy stops him.

MANDY (CONT'D)
Stop!

(She goes to the kitchen and takes 
out a table cloth which is half 
burnt and she places it on the 

)table.

MANDY (CONT'D)
There...

( )Chris looks at her.

CHRIS
Really? 

MANDY
Well, they could be dirty...

( )Chris looks at the table cloth.

CHRIS
And a burnt table cloth is better?
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MANDY
You are right, take them off...

( )She tries to pull the table cloth.

CHRIS
Alright! Stop! 

( )She stops.

CHRIS (CONT'D)
There you go again, it makes no difference so just leave it!

MANDY
It makes a difference!

CHRIS
Mandy, what did we talk about last night?

( )Pause, she looks at him.

CHRIS (CONT'D)
Right, since you have no kitchen...

MANDY
Thanks to you...

(She tries to move the cloth to 
avoid the burnt part touching the 

)table.

CHRIS
Mandy!

MANDY
Sorry...

CHRIS
I thought it would be a good idea to show you how the rest of 
the world lives...

(He goes over to the kitchen and 
)checks the microwave.

CHRIS (CONT'D)
Microwave seems to be working, which is good news...

MANDY
I'm intrigued as to what you are going to show me...

(He puts his hand inside the 
)plastic bag.

CHRIS
Now, don't freak out ok?
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MANDY
You are scaring me...

CHRIS
This stuff is really good, I should know, I've been surviving 
on it for years...

MANDY
Please please don't tell me is...

(He pulls a packet of pre-cooked 
)lassanga.

MANDY (CONT'D)
Oh no...

CHRIS
Mandy, pull yourself together! Focus... This is good stuff...

MANDY
I can't possibly...

CHRIS
You have no choice, you have no kitchen!

MANDY
I'll eat out!

CHRIS
Every night?

MANDY
I'll eat at yours!

CHRIS
You'll get this stuff...

MANDY
I'll eat at mother's.

CHRIS
Really? you are going to travel to her home every day?

MANDY
I... I just won't eat!

CHRIS
Stop it! You are going to eat this stuff until the kitchen is 
done again.

MANDY
I refuse!

CHRIS
You are not going to die!
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MANDY
I won't eat it!

CHRIS
Ok, give me one good reason and I'll back off...

(Mandy pauses and tries to say 
something but nothing comes out of 

)her mouth.

CHRIS (CONT'D)
You can't find a reasonable explanation for not eating this 
stuff, do you? That's because there is no explanation except 
you're...

(He stops realizing what he is 
)about to say.

MANDY
Except what Chris?

CHRIS
Mandy...

( )She looks at Chris.

MANDY
Except that I'm mad, is that what you were going to say?

CHRIS
Look I didn't mean to...

( )She walks away.

MANDY
Thanks Chris...

( )He follows her

CHRIS
I'm sorry I didn't mean to...

MANDY
But you did!

(She sit on the sofa not facing 
Chris. He stands behind her in 

)silence.

MANDY (CONT'D)
Am I? Have I gone mad Chris?

CHRIS
Of course not...
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MANDY
Then? What is happening to me? Why can't I eat this stuff?

(Pause, he doesn't know how to 
)answer.

MANDY (CONT'D)
Last night I laid awake all night thinking about what you 
said... have I really gone mad. Have I have lost my marbles. 
And may I have, may be I am mad, may be I need to be locked 
away...

CHRIS
I didn't say you are mad...

MANDY
But you've thought it, which is the same.

(Pause, Chris sits next to Mandy 
)and holds her from behind.

CHRIS
I don't think you are mad...

MANDY
Don't you?

(He turns he around and looks at 
)her.

CHRIS
You are not mad.

( )Pause.

MANDY
Then? What is happening to me?

( )She gets teary eyed.

MANDY (CONT'D)
Help me...

( )She starts to cry.

MANDY (CONT'D)
I don't want to be like this any more... Help me...

( )Chris hugs her as he looks out.

LIGHTS OUT

SCENE 5 - MONDAY LATE AFTERNOON

(We see Mandy enter the apartment. 
She is wearing a suit and has a 
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briefcase with her, she's just 
come back from work. She closes 
the door and opens the closet 
door. She places the briefcase 
inside. Looks at it and moves it 
until it is right. She then 
arranges the coats in side until 
they are perfect. Closes the door 
and walks into the living room. 
Turns the radio on and squares it 
until she is happy. She goes into 
the bedroom. After a few moments 
she comes out and she is wearing a 
wooly top with the work skirt and 
comfortable shoes. She looks at 
the kitchen and see the mess from 
the fire and pulls a face of pain. 
She turns to the sofa and sits. 
She looks at the sofa and then 
gets up and goes for the portable 
Hoover and cleans the cushion. She 
arranges the sofa until is perfect 
and takes the Hoover back. She 
opens the fridge and pulls a face 
and then takes out the pre-cooked 
lassange. She goes to the draw and 
takes out her reading glasses and 
puts them on, but can't see as 
they are all smoked from the fire. 
Takes them off and tries to read 
the instructions in the pack from 

)far away.

MANDY
Bla, bla, bla... Ah here we go... Take the content of this 
delicious...

( )To herself.

MANDY (CONT'D)
Delicious! You're kidding me!

( )Continues.

MANDY (CONT'D)
Ready made meal out of the box.

(She takes it out and continues to 
)read.

MANDY (CONT'D)
With a sharp object, prick the clear film on the top of the 
packet several times...

(She takes a knife out of the draw 
and stabs the package maniacally 

)about 30 times.



45.

MANDY (CONT'D)
Is that right?

(Looks at the pack. It is now 
pierced through and is spilling 
out form the bottom. She takes a 
metal tray from the cupboard and 
places it under the pack. 

)Continues.

MANDY (CONT'D)
Place the meal in the microwave for 5 minutes... 5 minutes?

(She goes to the microwave and puts 
5 minutes. Places it inside and 

)starts the microwave.

MANDY (CONT'D)
Well, let's see what it taste like...

(She walks to the living room and 
re-arranges the magazines to 
perfection and the door bell 
rings. She goes to open the door, 

)it's Chris with Mike.

CHRIS
Hi Sis.

(As he says this the microwave 
starts to makes noises from the 

)metal tray.

MANDY
What's that noise?

(She walks towards the microwave. 
)Chris and Mike come in.

CHRIS
Did you put something in the microwave?

MANDY
Yes, one of those things you bought for me yesterday...

(The microwave starts to light up 
)with sparks inside.

MANDY (CONT'D)
You see! God knows what they put inside that food! Look!

(The microwave explodes. Chris runs 
)to Mandy.

CHRIS
Are you ok?
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MANDY
Wow! And that is why I don't eat stuff like that!

(Chris goes over and unplugs the 
)microwave and looks inside.

CHRIS
Mandy, did you put a metal tray inside the microwave?

MANDY
Yes...

( )She thinks what she's done.

MANDY (CONT'D)
Oh Dear...

CHRIS
Did you not think...

MANDY
What was I supposed to do, the food was dripping from the 
bottom of the container!

CHRIS
Why?

MANDY
I don't know... I follow the instructions on the pack, I took 
it out of the box, pricked it through and that is when I 
notices it was dripping...

CHRIS
I don't think you prick it, I think your stabbed it to death!

MANDY
Well, how am I supposed to know that!

MIKE
( )from the door

Don't worry, it happens to all of us. It's hard if you've 
never had a ready-cooked meal before.

(Mandy turns around and looks at 
Mike. He is good looking and 
muscular, dresses in jeans and a 
t-shirt. She stares at him for a 

)moment. Then coming back.

MANDY
And you are?

MIKE
Mike.

(He walks over with his hand 
)extended to shake hers.



47.

CHRIS
Mike is a painter and decorator, he is here to take a look at 
your kitchen.

(Mandy can't help stare at him as 
)she shakes his hand.

MIKE
( )looking at the kitchen.

Wow, bad fire eh?

MANDY
(confused and still admiring his good 

)looks. To Chris.
I'm sorry, why is he here?

MIKE
You brother Chris has asked me to take a look at your kitchen 
and give him a quote to get it fixed.

CHRIS
Look Sis, I feel really bad about this and responsible for 
the fire, so I want to get this fixed for you. I know how 
much you hate not having your kitchen, so I asked Mike to see 
if he can get it fixed in one week.

MIKE
And by the looks of it you really need it back...

( )He points and the microwave.

MANDY
I'm sorry Chris, and how are you going to pay this?

CHRIS
Don't worry, Mike is a friend so he'll give me credit.

MANDY
I can't let you do this.

CHRIS
Why not?

MANDY
Because I can't!

CHRIS
But why not? It was my fault you kitchen burnt down!

MANDY
You don't have a job, so how can you possibly pay a painter 
to fix my kitchen? No, it's out of the question...

MIKE
I'm not a painter, I'm a kitchen fitter.

(Mandy looks at him, confused, 
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still baffled by his looked and 
)turn around to Chris

MANDY
Kitchen fitter!

CHRIS
Look, it's my mess and I will fix it!

MANDY
I will not let you!

( )Turns to Mike

MANDY (CONT'D)
Thank you very much Mike but your services are not 
required...

(She escorts him to the door. He 
)stops and looks at her.

MIKE
Look Mandy, your brother is a personal friend so I'm doing 
this as a favor to him. I have this week off so I can do it, 
no problem.

MANDY
He has no money to pay you.

MIKE
No problem, he'll pay me, eventually. And if he doesn't, I 
know where he lives, I know people who can break his neck...

( )Mandy looks confused.

MIKE (CONT'D)
I'm kidding!

MANDY
No, he has no money. Good bye Mike...

(She opens the door. Mike looks at 
)her and he walks out.

CHRIS
Mandy, you need to have your kitchen done!

(She looks at Chris and then at 
Mike who stoped and looks at Mandy 

)from outside with a smile.

MIKE
He's right, let me do it, honestly, I don't mind helping an 
old friend.

( )Mandy looks at Mike
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MANDY
How did you say you know my brother?

CHRIS
He didn't, Mike is an old mate from school.

MANDY
You never mentioned him before...

CHRIS
I never mentioned any school friends to you before.

( )Pause.

MANDY
Alright, but I will pay for this... And I don't want to see 
any mess in the house!

( )Mike walks back in.

MIKE
Don't worry, I'm a very tidy worker, you won't even know I'm 
here.

MANDY
( )sarcastic.

Really? You all say the same but in the end there is always a 
mess...

MIKE
There won't be, I promise.

(Mandy looks at him and closes the 
)door.

MIKE (CONT'D)
Right, let me take a look at the damage and then I can tell 
you how long it will take.

( )They walk to the kitchen area.

MIKE (CONT'D)
So what happened?

CHRIS
Long sorry...

MANDY
He threw water over the oven and it blew up.

(As Mike walks around looking at 
)the kitchen, Mandy stares at him.
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MIKE
It's a big job but I reckon I can do it in a week, no 
problem.

CHRIS
Great!

MANDY
What hours will you be working?

MIKE
I'll come early in the morning and leave by the time you come 
home.

MANDY
So you can do it when I'm at work?

MIKE
Sure, I'll just come in before you go and wait for you to 
come home... If that's ok with you?

MANDY
That's fine...

(She looks at him and he smiles at 
her, she just stares. Mike looks 

)at her.

MIKE
Anything else?

MANDY
( )snapping out of it.

No, right, so tomorrow morning then...

MIKE
Sure...

CHRIS
So we are all sorted then. Thanks Mike I really appreciate 
your help with this...

MIKE
No worries mate, anything for a friend.

( )They walk towards the door.

MIKE (CONT'D)
So I'll be here at 7.30 tomorrow, if it's ok with you Mandy?

MANDY
Sure, 7.30 is great...

(Chris opens the door. Mike looks 
)at Mandy.
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MIKE
See you tomorrow Mandy.

MANDY
Yes, see you tomorrow...Mike.

(They shake hands. He tries to go 
but Mandy still holding his hand. 

)She realizes.

MANDY (CONT'D)
Sorry!

MIKE
( )shakes hands with Chris.

Take care mate.

CHRIS
See you Mike, and thanks again, I really appreciate it.

(Mike goes out. Chris closes the 
)door. Looks at Mandy.

CHRIS (CONT'D)
So? Are you happy?

MANDY
( )coming back from her thoughts.

What?

CHRIS
Are you happy?

MANDY
With what?

CHRIS
With my idea to get your kitchen up and running again?

MANDY
It's very sweet of you and I really appreciate it...

CHRIS
You should let me pay for it, it's the least I can do for 
you...

MANDY
But you can't so that's the end of that.

(Mandy walks back to the kitchen 
and looks at the microwave, slumps 

)onto a stool looking depressed.

CHRIS
Are you ok?
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MANDY
No, I can't even cook a ready meal without making a disaster 
of it.

(He goes to her and put his arm 
)around her.

CHRIS
Come on, is not that bad...

MANDY
I don't even have a microwave now...

CHRIS
Ok, may be it's bad, but just think in a week you will have 
your kitchen back!

( )Mandy looks at Chris.

MANDY
Thank you, you are a sweet boy.

( )Pause.

CHRIS
Look, you have no microwave, or kitchen for that matter, so 
now you really cannot cook anything in here! So why don't you 
let me take you out for dinner?

MANDY
No, I will take you out for dinner, for your thoughtfulness 
to get my kitchen fixed... My treat.

CHRIS
No, I insist, let me take you out for dinner...

MANDY
Ok, if you insist...

( )Chris looks at his wallet.

CHRIS
Actually, if you want to pay tonight I don't mind, I've run 
out of cash...

( )She looks at him and smiles.

MANDY
You are a sweet boy, but a cheeky one too!

CHRIS
And you are a sweet girl, but an intense one too!

( )They smile.
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CHRIS (CONT'D)
And I love you...

MANDY
Love you too...

( )She gives him a kiss on the cheek.

CHRIS
So let's go, I'm starving!

( )She goes to the living room.

MANDY
First I need to tidy up this mess...

CHRIS
Mandy!

( )She stops.

CHRIS (CONT'D)
Let's go!

MANDY
Just 5 minutes...

CHRIS
Let's go!

MANDY
But!

CHRIS
No buts!

(He takes her jacket from the 
)cupboard.

CHRIS (CONT'D)
Let's go...

(She slowly walks towards the door 
and as she does she fixes things 

)on her way.

CHRIS (CONT'D)
Mandy!

(She walks fast like a school girl 
)who was told off.

MANDY
Alright!

( )She puts her coat on.
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MANDY (CONT'D)
You go out and I'll lock...

CHRIS
Out!

(She goes out. He smiles and goes 
)out and closes the door.

(A few seconds later Mandy rushes 
in and fixes the cushions on the 
sofa and we here Chris shout from 

)outside.

CHRIS (CONT'D)
Mandy!

( )She rushes back out.

MANDY
Sorry!

( )She goes out.

LIGHTS OUT

SCENE 6 - TUESDAY MORNING

(We see Mandy walking around the 
house tidying up. She looks 
nervous. Goes into the bedroom and 
comes out. She looks at herself in 

)the mirror.

MANDY
( )talking to herself.

Hi Mike, so nice to see you again, do come in...

( )She fixes her cloths and hair.

MANDY (CONT'D)
Would you like a cup of tea?

(She walks back into the bedroom 
and then comes out again with a 
different top. Looks at herself 

)and fixes her hair.

MANDY (CONT'D)
So, what do you do for a living Mike?... That is a stupid 
question! He is a painter!

(She fixes herself again and clears 
)her voice.



55.

MANDY (CONT'D)
How old are you Mike?... Oh god! That's another stupid 
question! 

(She walks back into the bedroom 
)and comes out with another outfit

MANDY (CONT'D)
Are you married?... No, that's too forward... Oh god, what I 
am going to talk to him about!

( )Then the doorbell rings.

MANDY (CONT'D)
What? It's not 7.30!

( )She goes to the door.

MANDY (CONT'D)
( )without opening it.

Who is it?

MIKE
( )from outside.

It's Mike.

( )She looks at her watch.

MANDY
It's not quite 7.30...

MIKE
Right, it's 7.28...

MANDY
Yes...

(Pause, Mandy is waiting for an 
)answer.

MIKE
Is this the wrong time? Shall I come back later?

MANDY
No, I would like you to come back at 7.30 as agreed...

( )Pause, she waits for a reply.

MIKE
( )with hesitation.

Ok, I'll come back at 7.30...

MANDY
Ok, see you in 2 minutes.

( )She looks at her watch.
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MANDY (CONT'D)
One minute...

MIKE
Ok...

(She goes back into the bedroom and 
changes again. Comes back and 

)looks at the mirror.

MANDY
Ok, he is just a man that is going to fix your kitchen, so 
perhaps you can talk about kitchens... "What's your favorite 
kitchen Mike"...

(She stops and thinks and runs to 
the kitchen to put the kettle on 
and takes out 2 mugs, she places 
them on the table and then goes to 
get the milk and sugar. Takes a 
tea pot out and places it next to 
the kettle. Then goes back to the 
mirror for one final look and 
stands next to the door. She waits 
and looks at her watch. She waits 
a few seconds more and looks again 
at her watch. Impatiently taps her 
foot and waits. After a few 
moments looks at the watch and 
then opens the door. We see Mike 
standing there, tool box on the 

)side.

MANDY (CONT'D)
Hi.

MIKE
Hi.

MANDY
You are just in time.

MIKE
( )not sure how to react

I am...

MANDY
You are.

( )There is a silence.

MIKE
May I come in?

MANDY
Yes, otherwise how are you going to fix the kitchen...
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MIKE
Yes...

(Mike walks in and places his tool 
)box on the floor.

MANDY
Do you mind...

(She indicates not to put the tool 
)box on the floor. He picks it up.

MIKE
Sorry.

(They stand there in an awkward 
)silence.

MIKE (CONT'D)
Where can I put this?

MANDY
Well, I guess in the kitchen...

(Mike goes and places it on the 
)breakfast bar.

MANDY (CONT'D)
On the floor please?

( )He puts it on the floor.

MIKE
So, at what time do you start work?

MANDY
( )looking at her watch.

Oh, 9 am. I have to leave the house at 8.

MIKE
Great. Well I guess I'll start to prepare...

MANDY
Sure, I'll be right here if you need me...

(She goes and sit on the sofa. She 
picks up and magazine and flips 
through the pages. Mike opens his 
tool box and stops. He looks at 

)the cups and milk.

MIKE
Mandy, any chance for a cup of tea?

MANDY
Of course, I'm so sorry, how rude of me! I've already boiled 
the kettle...
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(She stands and goes to the 
kitchen, she passes by Mike to get 

)to the kettle.

MIKE
You smell nice, what is it?

MANDY
Dior, I've always used Dior.

MIKE
Very nice, it suites you.

MANDY
Really?

MIKE
Sure, it goes well with you.

MANDY
Thank you.

(She goes to the cupboard and takes 
)the tea out.

MANDY (CONT'D)
Regular tea?

MIKE
Do you have Earl Grey? I do like a cup of Earl Grey in the 
mornings...

MANDY
I most certainly do, it's my favorite too! I do like a cup of 
Earl Grey in the mornings too.

(She takes the tea and takes it to 
)the table. Mike follows her.

MIKE
So Mandy, what do you do for living?

MANDY
Oh, I'm an executive assistant to the chief finance officer 
in a large firm.

MIKE
Wow, that sounds interesting...

MANDY
Not really. My job is to keep him on time and organized, 
something I'm very good at.

MIKE
I see...
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(She gives him a cup, they stand in 
)silence. Mandy looks at him.

MANDY
So, what do you do for living Mike...

(He smiles, she realizes what she's 
)just said.

MANDY (CONT'D)
Sorry, trying to make small talk... I know you are a painter.

MIKE
I'm a kitchen fitter...

MANDY
Yes, of course you are, sorry...

MIKE
That's ok.

( )He drinks his tea

MIKE (CONT'D)
Very nice, thank you.

MANDY
You're welcome.

( )There is a silence.

MIKE
So, do you come here often?

MANDY
I live here...

MIKE
It's a joke. 

MANDY
Joke?

MIKE
Yea, you know, there was a silence and I was trying to make 
small talk and I used a cheesy pick up line...

MANDY
Oh, I see...

MIKE
I wasn't trying to pick you up, it was just a joke...

MANDY
Yes, I see that.

(There is a silence. Mike goes to 
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)put the cup down on the table.

MANDY (CONT'D)
Stop!

( )She goes and gets a coaster.

MANDY (CONT'D)
It makes a ring mark on the table...

MIKE
Sorry...

( )Silence.

MIKE (CONT'D)
So, have you lived here long?

MANDY
5 years...

MIKE
Did you decorate the place yourself?

MANDY
Yes.

MIKE
Very nice. 

( )He walks around.

MIKE (CONT'D)
Nicely done...

(He looks at a painting on the 
)wall.

MIKE (CONT'D)
Salvador Dali...

MANDY
Yes, how did you know that?

MIKE
He's one of my favorite painters, I love his stuff.

MANDY
Really? How unusual...

MIKE
Why unusual?

MANDY
Well because you don't often see workers liking Art. I mean a 
painter... Kitchen fitter...
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MIKE
You don't think "workers" can't like art?

MANDY
No I meant it's unusual as not many people like him.

MIKE
I see. Well yes, he is a bit coo coo so I guess you have to 
be coo coo to like him...

( )Mandy looks away

MIKE (CONT'D)
I don't mean to say you are coo coo...

MANDY
That's ok, I think I am a bit coo coo.

MIKE
I like him so I'm coo coo too. A coo coo painter...

MANDY
Kitchen fitter!

( )They laugh.

(Silence. He takes a sip from his 
)tea.

MIKE
Nice cup of tea.

MANDY
Thanks.

( )He goes to the table.

MIKE
Hey, you know what's nice, if you take Earl Grey and add an 
ordinary breakfast tea bag, it gives it a nice flavor...

MANDY
Do you do that?

MIKE
Yes, not often though as people think I'm mad mixing them but 
it taste great.

MANDY
Oh my god!

MIKE
What?

MANDY
I do the same!
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MIKE
Really?

MANDY
Yes, and often people think I'm mad for doing it, but it 
taste great!

MIKE
Isn't that amazing? I never met anyone else who likes that!

MANDY
Wait...

(She goes an gets ordinary tea 
)bags.

MANDY (CONT'D)
Here you go.

(She hands one to him and one for 
)her.

MIKE
The trick is not to soak the tea bag for too long...

( )She mirror what he is saying .

MANDY
...Soak the tea bag for too long or it looses it's taste! Oh 
my god!

MIKE
That's exactly right! Pull the string on the tea bag...

( )They do this together.

MANDY
Dunk it in for 5 seconds...1, 2, 3, 4, 5

MIKE
Pull it up and down 3 times... 1, 2, 3

MANDY
Take the tea spoon and give it a whirl.

MIKE
And take it out gently making sure you drip it...

MANDY
But don't squeeze it!

MIKE
And voila! You have the prefect cup of Earl Grey with the 
hint of English breakfast! Cheers.
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MANDY
Cheers.

( )They drink.

MIKE
That is dam good.

MANDY
Absolutely...

(They look at each other. Mandy 
)breaks away from this.

MANDY (CONT'D)
Right I have to get ready and you need to get started...

MIKE
Right, you are the boss. 

MANDY
Sorry, I didn't mean to boss you around...

MIKE
It was a joke Mandy...

MANDY
Sorry, I'm not very good with jokes...

MIKE
Perhaps it's me who is not very good at telling them...

MANDY
No, you are good...

( )She stops.

MANDY (CONT'D)
It's another joke... You see I'm not good!

MIKE
Hey, come on, you need to relax...

MANDY
I am relaxed! Why does everybody keep on saying that.

(She taps her foot on the floor 
)impatiently, she stops.

MANDY (CONT'D)
I'm relaxed... Most of the time...

( )Pause, she looks uncomfortable.

MANDY (CONT'D)
I have to go...
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( )She start to walk away.

MANDY (CONT'D)
But you can finish you tea... You don't have to rush.

( )She continues to walk.

MANDY (CONT'D)
I'm not bossing you around...

( )She is almost by the bedroom door.

MANDY (CONT'D)
And your jokes are very good...

( )She disappears through the door.

MANDY (CONT'D)
( )she starts to laugh from outside.

They are very funny...

(Mike looks towards the door and 
smiles as he shakes his head. He 
then puts the cup on the table and 

)walks towards the kitchen.

MANDY (CONT'D)
( )from outside.

And don't forget to use the coasters please...

(Mike runs back and picks up the 
cup and looks to make sure it has 
not made a mark. His mobile rings 

)and picks it up.

MIKE
Hello? Oh hi mate, no, all is good, just got here about 15 
minutes ago. No, fine, no problem, it'll be an easy job, 
don't worry. I'll be done by the end of the week, I 
promise... Sure, swing by later on. Alright, see you.

(Mandy comes out of the bedroom and 
)goes to grab her coat.

MIKE (CONT'D)
Are you off?

MANDY
Yes, I'll be back after 5.30.

MIKE
Ok, I'll still be here when you get back.

MANDY
Thanks and have as much tea as you like...
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MIKE
Alright, have a good day.

MANDY
You too.

MIKE
Hey, would you mind if I cook something for lunch while you 
are at work?

MANDY
Well to be honest I rather not if you don't mind...

( )She stops.

MANDY (CONT'D)
Joke? Right... I don't have a kitchen!

MIKE
Right...

( )She opens the door.

MANDY
Bye Mike, and please try and keep the mess to a minimum?

MIKE
I will, don't worry.

(She starts to walk out and stops, 
)turns around.

MANDY
That was funny... Can I cook lunch... Very funny...

(She smiles and goes out. As she 
does he puts the cup down on the 
table and without turning she 

)talks.

MANDY (CONT'D)
Coaster!

LIGHTS OUT.

SCENE 7 - WEDNESDAY AFTERNOON

(Mike is washing up some cups. The 
kitchen looks like some work is 
going on, the walls have been 
given a coat of paint and the oven 
is out, there is a dust sheet on 
the floor and another over the 
work top and breakfast bar. He 
puts the cups down and then looks 
at his watch. He walks towards the 
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balcony and looks out. He looks at 
his watch again. Walks to the 
living area and picks up the 
remote control and turns the TV 
on. Flicks through some of the 
channels and then turns it off. 
Goes back to the kitchen and 
stretches. We hear the door open 
and he picks up the cups again and 

)starts to wash them. Enter Mandy.

MANDY
Hi Mike.

MIKE
Hey Mandy, I'm just finishing off...

MANDY
How was your day?

MIKE
Good, we are getting there, slowly but surely...

( )She goes over to the kitchen.

MANDY
Wow, yes, it's looking very good and only the second day. 
Where is the oven?

MIKE
Oh, they've taken it away.

MANDY
They? Who's they?

MIKE
Oh, the guys that helped me take it out... The new one should 
be here tomorrow...

MANDY
Great.

( )She looks at the wall.

MIKE
Do you like the color?

MANDY
Yes, it's nice...

MIKE
Mandy, it's just white...

MANDY
Another joke... I'm really not getting any better at this. I 
guess tomorrow you'll fit in the oven and then?
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MIKE
Oven tomorrow and fit in the new cupboards and then Friday 
just finish off the walls and other bits a pieces, and in no 
time you will have your kitchen back...

MANDY
I can't wait. Specially to get my house back in order.

( )Mike looks around.

MIKE
Yes, it's pretty messy having all this around.

MANDY
Trust me, I don't get to bed until 2 in the morning trying to 
clean the house...

MIKE
Really? It looks pretty clean to me...

MANDY
Yes, you clean is not my clean...

MIKE
You really like order and cleaning, don't you?

MANDY
Not really! I don't do it because I enjoy it...

MIKE
Then?

MANDY
I just can't stand mess, things not in order, everything 
needs to be where it should be and look as it should be. 
Clean and tidy, in good shape and mess free...

MIKE
In other words you like to be in control...

MANDY
I do not!

MIKE
Yes you do.

MANDY
No, I don't!

MIKE
It's ok, there is nothing wrong with being in control, just 
as long as some time you just let go, relax a bit...

MANDY
There we go again with that word...
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MIKE
What word?

MANDY
Relax!

MIKE
It's a good word, it helps you chill, you should try it...

MANDY
What do you mean?

MIKE
Well, for example, the mess. Look around you...

MANDY
Yes?

MIKE
This is very tidy in my books.

MANDY
You are kidding me?

MIKE
No, this is good, it is nice and tidy.

MANDY
No it's not! Look at the mess!

( )She walks around.

MANDY (CONT'D)
Those sheets make the house look untidy!

MIKE
Ok, forget about the sheet, the rest is fine.

MANDY
No it's not!

(She walks around and touches the 
)furniture.

MANDY (CONT'D)
There is dust everywhere...

( )She goes on her knees.

MANDY (CONT'D)
The floor is filthy...

( )She looks at the table.

MANDY (CONT'D)
And someone has been putting their cup without a coaster!
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( )Mike goes over.

MIKE
It wasn't me!

MANDY
Then who did it?

MIKE
I don't know...

MANDY
Look, you can see the ring mark on the table!

MIKE
Where?

(They both lean down looking 
)sideways on the table.

MANDY
There!

MIKE
Where?

MANDY
There, you can see the ring marks!

(She points as Mike tries to see 
)it.

MIKE
I can't see it...

MANDY
Oh my god! There!

( )She points.

MIKE
No, I can't see it. You must have a trained eye.

MANDY
( )she straightens up.

The whole house is a mess!

MIKE
Well, I don't think it is.

MANDY
Well it is, and I need to have it just perfect! Everything 
needs to be perfect!

( )Mike looks at Mandy.
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MIKE
Not everything needs to be perfect...

MANDY
( )she walks away from him.

Well, it does for me...

MIKE
Why?

MANDY
It just does!

MIKE
But that's what I'm telling you, it doesn't have to...

MANDY
( )shouting.

Look, that is your opinion, for me if it's not perfect then 
it is not good enough, alright?

( )There is a silence.

MANDY (CONT'D)
I'm sorry Mike, I didn't mean to shout at you.

MIKE
That's ok, I'm sorry too.

( )There is a pause.

MIKE (CONT'D)
Would you like me to help you tidy up the house?

MANDY
No, that's ok. It's something I have to do by myself...

MIKE
Ok, I guess I'll pack up and get out of your way then...

(He goes to the kitchen and puts 
)things away in his tool box.

( )Mandy's mobile rings. She answers.

MANDY
Hi Chris... Oh I see... Ok, don't worry, I'll manage... No 
it's fine, I'll work something out... Sure no problem. No he 
still here... Ok I will. Take care, talk to you later.

(She hangs up and sit on the sofa. 
)Mike goes over to her.

MIKE
Everything ok?
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MANDY
Yea, It was Chris, he was going to take me out for dinner 
tonight but he got caught up with something, so he can't make 
it now!

MIKE
That's a shame...

MANDY
Not a big deal, I just need to think about what I'm going to 
do for dinner now, it's not as if I can just cook something!

MIKE
Why don't you still go out for dinner anyway...

MANDY
Are you kidding me? Alone? I don't think so...

MIKE
So order a take-away.

MANDY
You what?

MIKE
A take away, may be an Indian, or Chinse? Or even a pizza.

MANDY
Mike, I don't do take-aways!

MIKE
Why not?

MANDY
I don't like fast food.

MIKE
It's not fast food!

MANDY
Of course it is, it's badly cooked and they used frozen 
items. That, in my book, is fast food.

MIKE
Well, my local Chinese takes too long to deliver so trust me 
there is very little fast about it! But it's actually very 
good.

MANDY
No, it's out of the question. I'll just have to go to bed 
without food.

MIKE
I can't let you do that.
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MANDY
Why? What's it to do with you?

MIKE
You can't go to bed without food. Look I have not plans 
tonight, why don't I join you for dinner and I'll show you 
what a good take away night is all about.

MANDY
Mike, that's very sweet of you but I don't do take-aways. 
Besides, I'm sure you have things to do... you family will be 
waiting for you at home.

MIKE
I don't have a family, I live alone.

MANDY
Or your girlfriend...

MIKE
I don't have a girlfriend.

MANDY
Well, I'm sure you have friends to see.

MIKE
Mandy, if you don't want to have dinner with me just say 
so...

MANDY
No, it's not that, I just don't want to impose on you...

MIKE
You are not, I want to have dinner with you. 

MANDY
Are you sure?

MIKE
I'm sure. Are you?

MANDY
Ok, but not take-away, we can go to a restaurant if you like.

MIKE
Mandy, I'm the master of take-away dinners and I have made it 
my mission to teach you to love a take away!

MANDY
I don't think so...

MIKE
Come on, trust me, once you have learned to love a good take 
away, you will never look back.
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MANDY
No one can make me love a take away...

MIKE
Are you challenging me?

MANDY
I am telling you, not you or anyone can make me love that 
stuff!

MIKE
Ok, I like this. You are challenging me!

MANDY
I'm not challenging you.

MIKE
Give me a chance to prove you wrong.

MANDY
Really? You will fail.

MIKE
Give me a chance.

( )Mandy thinks for a moment.

MANDY
I don't think so...

MIKE
You have nothing to lose, you where thinking of not having 
dinner, so if you don't like it don't eat it.

( )She thinks again for a moment.

MANDY
Ok, but I'm telling you, I know I'm not going to enjoy this 
experience!

MIKE
Great, go and get changed and leave the master to work.

( )She goes to the bedroom.

MIKE (CONT'D)
Is there anything you don't eat?

MANDY
( )comes back in.

Yes, take-aways!

MIKE
Very good, that a great joke!
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MANDY
No, it's not joke...

MIKE
Ok, any allergies, or food you can't eat?

MANDY
Well, I don't like meat which has not been cooked properly 
and fish that is not fresh. Vegetable need to be cooked to 
perfection, not too crunchy, not too soft. Rise is a tricky 
one as if you let it boil too long it sticks and becomes too 
meshy, and salads need to be cleaned and drained before 
dressed with the correct amount of olive oil and vinegar, I 
don't eat salad dressings. Apart from that, I eat most 
things...

( )Mike looks at her.

MIKE
Ok...

(She goes out again. He goes to the 
kitchen and opens draws looking 

)for a take-away menu.

MIKE (CONT'D)
Mandy...

MANDY
( )from the bedroom.

Yes?

MIKE
Where do you keep your take-away menus?

MANDY
My what?

MIKE
Your take-away menus?

( )He continues to look.

MANDY
( )pops her head through the door

I don't have any...

MIKE
( )to himself.

Of course you don't...

( )To Mandy

MIKE (CONT'D)
Not a problem, I have a number.
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MANDY
Shame...

( )She goes out.

(He goes to his mobile and rings a 
)number.

MIKE
Hello, Mrs Chang? Hi is Mike, from the flat above. Hi listen 
I need a favor. Could I order some food? Yes please. Can I 
have the usual please but make it for two? Yes, I'm having 
dinner with someone, but listen I need you to deliver not to 
my flat but someone else's flat... I'll pay you extra... 
Thank you, it's in Fullham, 17 Kings way, flat 3... What? 20 
pounds! Come on... Yes I want the food... Ok I'll pay... How 
long will it take? An hour? I'm not asking you to go to the 
moon and back!... Ok, fine, but no more than an hour... 
Thanks Mrs Chang.

(Mike hangs up and then rings 
)another number.

MIKE (CONT'D)
Hi mate... All set but you owe me an extra 20 quid...

LIGHTS GO OUT

SCENE 8 - WEDNESDAY EVENING

(We see Mike and Mandy sitting at 
the table, there are take away 
dishes and 2 bottles of wine, they 
clearly have been drinking and 

)feel relaxed.

MIKE
So, what's the verdict? Wasn't this the best take-away you've 
ever had?

MANDY
It's the only take-away ever ever hard! I have to say tough, 
it was very nice indeed.

MIKE
I told you, I'm the master of take-aways...

MANDY
( )picks up her glass.

Thank you...

MIKE
( )picks up his glass.

You are welcome...

(They toast and drink. Mandy picks 
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)up the bottle and is empty.

MANDY
Right, we've run out of drink, let's see what else I have...

(She goes over to the drinks 
)cupboard.

MIKE
You've got a nice collection of wines...

( )Looking into the cupboard.

MANDY
Yes, I do like a good wine. Aha! Now we are going to try one 
of my favorite, Chilean, 1978, it was a good year.

MIKE
I love Chilean wine!

MANDY
Right then, Chilean is next...

(She brings the bottle and Mike 
opens it. He pours some in his 
glass. He looks at it and swivels 

)it and then takes a sip.

MANDY (CONT'D)
So?

MIKE
Excellent choice!

( )he pours both glasses.

MIKE (CONT'D)
Cheers!

MANDY
Cheers! 

( )She drinks.

MANDY (CONT'D)
You know I don't normally drink this much...

MIKE
Me neither!

MANDY
Really?

( )Pause, he looks at her and smiles.
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MIKE
No I do actually, I'm an alcoholic...

MANDY
Oh, I'm sorry...

MIKE
I'm kidding!

(They laugh and drink and look at 
)each other.

MANDY
Mike, I really appreciate you staying behind and having 
dinner with me...

MIKE
It's a pleasure. Besides, it's been great getting to know you 
better...

MANDY
Really?

MIKE
Yes, really. You are an incredible person... and great fun 
too.

MANDY
No I not, I'm a mad woman who doesn't understands jokes, 
spends her entire life cleaning and making sure everything is 
perfect!

MIKE
Yes and you made tonight perfect...

( )He looks at her. She smiles back.

MANDY
I don't think so. You are just being nice.

MIKE
No I'm not, you're great company.

MANDY
I'm not, I'm a crazy woman!

MIKE
Why do you keep on saying that?

MANDY
Because I am... people run away from me...

MIKE
Well I'm not...

(They drink. There is a silence. 
)Mandy gets up.
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MANDY
Right, I'd better start cleaning up...

(She starts to pick up things. Mike 
)gets up and stops her.

MIKE
Wait a minute, part of the experience of a take-away is that 
you don't clean until the next morning...

MANDY
Yea right, as if that's going to happen!

MIKE
Beside, we've not had ice cream yet!

MANDY
Ice cream?

MIKE
Yes, you always have ice cream after a take-away. Do you have 
some?

MANDY
I do actually...

MIKE
What flavor? 

MANDY
Vanilla.

MIKE
My favorite!

MANDY
Really?

MIKE
Yes, and perfect to clear the paled. You go and sit in the 
sofa, come on...

(He ushers her to the sofa. Mandy 
)reluctantly sits down.

MANDY
Can I at least put the rubbish away?

MIKE
Sit!

(He goes and gets the wine glasses 
)and the bottle.

MIKE (CONT'D)
Sit and relax, I will bring the ice cream.
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(He is going to put the bottle when 
he remembers the coasters. Stops 

)and goes and gets them.

MANDY
Thank you!

MIKE
Yes, I'm slowly getting the hang of the coaster thing...

(He goes to the kitchen and takes 
the ice cream from the freezer, 
takes out 2 spoons and goes over. 
Sits next to Mandy and opens the 

)container.

MANDY
We need plates...

MIKE
You don't need plates! All you need is a spoon, here...

( )He hands her a spoon.

MANDY
Shouldn't we get something to put the ice cream on, it may 
drip...

MIKE
It's not going to drip, don't worry... And if it does we'll 
lick it!

( )She looks across to the table.

MIKE (CONT'D)
And stop looking at the table, I told you we are not going to 
clean it up!

MANDY
Mike, this is too much for me to take in one day...

(He take his spoon and takes a 
)scoop from the tub.

MIKE
Here, open wide...

(Mandy opens her mouth and Mike 
)feeds her the ice cream.

MANDY
( )with her mouth full.

Uhmmm, that is nice.

(Mike opens his mouth waiting for 
)Mandy to feed him ice cream.
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MIKE
I'm waiting?

(She takes her spoon and takes a 
)scoop and feeds him.

MIKE (CONT'D)
( )with his mouth full.

Yes, that is good.

(He picks up his glass, Mandy picks 
hers too and they look at each 

)other.

MIKE (CONT'D)
To great food and great company...

MANDY
To great food and great company...

( )They drink. She looks at him.

MANDY (CONT'D)
You have ice cream all over you mouth...

MIKE
Where?

MANDY
Here...

(She takes her hand and wipes the 
ice cream near his mouth, as she 
does she looks at him. They look 
at each other for a moment and get 
close. He takes her face and 
brings it close to him and she 
puts the glass down but not on a 
coaster. They kiss. She pulls 

)away.

MANDY (CONT'D)
Mike, I...

( )He grabs her again.

MIKE
Relax...

(They kiss again. She pulls away 
and then stands and walks away 

)from him.

MANDY
I'm sorry Mike, I can't do this...

( )Mike goes to her.



81.

MIKE
What's wrong?

MANDY
Nothing, I think you'd better go...

MIKE
Come on Mandy, just relax...

MANDY
( )shouts.

Will you stop saying that!

( )Mike stops in his tracks.

MANDY (CONT'D)
I cannot relax! I don't want to relax! Don't you understand? 
I'm a crazy woman who can't relax, because everything needs 
to be perfect! And if it's not perfect then I cannot relax!

MIKE
But things are perfect right now...

MANDY
Things are not perfect! I cannot do this, I cannot go through 
this again...

MIKE
Go through what again?

MANDY
Please just go, you don't understand...

MIKE
I want to understand!

MANDY
I said go! Get out!

( )Mike stops and looks at her.

MIKE
Mandy, please...

MANDY
Get out!

(He looks at her and then turns 
around and walks to the door. 

)Turns to look at her.

MIKE
You are not mad, on the contrary, you are quite sane. I don't 
know what's happened to you, but whatever it is, you need to 
get over it because trust me, when you relax, you are a 
different person, you are a great woman... And things are 
quite normal...
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(He points at the table where she 
has placed the wine glass without 
a coaster. He goes out. She looks 
at it and then at the door. Goes 
and sits in front of the glass and 
looks at it for a moment. Looks at 
Mike's glass which is on the 
coaster. Takes his glass and then 
slowly places it on the table 
without a coaster next to hers. 
She smiles. Picks it up and drinks 
it in one go, then takes hers and 
drinks it in one go. Then with a 
big smile runs to the door and 

)opens it.

MANDY
( )shouting.

Mike!

LIGHTS OUT

SCENE 9 - THURSDAY MORNING

(As the lights come on we see 
Mandy's flat in complete chaos. 
The chairs are on the floor, the 
paintings are crooked, cushions 
everywhere, bottles on the floor, 
the furniture all over the place 
and in the middle of the room on 
the floor pillows and a large 
duvet. Underneath is Mandy and 
Mike. After a few seconds the 
duvet moves indicating they are 
there. Mandy wakes and stretches 
and as she does we see Mike 
asleep. She, still half a sleep, 
smiles, then turns around and 
looks at Mike. After a second it 
hits her what has happened and 
looks around the room. She 

)screams. Mike wakes up startled.

MIKE
What!

MANDY
I've been burgled!

(She stands up and covers herself 
with the duvet and Mike is left 
naked and he covers himself with a 

)cushion.
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MIKE
You what?

MANDY
I've been burgled!

MIKE
Are you serious?

MANDY
( )she walks around.

Yes look at the house!

MIKE
You haven't been burgled...

MANDY
What?

MIKE
Don't you remember?

( )She covers her mouth

MANDY
Oh my god...

MIKE
Yep, it was a pretty wild night...

MANDY
Look at my house... It's destroyed!

MIKE
Hey, come on, it's nothing...

MANDY
Nothing! Look at it! It's a mess!

(She looks at the TV which is 
)broken.

MANDY (CONT'D)
My TV!

MIKE
That wasn't my fault, you pushed me against it!

MANDY
(points and the coffee table which is 

)broken.
And the table!

MIKE
Yea, that was me...

(She goes to the dinning table, 
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there are broken glasses on top of 
it, a bottle which has spilled 

)over it.

MANDY
My beautiful table!

MIKE
( )stands and goes to the table.

Yea... That's going to stain...

( )He starts to laugh.

MANDY
Don't laugh!

MIKE
I'm sorry...

MANDY
It's not funny! My house is destroyed!

MIKE
Oh come on... It's not that bad...

MANDY
Not that bad? Look at it, it's like a war zone!

MIKE
( )looks around.

Actually you are right, it's pretty bad...

(Mandy walks to the sofa and sits 
on it and as she does she feels 
something underneath, she takes it 

)out and is a pair of handcuff.

MANDY
What's this?

MIKE
Oh, they are mine...

MANDY
What are they doing here?

MIKE
It was your idea! I had them in the van...

MANDY
Why do you have handcuff in your van? What are you a part 
time policeman!

MIKE
I carry them as a joke...

(He goes and sits next to her. Puts 
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)his arm around her.

MIKE (CONT'D)
Hey come on, all this stuff can be fixed...

MANDY
Can it?

MIKE
Of course it can, it's only material stuff...

(Mandy sits there and holds her 
)head.

MANDY
Oh, my head is pounding...

MIKE
And I know how to fix that...

( )He gets up and starts searching.

MIKE (CONT'D)
Have you seen my trousers?

(Mandy points at one of the 
pictures where his trousers are 

)hanging.

MIKE (CONT'D)
Hey, how did they get there?

(He goes and puts them on and 
)throws the cushion to her.

MIKE (CONT'D)
What we need is...

(He goes to the kitchen and picks 
up the left over food from last 

)night and brings it.

MIKE (CONT'D)
Do you have Tabasco?

MANDY
You what?

MIKE
Tabasco?

MANDY
I think there is some in the cupboard.

(He goes and looks for it and find 
)it.
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MIKE
Aha! Here we are, this baby will fix all your worries...

(Comes over and puts Tabasco on the 
)food.

MIKE (CONT'D)
Come on then, this will cure you head...

( )He takes a bite.

MANDY
( )reluctant.

Are you serious?

MIKE
(trying to fight the heat from the 

)Tabasco.
Yes, try it, this is great stuff...

(Mandy takes a bite and feels the 
)heat from the Tabasco.

MANDY
( )with her mouth full.

Oh my god!

( )She spits it out.

MANDY (CONT'D)
Are you trying to kill me!

MIKE
Trust me, it works.

MANDY
I rather die of a headache!

MIKE
Come on it's not that bad!

(He eats the food and fights the 
heat from the Tabasco sauce. Mandy 

)watches him. He looks back at her.

MIKE (CONT'D)
What?

MANDY
Nothing.

MIKE
Tell me, come on...

MANDY
Nothing...
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( )She turns away.

MIKE
Why were you looking at me like that for?

( )She turns to look at him again.

MANDY
It's just that...

MIKE
What?

MANDY
I don't remember a lot... Of what happened...

MIKE
Really? Were you that drunk?

MANDY
No, I wasn't that drunk...

MIKE
Then?

MANDY
I don't know... it's like, like it was a dream... Was it a 
dream?

MIKE
Oh no, trust me, it was very real!

MANDY
Then why can't I remember...

MIKE
Well, I think it's because... you finally relaxed.

MANDY
What? Really?

MIKE
Of course, I don't think you've been so relaxed in years, it 
was like you were on ecstasy, you suddenly let go and you 
pushed everything that was knotted inside, out.

MANDY
I guess you're right...

( )Pause, she looks at him.

MANDY (CONT'D)
Mike, I need to ask you a question and I need you to be 
honest with me...
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MIKE
Sure...

MANDY
Promise you will tell me the truth?

MIKE
I promise.

MANDY
( )she pauses.

Well, I don't remember a lot so I can't tell if...

MIKE
What?

MANDY
Well, if... You know, if...

( )She makes some gestures.

MIKE
Im sorry, I don't think I understand what you are asking?

(Mandy stands up and walks away 
)from him.

MANDY
Well, I need to know... How was it?

MIKE
( )looks at her

You mean sex?

MANDY
Yes, I mean, how was it, for you...

(Mike stands and walks towards her 
)and holds her from behind.

MIKE
It was perfect...

MANDY
( )turns to face him.

Really?

MIKE
Yes, really...

MANDY
You are not just saying that to please me?

MIKE
Mandy, last night we had incredible sex...
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MANDY
But was it perfect?

MIKE
Yes, I told you it was perfect.

MANDY
I need you to be honest with me, please?

MIKE
Mandy, look at me?

( )She looks at him.

MIKE (CONT'D)
It was perfect.

MANDY
( )smiles at him.

Thank you...

MIKE
No, thank you.

(They come close and kiss. Then he 
see the clock on the kitchen and 

)separates.

MIKE (CONT'D)
Shit!

MANDY
What?

MIKE
Look at the time! You're going to be late for work...

MANDY
( )She looks at the clock

I don't care! I don't have to go to work. In fact I'm calling 
in sick...

(She tries to take his trousers 
)off.

MIKE
I don't think that's such a good idea... Besides I have to 
finish your kitchen...

MANDY
Who care about the kitchen. Right now I want to get on top of 
you again and this time I want to remember it!

MIKE
Mandy, you need to get to work...
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MANDY
I want to make love to you!!!

MI
Look let's wait for tonight, after work, we'll have more 
time... we can do it all over again...

MANDY
No, I want it now!

MIKE
You have to go to work and I have to finish the kitchen...

( )He runs away from her.

MANDY
Hey, come on, you are the one that told me to relax! So now 
you relax and come to me...

( )She chases him around the room.

MIKE
There's no time... The guys with the oven are coming over 
this morning...

(She stops and looks at him, then 
)replies.

MANDY
I don't care! I need to remember!!!!

( )She jumps on top of him

MIKE
Look, I promise you, tonight, I'll have a surprise for you...

( )She is all over him.

MANDY
Come on... Just a little bit...

MIKE
Tonight, and you can have it all. Besides, it's good to keep 
your appetite for later...

( )He pushes her gently away.

MIKE (CONT'D)
Trust me, you won't regret it...

(She looks at him for a moment and 
)then gets up.

MANDY
Ok, but tonight, you and me... And I'm calling in sick 
tomorrow!
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MIKE
Ok, sounds like a plan...

MANDY
Ok, I'll go and shower...

( )She walks towards the bedroom.

MANDY (CONT'D)
Maybe you can join me...

MIKE
Tonight...

MANDY
Now?...

MIKE
Tonight!

MANDY
Ok...

(She blows him a kiss and 
disappears. He looks for his phone 

)and knocks a few things.

MANDY (CONT'D)
( )from outside.

Everything ok?

MIKE
Yes, I'm just tidying up...

( )eventually finds it and dials.

MIKE (CONT'D)
Come on, pick it up...

(There is no answer, hangs up and 
)dials again.

MIKE (CONT'D)
Shit!

(He waits for someone to answer the 
)phone

MIKE (CONT'D)
Come on!

(He hangs up and goes over to the 
balcony and looks out. Nervously 
he goes back and starts to put 

)things back into place.
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MANDY
( )From outside.

Hey Mike... The water is so hot and nice... Are you sure you 
don't want to join me? 

MIKE
I'm kind of busy now...

( )He goes to the window again.

( )His mobile rings.

MIKE (CONT'D)
Hey Ron, thanks for calling me back. Listen, I need you to 
stay away for a while, don't come in... An hour...

MANDY
Mike... I need someone to scrub my back...

MIKE
Make it two... You're a star, thanks mate... Yes I'll call 
you when I'm ready... I have to go... Ok, bye...

( )He hangs up.

MANDY
( )from outside.

Mike... The shower is getting cold...

MIKE
I'm coming...

( )He goes out.

MANDY
( )from outside.

Right then...You dirty boy, let's clean you up...

(We hear giggling and the sound of 
a shower. The telephone rings. The 

)answering machine comes on.

MANDY (CONT'D)
( )voice on the machine.

Hello I can't take your call so please leave a short message 
and speak slowly and clearly so I can call you back.

VOICE
Hello, this is a message for Ron, he is the painter and 
decorator who is doing your kitchen, Ron mate is Steve, I 
don't know what's wrong with your mobile, tried to call you 
several times but the answering machine comes on. The oven 
will be delivered today by 11 am, one of my boys will drop it 
at the flat. Give me a shout if you need anything else. 
Thanks.

( )The machine goes beep.
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LIGHT OUT

SCENE 10 - THURSDAY EVENING

(We see Mike tiding up the flat. 
There is a dust sheet hiding the 
kitchen which has now been 
re-decorated. He has cooked dinner 
and set the table up with 2 places 
and wine. He looks at his watch 
and then goes over to the stereo 
and puts some music on. His phone 

)rings.

MIKE
Hello? Hi mate, all done, yes... I'm waiting... Yes... Sure, 
tomorrow, afterwards. No I think she said she was taking the 
day off...Yes no worries... I know. I think its worked, she 
Was late for work today and left the house in a mess! Sure, 
by tomorrow, afternoon... Don't worry, I'll leave as agreed, 
I have it all worked out... Ok, I'll meet you afterwards.

(We see Mandy enter, she has some 
shopping bags with her and is 
wearing a very colorful dress and 
sunglasses. She looks very 
different from before, her hair is 

)down and she looks relaxed.

MIKE (CONT'D)
( )on the phone.

I've got to go...

( )He hangs up.

MIKE (CONT'D)
Hey, look at you!

MANDY
Do you like it?

( )She does a twirl.

MIKE
Yes, I like it. Wow, you look... Amazing!

MANDY
Thank you. I left work early, told them I had a headache, 
which I kind of did, but went for a walk, it's so beautiful 
outside. And then I thought, you know what, this is a new 
relaxed me, I need to change my wardrobe, so I went shopping! 
I got so many new things...

(She puts the bags on the sofa. She 
)looks around.
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MANDY (CONT'D)
Did you clean the house?

MIKE
Yes I did and fixed some of the broken things, except the 
TV... I know how important it is for you so I wanted to 
surprise you.

MANDY
There was no need, I don't care about it any more. Like you 
said, it's all material things.

(She goes over to the TV and hits 
)it with her bag.

MANDY (CONT'D)
There, you see, I don't care!

( )She then looks at the table.

MANDY (CONT'D)
Did you set up the table too?

MIKE
I sure did...

( )She goes over to the table.

MANDY
Mike, this is so lovely!

(She looks at him and with a cheeky 
smile she takes the glasses off 
the coasters and throws the 

)coasters to Mike.

MANDY (CONT'D)
No need for these any more!

( )She looks at the dust sheet.

MANDY (CONT'D)
What happened to the kitchen?

MIKE
That's the big surprise...

MANDY
Is it finished?

MIKE
Yes, and...

(He goes over and rips the dust 
sheet to reveal the kitchen 

)re-done and dinner cooked.
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MIKE (CONT'D)
I've cooked dinner for you!

(Mandy looks at it in amazement, 
)she goes over.

MANDY
Mike, this is so amazing, look at the kitchen... And the 
food! I didn't know you can cook? You told me you were the 
take-away king?

MIKE
I'm a man of many talents, I can eat a take-away and cook a 
meal...

(She looks at him and gives him a 
smile. She goes close to him and 

)embraces him.

MANDY
You are not real...

MIKE
( )nervously.

What do you mean?

MANDY
You can't be real...

MIKE
( )he breaks away.

I don't know what you mean, of course I'm real...

MANDY
A man, who can fix a kitchen, eat a take away, cook an 
amazing dinner and make perfect love... That only happens in 
movies!

MIKE
Well, that's me...

( )Pause, she looks at him.

MANDY
I reckon he sent you...

MIKE
( )Gets very nervous.

What do you mean?

MANDY
I reckon God sent you to me...

( )Mike looks relive.
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MANDY (CONT'D)
To fully my every fantasy.

(She goes to him and holds his 
)hands.

MIKE
Yes, that's right, I'm here to fulfill your every fantasy...

MANDY
Then I'm a lucky woman...

( )She gives him a kiss.

MANDY (CONT'D)
Hold me...

( )They hug.

MANDY (CONT'D)
And don't let go...

MIKE
( )uncomfortable.

So...

MANDY
This is too good to be true...

MIKE
( )breaking away.

let's have dinner...

MANDY
I've got something for you...

(She takes out a box wrapped as a 
)present.

MIKE
What's this...

MANDY
Come on, open it.

(Mike takes the box. He opens it 
and inside is a silver cigarette 

)holder.

MANDY (CONT'D)
Do you like it?

MIKE
What is it?
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MANDY
It's a cigarette holder. Read the inscription...

MIKE
( )he turns it and reads.

"To my "perfect" lover... Mandy"... this is really nice. 
Thank you...

MANDY
You don't seem to like it?

MIKE
( )he hesitates.

No, I do...

MANDY
You don't sound very sure...

MIKE
No I like it, it's just that... I don't smoke.

(She goes close to him and gives 
)him a kiss.

MANDY
You are a sweet boy. It's ok, this is the new me, I don't 
care if you do...

MIKE
No, honestly I don't smoke...

MANDY
You don't have to lie, I know you do. I saw your cigarette 
ends in the balcony... As long as you smoke outside I don't 
mind.

( )He looks confused.

MANDY (CONT'D)
You thought I wouldn't notice them?

MIKE
Sorry...

MANDY
That's ok, I also got you an ashtray...

(She takes out the ashtray from the 
)bag and hands over to him.

MIKE
Thanks...

( )She gives him a kiss
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MANDY
I love all your imperfections... I'm going to go and slip 
into something more comfortable...

(She goes and picks up the shopping 
bags pointing at a Victoria 
Secrets bag. She winks and goes 

)towards the bedroom.

MANDY (CONT'D)
See you shortly... Lover boy.

(She goes out. He looks at the gift 
and thinks what happened. He goes 
to the balcony and see the 

)cigarette ends.

MIKE
Shit!

LIGHTS OUT

SCENE 11 - FRIDAY 3 AM

(Before the lights come on we hear 
moaning and shouting of pleasure 
as Mike and Mandy make love. We 
hear the conversation over the 

)speakers as they have sex.

MANDY
Oh my god! Don't stop! Please don't stop!

MIKE
I have to!

MANDY
No! don't, please, don't stop!

MIKE
Mandy I have to, I have a cramp!

MANDY
Ok, 10 seconds, get yourself sorted out...

MIKE
Ouch, ah, it really hurts!

MANDY
Oh stop moaning and get on with it!

( )Pause.
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MANDY (CONT'D)
Are you done?

MIKE
Wait, I still have my legged cramped!

MANDY
Really Mike, come on, I need you to carry on! Please!

MIKE
Can we at least get out of the wardrobe?

MANDY
Oh my god, come on then...

(We hear them come out and Mike 
)trips over.

MIKE
Ouch!

MANDY
Come on!

MIKE
Where are we going...

MANDY
To the bathroom...

MIKE
Why can't we just get into bed...

MANDY
Again? We've done it 5 times in bed already, I want to have 
sex in every corner of this house... 

(Pause. Their voices change and 
become echo from being in the 

)bathroom.

MIKE
Ouch!

MANDY
What now?

MIKE
The tab, it's right up my ass!

MANDY
Ooh kinky!

MIKE
No seriously... Get off... Ouch! 
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MANDY
Well sit on the toilet then.

MIKE
Ok..

( )Pause.

MIKE (CONT'D)
Ooh it's cold!

MANDY
For Christ sakes! Just shut up and fuck me!

(We hear more moaning as Mandy 
)reaches her orgasm.

TRANSITION TO
THE NEXT SCENE

SCENE 12 - FRIDAY 4 AM

(The flat is in semi-darkness. It 
looks untidy with the rests of the 
dinner on the table. We see Mike 
come in from the bedroom. He is 
wearing his trousers only. He tip 
toes around looking for the rest 
of his cloths. He see his shirt 
and puts it on. Then he find his 
socks and puts them on. He finds 

)one shoe.

MIKE
( )in a low voice.

Where is my fucking shoe...

(He continues to look around. He 
finds the cigarette holder Mandy 
got him and looks at it, reads the 
inscription. He smiles and then 
looks sad. Mandy walks in and 

)turns the lights on.

MANDY
What are you doing?

MIKE
( )nervous.

I was...

( )Looks at the cigarette box.

MIKE (CONT'D)
Looking for this...
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MANDY
Dressed?

MIKE
Yes, dressed... I was going to go out for a cigarette...

MANDY
( )looks at him.

You are missing a shoe...

MIKE
Yes I couldn't find it and I didn't want to wake you up so I 
was going to go out with one shoe...

MANDY
Silly boy! I don't mind if you wake me up...

( )She goes and hugs him.

MANDY (CONT'D)
Give me a kiss before you have your cigarette...

(They kiss. Pause. Mike doesn't 
)move.

MANDY (CONT'D)
Well...

MIKE
Yes, I'm off to have my ciggy...

( )He goes to the door.

MANDY
Where are you going?

MIKE
Oh, I'm going outside...

MANDY
Why?

MIKE
I don't want to smoke in the balcony...

MANDY
You've been smoking in the balcony all week! Don't be 
silly...

MIKE
I know but you are here, and I don't want to...

MANDY
Just go to the balcony!

( )She ushers him to the balcony.
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MANDY (CONT'D)
I think the one who now needs to relax it's you!

MIKE
Ok...

(Mike goes outside and stands. 
)Mandy goes to the kitchen.

MANDY
Do you want a cup of tea?

MIKE
No, thank you...

(She puts the kettle on and goes to 
)the balcony.

MANDY
Well?

(She indicates he has not light up 
)a cigarette yet.

MIKE
I think I'm going to give up...

MANDY
Hey, don't do it for me, I honestly don't mind. I actually 
think is kind of sexy... Let me see you with a cigarette...

( )He opens the box.

MIKE
Oh, I forgot, I don't have any left... I run out. Never 
mind...

( )He tires to go back in.

MANDY
Wait a minute...

(She goes over to the cupboard 
)where she has the coats.

MANDY (CONT'D)
Aha!

(She pulls out a packet of 
)cigarettes.

MANDY (CONT'D)
Sometimes Chris runs out of cigarettes so he keeps an 
emergency pack here.
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MIKE
( )reluctant.

Great...

(She goes to the balcony and gives 
)him the pack, he looks at it.

MIKE (CONT'D)
They are your brother's, I don't think I should open them...

MANDY
Don't worry, we can buy him a pack tomorrow.

(He slowly opens the pack and takes 
)out a cigarette.

MIKE
I don't have a light...

MANDY
Oh, no problem...

(She goes to the kitchen and takes 
)out some matches.

MANDY (CONT'D)
Here you go...

MIKE
Thanks...

(He puts the cigarette in his mouth 
)and slowly lights up the match.

MANDY
Oh, you do look sexy...

( )He blows out the match.

MIKE
You know what, smoking is bad for you... I'm quitting!

MANDY
You can't! I just bought you a cigarette holder!

MIKE
I can put chewing gum in it!

( )He goes back inside.

MIKE (CONT'D)
I think I'll have that cup of tea after all...

(Mandy goes to the kitchen and 
takes two cups out. Makes tea and 

)gives him a cup. She looks at him.
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MANDY
What's going on?

MIKE
What do you mean?

MANDY
Well, giving up smoking, all of the sudden...

MIKE
I told you, I think it's time I gave up.

MANDY
Look, I don't want you to change just because we are a couple 
now...

( )He chokes on his tea.

MANDY (CONT'D)
I like you just the way you are, the perfect Mike, even if 
you smoke.

MIKE
Look I'm not perfect...

MANDY
You are to me...

( )Mike looks away.

MANDY (CONT'D)
Are you ok?

MIKE
Yes, I'm fine...

( )Goes to him.

MANDY
Are you sure? Have I done something to upset you? 

MIKE
No... You've done nothing wrong.

(There is a silence, Mandy walks 
)away.

MANDY
Mike, 2 days ago I thought I was mad...

MIKE
You are not mad...

MANDY
I know that now. But before, I honestly thought there was 
something wrong with me. Even Chris and mum thought I needed 
help, everyone I knew thought I was mad, people ran away from 

(MORE)
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me... Not surprising, I was an uptight righteous little bitch 
that wanted everything to be perfect... 

( )Mike looks at her.

MANDY (CONT'D)
But now, I know what being perfect means... Look at you...

MIKE
What do you mean?

MANDY
Perfect doesn't mean you have to do everything that's right. 
You can fix a kitchen, you smoke, you eat junk food and you 
like to cook... You can do anything you want, that's what 
makes you perfect..

( )Mike looks away.

MANDY (CONT'D)
Mike, I wasn't mad, I just needed to let go, let go to what I 
believed was my perfect life... and you helped me. I just 
needed to be myself, to understand that in the end perfect 
comes from being who you are, not what you would like people 
to think you are...

(She walks towards the sofa and 
)sits.

MANDY (CONT'D)
Come here...

(Mike walks towards Mandy and sits 
)next to her.

MANDY (CONT'D)
Hold me...

(He holds her. They sit looking 
)out.

MANDY (CONT'D)
Right now, this is perfect...

(They sit there. She rests her head 
)on his shoulder.

MANDY (CONT'D)
Even though you are missing a shoe...

LIGHTS GO OUT

SCENE 13 - FRIDAY 4 PM

(The flat is as it was the previous 
scene. There is an envelope on the 
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breakfast bar. We hear the 
telephone ring. The answering 

)machine come on.

MANDY
( )voice on the machine.

Hello I can't take your call so please leave a short message 
and speak slowly and clearly so I can call you back.

MOTHER
( )voice in the machine

Hi sweetheart, it's mum, where are you? I called work again 
and they tell me you haven't showed up. I'm worried and I've 
asked Chris to come over and see you, you've never called in 
sick before... You must be really bad... Are you there? Look 
call me as soon as you can, Chris should be there soon, I'm 
really worried now... I'll call back in 5 minutes, may be you 
are in the toilet... Oh my god, may be you are trowing up! 
I'm calling Chris again, he should be there by now to check 
on you... Call me... Bye.

(As she is finishing talking Mandy 
walks in, she has shopping bags 
with her and has heard the end of 

)the recording.

MANDY
Mike? Hello?

(She goes and puts the bags on the 
breakfast table and see the 

)envelope.

MANDY (CONT'D)
Mike? I'm back, where are you?

(She goes and plays the message 
again and listens to it and she 
places the things she brought into 
the fridge. The door bell rings. 
She goes and opens the door. Chris 

)comes in.

CHRIS
Hi sis, mum is really worried about you, I told her you were 
fine but she insisted I came to see you...

(As he says this the end of the 
message is playing, we hear the 
beep and the next message comes 

)on.

MOTHER
( )voice in the machine

Hi Mandy, it's mum, I left you a message, I'm worried, I 
asked Chris to come over... Where are you? Call me...



107.

CHRIS
I see she has already left you a message...

MANDY
Several actually.

(Machine beeps and the next message 
comes on, Mandy continues to put 

)things away.

MOTHER
( )voice in the machine

Hi, it's me, again... Are you there? Are you sick? What's 
wrong? Call me...

MANDY
She needs to relax!

( )Chris looks at her in amazement.

CHRIS
What?

( )Another message comes on.

MOTHER
( )voice in the machine.

Sweetheart, it's mum, where are you? Work tells me you called 
in sick, what's wrong? Call me... I called your brother, he 
doesn't know what's wrong with you... Call me...

CHRIS
She reminds me of someone I know...

(The machine beeps and the next 
message comes on. As it plays 
Chris freezes and Mandy looks 

)shocked.

VOICE
Hello, this is a message for Ron, he is the painter and 
decorator who is doing your kitchen, Ron mate is Steve, I 
don't know what's wrong with your mobile, tried to call you 
several times but the answering machine comes on. The oven 
will be delivered today by 11 am, one of my boys will drop it 
at the flat. Give me a shout if you need anything else. 
Thanks.

(The machine beeps. Mandy looks at 
)Chris.

MANDY
Who's Ron?

CHRIS
( )nervous.

How should I know, it's your answering machine...
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MANDY
Chris? Why was that man leaving a message for Ron who is 
fixing my kitchen?

CHRIS
I don't know... May be they call the wrong number...

MANDY
Really? The wrong number? Someone delivering an oven when 
mine was fitted?

CHRIS
Yea... What are the odds...

MANDY
Chris!

(She looks at the envelope on the 
)kitchen top and goes to grab it.

CHRIS
What's that?

( )Mandy looks at it.

CHRIS (CONT'D)
May be it's for me...

( )He tries to grab it from her.

MANDY
Why would it be for you?

CHRIS
May be Mike left it for me before he left...May be is the 
invoice for the job...

MANDY
How do you know he is not here?

CHRIS
( )Nervous

I'm just assuming he's gone...

MANDY
Chris, you'd better tell me what's going on...

CHRIS
Nothing is going on...Give me the invoice...

(She pulls away from him and opens 
)the envelope and reads the note. 

MANDY
( )her expression changes as she reads

...... I'm leaving without saying goodbye as I know that if I 
see you when you come back, I won't be able to lie to you any 

(MORE)
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more.

MANDY (CONT'D)
( )looks at Chris

What the hell is going on Chris? Is his name Ron? Is he 
married?

(Chris Doesn't say anything, she 
)continues to read.

MANDY (CONT'D)
I'm not really a painter and decorator... I'm an escort and 
your brother hired me for a week to be with you... He did it 
because he believes you are not mad, you just needed to 
relax.

( )She looks up and looks at Chris.

( )She continues to read.

MANDY (CONT'D)
I didn't fix your kitchen, some guys came in every day while 
you were at work and did it, hence the cigarette ends in your 
balcony... Yes I don't smoke, that was another lie, I'm 
sorry. I couldn't take the cigarette holder you gave me, I 
feel bad... So I left it behind...

(She looks up and see the cigarette 
holder on the table. She goes and 

)picks it up. Continues to read.

MANDY (CONT'D)
But not everything was a lie. I do love eating fast food and 
I am the king of it. I also know how to cook, so the meal we 
had, I cooked it for you... And the incredible sex... I've 
never made love to anyone like that before, it was perfect. 
Mandy, I was meant to tell you another lie, that my father 
fell ill and I had to leave the country in an emergency. It 
was simple, just another job. I would disappear and you would 
move on... But you became more than a job, I couldn't lie to 
you any more... I needed to tell you the truth.

(There is a silence as she looks at 
)the cigarette holder. 

CHRIS
Mandy...

(She gestures to him not to speak, 
)then continues to read.

MANDY
Mandy, I'm really sorry I lied to you. And I'm sorry because 
I actually like you. I think you are an amazing woman who 
would make any guy happy... Who would make me happy. But I 
know that now you know the truth, you will never want to see 
me again. I wish things had been different, I wish you 

(MORE)
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brother hadn't hired me, I wish... I wish I was Mike, the 
painter and decorator who smokes and loves fast food. Take 
care Mandy. Tom... That's my real name.

( )Mandy looks down.

CHRIS
Sis, hear me out...

MANDY
( )quietly.

Get out...

CHRIS
Look, I'm sorry...

MANDY
( )louder.

Get out!

CHRIS
Mandy, listen to me...

MANDY
( )Shouting.

Get out!

CHRIS
I did it for you! I did it because I knew you were not mad, 
because you needed to clear your past...

MANDY
( )Shouting.

Get out of my house!

(She takes the cigarette holder and 
)throws it at Chris.

CHRIS
Mandy, please...

(She starts to throw things at 
Chris as he runs to the door and 

)leave the flat.

MANDY
Get out of my house you bastard!

(Mandy slams the door shut and 
collapses on the floor sobbing, 
she sees the cigarette holder next 
to her and picks it up, looks at 
it as she cries. The telephone 
rings. The answering machine comes 

)on and then a message.



111.

MOTHER
Mandy, sweetheart, I know you are there, please pick up the 
phone... What's wrong baby? I'm really worried. Did you 
brother come over? Please call me back... I just want to know 
you are alright, please? Ok, I'm waiting for your call...Call 
me.

( )The machine beeps.

LIGHTS GO OUT

SCENE 14 - SATURDAY LATE AFTERNOON

(As the scene begins we see the 
house empty, the curtains are 
drawn and it looks just as it was 
before. The telephone rings and 

)the answering machine comes on.

CHRIS
( )Voice over.

Hi Mandy, will you please pick up the phone? I know you are 
still mad at me, and you have every right to be but please I 
need to talk to you. I'm worried now. Look I told mum what 
happened, she is really mad as well. She is worried and is 
coming to see you. I told her not too but you know what she's 
like, so unless you call her today, she is jumping on the 
first train tomorrow morning and I'm sure you don't want 
that. Look I feel really bad, this is all my mess but I just 
wanted to help you, believe me, it was not my intention to 
hurt you. Please? Look just give me 10 minutes, that's all, 
and if after that you still mad at me, I'll leave you alone, 
but please let me talk to you...

(As he says the last few sentences 
Mandy has come in and she is 
listening to the message. She 
looks a mess and has been crying, 
she has not changed since 

)yesterday.

CHRIS (CONT'D)
Mandy, please, I know you are there... Please pick up...

(She goes to the phone and picks it 
)up.

MANDY
Go away!

CHRIS
( )over the speaker.

Please sis, don't hang up, let me talk to you, I implore you!



112.

MANDY
Leave me alone...

CHRIS
You look a mess, I feel so bad and I have not slept, please 
let me talk to you...

MANDY
How do you know I look a mess?

CHRIS
I'm outside...

(She goes over to the door and 
opens it but there is no one 

)there.

CHRIS (CONT'D)
Outside your balcony...

(Mandy walks to the balcony and 
opens the curtains and see Chris 

)standing there.

MANDY
( )still on the phone.

What are you doing there?

CHRIS
I claimed through your neighbors balcony to get to your 
house. I was hopping the door was open so I could come in...

MANDY
How long have you been there?

CHRIS
A few hours...

MANDY
Why didn't you claimed down?

CHRIS
I didn't realized it was easier to come up than to go down... 
Can I come in?

( )She looks at him.

CHRIS (CONT'D)
Please?

(She opens the door and Chris goes 
)in.

CHRIS (CONT'D)
Thanks sis, I'm so hungry, I've been there since this 
morning. You wouldn't have something to eat would you...
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( )She gives him a look.

CHRIS (CONT'D)
Or just a cup of tea?

(She goes over to the kitchen and 
)puts the kettle on.

CHRIS (CONT'D)
Look...

MANDY
( )she interrupts him.

Why?

CHRIS
I really wanted to help you...

MANDY
Help me? By hiring a prostitute?

CHRIS
Well, technically he's not a prostitute, he is an escort...

MANDY
We had sex!

CHRIS
Well, yes, that was the objective...

MANDY
I had sex with a complete and utter stranger! That's a 
prostitute!

CHRIS
Well, yes I see your point, but you see, again that is not 
accurate, You had sex on Wednesday so you knew each other for 
2 days...

MANDY
How do you know when we had sex?

CHRIS
I was his employer, he had to report every day...

(She throws the cup she has in her 
)hand at Chris.

CHRIS (CONT'D)
Take it easy... Sorry...

MANDY
This is not a joke Chris...

CHRIS
I know, I'm sorry.
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( )Pause.

MANDY
What you did was despicable...

CHRIS
What I did I did it for you...

MANDY
You hired a man to have sex with me!

CHRIS
It was that or the shrink!

MANDY
You had no right...

CHRIS
I had every right! I'm your brother and I care about you!

MANDY
If you cared about me you wouldn't have done what you did!

CHRIS
Well I thought it was the best option!

MANDY
Well it wasn't Chris! It wasn't...

( )Pause.

CHRIS
Of course it was, look at you! Look at your house! You needed 
to relax, you needed to forget your past. Before you met 
Mike...

MANDY
Tom!

CHRIS
Tom...you were an uptight manic little bitch who was obsessed 
with everything being perfect, who was driving people away 
because no one wanted to hang around with you, no one wanted 
to put up with your madness anymore, you were heading for 
disaster, you were going to end up a lonely mad woman!

(Silence. Chris looks at Mandy who 
is now sitting on a stool looking 

)out.

CHRIS (CONT'D)
I'm sorry Mandy, but I did what I thought it was best for 
you. I didn't want to see you ending up with a shrink, 
because that's where you were heading. I love you Mandy, you 
are my sister, and I couldn't see you like that any more.
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(Mandy starts to sob, Chris goes 
over to her and puts his arm 
around her. They walk back to the 

)sofa and sit.

CHRIS (CONT'D)
I wanted to help you, to get you out of the hole you were 
digging, I didn't mean to do you any harm.

MANDY
( )looks up to him.

I spent the last 15 years believing that everything had to be 
perfect, that less than that was not good enough. And 
everyday that went by, I found it harder and harder to move 
away from searching for that perfect... and it never 
arrived... Until I met Mike.

CHRIS
Tom...

MANDY
No, Mike... Chris, you gave me that perfect I was looking 
for, the man who not only could fix a kitchen but was great 
in bed, and sensitive as well as care free. He had everything 
I had been searching for... Except it was not real... It was 
all a lie.

(Pause, she stands up and goes to 
the kitchen, she picks up the 
cigarette holder and looks at it. 

)Reads the inscription.

MANDY (CONT'D)
"to my prefect lover..." Chris, I fell in love with Mike.

( )Pause.

CHRIS
I'm so sorry Mandy...

( )She starts to cry, he goes to her.

CHRIS (CONT'D)
All I wanted to do was to help you...

( )He holds her in his arms.

CHRIS (CONT'D)
Please forgive me...

( )Pause. She looks at him

MANDY
Why one week?
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CHRIS
That's all I could afford...

( )She laughs. Pause.

CHRIS (CONT'D)
I didn't think you'd fall in love with him...

MANDY
But I did....

CHRIS
I'm sorry for hurting you...

MANDY
( )looks at Chris.

You weren't to know, that your sister would be stupid enough 
to fall in love... With the wrong man. I should have known 
that Mike was too good to be true...

CHRIS
I'm sure there is a Mike out there.

MANDY
No, now I know that perfect doesn't exits... So I guess you 
accomplished what you wanted.

(She gives him a kiss on the cheek. 
Pours tea in both cups and gives 

)him one and takes the other.

MANDY (CONT'D)
Drink it, you need it.

(They both drink and Chris takes a 
coaster to put his mug on and 
Mandy places her mug on the table 

)without a coaster.

MANDY (CONT'D)
( )with a smile.

Relax, it's only a table.

LIGHT OUT

SCENE 15 - MONDAY EVENING - TWO WEEKS LATER

(As the lights come up with see 
Mandy, dress in a track suit and 
her hair is up in a messy bun. She 
is on the phone and in the 
kitchen. She is holding a ready 
meal box and is reading the 

)instructions.
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MANDY
( )on the phone.

Mum, I'm telling you there is no indication of how long it 
has to be in there... Well I don't know, it's a new oven... 
Look I'm just going to stick it in for 20 minutes and we'll 
see what happens... Yes, I'll be careful don't worry, I've 
already burnt the kitchen once! Alright mum, thanks. Yes I'll 
call you if I need anything else but I think I can handle it 
for here... Yes, love you too... Bye.

(She puts the phone down, opens the 
box and puts the contents into the 
oven which has already been on and 
she moves away form the heat that 

)comes from it when she opens it.

MANDY (CONT'D)
Wow, that's way too hot! I'm sure that's not right...

(She picks up the pack again and 
tries to read. Then the door bell 

)rings.

MANDY (CONT'D)
Coming...

(She puts the box in the bin and 
walks to the door. As she walks by 
the table she un-tidies a chair 
that is too square and smiles. She 
opens the door and there is a 
young man with a bag of take away 

)food.

MANDY (CONT'D)
Yes?

BOY
Your order...

MANDY
What order?

BOY
Your Chinese take away you ordered.

MANDY
You must be mistaken, I didn't order any take-away.

BOY
( )looks at the order slip.

Well it says here 17 Kings way, flat 3, Miss Mandy...

MANDY
Yes that's me and my address but I'm telling you I didn't 
order any take away... Oh wait a minute... Right I think I 
know what's happened. Look my brother probably ordered this 

(MORE)
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for me because he thinks I'm useless with pre-cooked meals, 
which I'm kind of, but I'm already cooking my dinner so I'm 
sorry please take it away.

BOY
I can't do that...

MANDY
Look I'm not going to pay for it!

BOY
It's already paid for...

MANDY
Really?

BOY
Yes, and I've come a long way to deliver this lady, so please 
take it and let me go, I have half an hour to get back.

MANDY
Oh, I see... Well I suppose if he's already paid for it...

(She takes it from him and the boy 
)extends his hand for his tip.

MANDY (CONT'D)
Oh, I'm sorry, how rude of me...

( )She shakes his had.

MANDY (CONT'D)
Thank you, good bye.

(She closes the door. Takes the 
bags with food and places them on 
the counter. She takes the food 
out and goes and picks up the 

)phone and dials.

MANDY (CONT'D)
Hiya, why did you order food!... The food you sent to my 
home... A boy just delivered some Chinese take away, tons of 
it actually, and said it has been paid for already... What do 
you mean you don't know what I'm talking about? Stops messing 
around. So who sent it if it wasn't you?

(As she says this the door bell 
rings again. She stops and looks 
at the food. Then inside the bag 

)she spots something.

MANDY (CONT'D)
There is someone at the door, I'll call you back...

(She hangs up and the door bell 
rings again. She looks inside the 
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bag and takes out a Flipo lighter 
)and reads the inscription.

MANDY (CONT'D)
( )Reading out loud.

"where there is smoke, there is fire..."

(The door bell rings again. She 
looks at the lighter, then at the 
food and slowly walks to the door. 
She stands in front of the door 
and take s deep breath and opens 
it. We see Mike standing at the 

)door.

THE END.


