
40 SOMETHING

By Sergio Snyder - copywrite © 2011
The play takes place in a local coffee shop somewhere 

in the suburbs of a city in early October.
Time - the present

www.sergiosnyder.com 07961398376
e-mail ssnyd282@me.com

Sergio Snyder



SCENE 1 - MONDAY 6 AM

(As the play beginnings, we see the 
coffee shop is empty; it is early 
morning. Through the glass door we 
see Joe standing outside reading 
the newspaper. From the kitchen 
door behind the counter we see 
Keenan walk in with a tray of 
muffins, which he sets on the 
counter and starts to display. Joe 
sees him and bangs on the glass 
door and points at his watch as if 

)to indicate it is time to open.

KEENAN
( )Not looking at him.

Go away!

JOE
( )From outside.

Come on Keenan, it’s freezing out here! And I’m dying for a 
cuppa!

(Enter Bashak; she is carrying also 
a tray with food that she sets on 

)the counter.

BASHAK
How long has he been there?

KEENAN
At least half an hour! Seriously, doesn't he have a home!

JOE

Come on, just let me in. Bashak? I’m dying for a drink.

BASHAK

Well I guess he is not going to go away.

( )She goes and opens the door.

BASHAK (CONT'D)
Good morning Joe.

JOE
Good morning Bashak, thanks!

( )Turns to Keenan

JOE (CONT'D)
What’s the matter with you man! Didn't you see I was freezing 
out there?
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KEENAN
Joe, every day you come earlier! If you carry on like this 
you will be here at 3 in the morning! We don’t open until 
6.30!

JOE
( )Looking at his watch.

 Well it's almost 6.30!

BASHAK
It’s 6.03!

KEENAN
You’ve been out there since 5.30!

JOE
I woke up early this morning...

KEENAN
( )Interrupts him.

Really? You don’t say!

JOE
( )Continues.

I woke up early this morning, and I couldn't get back to 
sleep, terrible backache, I’ve been up all night!

BASHAK
You need to see a doctor...

JOE
I will, next week.

BASHAK
You said that last week, and the week before! If it really 
bothers you, you should go and see the doctor.

JOE
I know, that’s what my Vera would’ve said.

KEENAN
So why don’t you go?

JOE
I will, I’ll get round to it this week.

KEENAN
Yea, whatever!

( )He goes out.

JOE
( )To Bashak.

Any chance of a cuppa?
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BASHAK

I need to get the machine on, it will take a few minutes.

JOE
Oh, I’m desperate! Can’t you just boil the kettle?

BASHAK
Joe, it would be easier if you buy yourself a kettle, some 
tea, milk and have a cup of tea before you come here! That 
way if you can’t sleep, you can get up and make yourself a 
nice cup of tea instead of having to come here for one.

JOE
It’s not the same, I like yours better. I’ve always liked 
other people’s tea better. It’s never quite the same when you 
make your own. When my Vera was a live, she made the best 
cuppa you’ve ever had. Oh she knew how to make a brew that 
woman. When she died, I try to make my tea and I just 
couldn't, it wasn't same. Your cuppa is the closes I’ve ever 
found to my Vera’s.

( )He looks at her.

JOE (CONT'D)
You make a dam good cuppa!

BASHAK
Ok, you charmer, I’ll get the kettle on. But seriously, you 
should consider the idea of making your own tea!

(She goes out. Enter Keenan and 
switches on the coffee machine, 
arranges a few things and goes to 

)open the door.

KEENAN
Where the hell is that boy! He’s late again!

( )Enter Bashak.

JOE
Youth of today! No sense of responsibility! When I was his 
age you’d get a good beating from your employer if you came 
to work late!

BASHAK
I don’t think those methods are legal anymore!

KEENAN
Although it is tempting!

JOE
You should take more drastic measure with that young man! 
Show him discipline!
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BASHAK
Come on, he is not that bad; he is a good little worker. And 
I’m sure he has a reason for being late.

KEENAN
( )Looking at her.

Are we talking about the same guy? You know, John, spotty 
teenager who mops the floor so slowly that by the time he 
finishes he has to start all over because it’s dirt again!

JOE
You’ve always had a soft spot for that boy! He needs a firm 
hand.

BASHAK
He needs stability in his life.

KEENAN
He needs to be on time for work!

(The telephone rings, Keenan 
)answers.

KEENAN (CONT'D)
Hello? Yes... Oh you are joking! Well, can you get some at 
some point? Oh well that’s just great! What do you think I 
run here, a shoe shop? What am I suppose to do? Never mind, 
I’ll work something out. Will you deliver tomorrow? Fine, yes 
cancel today and back tomorrow. Thanks!

( )He hangs up.

KEENAN (CONT'D)
No Bread!

BASHAK
Really! What are we going to do?

JOE
I need my toast!

( )Keenan looks at Joe sarcastic.

KEENAN
Yes that is exactly what I thought when he told me! 

( )Turns to Bashak.

KEENAN (CONT'D)
We’ll have to go to the supermarket.

BASHAK
Yes, but they don't open until 7 am.

KEENAN
What else can we do? We’ll just have to wait. 
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( )Looking at Joe.

KEENAN (CONT'D)
He’ll have to wait!

JOE
Oh I don’t know, half an hour without my toast?

KEENAN
Joe, seriously!

BASHAK
( )Calming him down.

Why don’t you go back into the kitchen and start cooking the 
bacon.

(Keenan walks out with his hands in 
)the air talking in Turkish.

BASHAK (CONT'D)
Don’t worry Joe, I’ll go and get your cup of tea, at least 
you can have that.

JOE
Thanks Bashak, you are the only one who understands my needs! 
I’ll just go and have a ciggy while you bring it.

BASHAK
That stuff is going to kill you one day!

(Joe goes outside for a cigarette. 
Bashak goes out. We see John 
approach the coffee shop and Joe 

)confronts him.

JOE
( )Outside.

Where have you been young man? Do you know what time it is? 
You were supposed to have started half an hour ago!

JOHN
Wow! Take it easy old man! You are not my boss!

JOE
Luckily for you! If I were your boss you wouldn't have a job!

JOHN
Yea, whatever!

(John tries to get in but Joe 
)blocks his way.

JOE
Don’t you talk to me like that young man! In my days, you 
respected the elderly and didn't answer back!
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JOHN
What are you talking about man? I’m just trying to get to 
work!

JOE
Yes, half an hour late!

JOHN
And I’ll be even later if you don’t get out of the way!

JOE
You are an insolent young man! You are in no position to tell 
me you are going to be late because I’m confronting you about 
being late!

JOHN
( )Confused.

What?

JOE
Don’t you what me!

(As the argument gets more heated 
up, Bashak has come out of the 
kitchen and seen this, she comes 

)out and stops them.

BASHAK
Hey! Hang on a minute! What’s going on?

JOE
This good for nothing boy was trying to tell me that he is 
late because of me!

JOHN
What? I did not! You really ought to lay off the drugs old 
man! You are begging to hallucinate!

JOE
How dare you!

(He moves forward as if he is going 
)to hit him, Bashak stops him.

BASHAK
Stop! What is the matter with you both! You are as bad as 
each other!

JOHN
Mrs. Anar, I was just coming in to work when he started to 
give me grief about being late!

JOE
Because you are late!
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JOHN
You are not my boss!

BASHAK
Ok! Stop now! Joe, thank you for stepping in, let me deal 
with this now.

JOE
You don’t know how lucky you are I’m not your boss!

JOHN
Yea! Whatever old man!

( )Pushing John into the coffee shop.

BASHAK
John, stop it!

( )They go back in.

JOHN
I’m sorry Mrs. Anar, he just gets on my nerves! You should 
ban him from the coffee shop!

BASHAK
Joe is a customer and we always treat our customers with 
respect, even if they get on our nerves! That is the motto of 
the service industry “the customer is always right”

JOHN
Not in this case! He is a loony!

BASHAK
John, a little respect please, he is your eldest.

JOHN
Sorry...

BASHAK
( )Looks at him softly.

Why are you late?

JOHN
Well Mrs. Anar, what happened this morning was that I was 
just on my way here and...

BASHAK
The truth John, please?

JOHN
( )He looks down.

I overslept...

BASHAK
Again?
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JOHN
I didn't mean to, I promise. I just find it really hard to 
wake up in the mornings!

BASHAK
If you went to bed earlier you may be able to get up earlier.

JOHN
I tried, like you said, I just can’t!

BASHAK
Well, we are going to have to find a solution, Keenan is not 
very happy with you... and if you continue like this he will 
get rid of you. Is that what you want?

JOHN
No.

BASHAK
Ok, let’s work something out, please help me, I’m running out 
of excuses to keep you on the job! For now when he asks you 
why you are late tell him you though that the clocks had 
changed for winter time and you put yours forward instead of 
backwards.

JOHN
( )Thinks about it.

Clever! How did you think of that?

BASHAK
I had a very strict Turkish father, trust me, if you wanted 
to survive, you needed to think good excuses quickly!

JOHN
( )John looks at Bashak.

Thank you Mrs. Anar, you are like a mum to me.

(Bashak grabs him by the shoulders, 
)looks at him and sights.

BASHAK
That’s the nicest complement you can pay me.

( )Keenan comes out of the kitchen.

KEENAN
Well, well, well, look who decided to turn up!

(Joe, who has been watching from 
)outside, comes in

JOE
I’ve already had a word with him Keenan.

(Keenan looks at Joe strangely, as 
)if to say why?
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KEENAN
Thanks Joe...

JOHN
I’m sorry Mr. Anar, I set my alarm thinking that the clocks 
were going forward one hour this weekend and that’s why I’m 
late.

KEENAN
( )Suspicious.

Really?

JOE
What a lie! The clocks don’t go forward, they go backwards 
and it is not until next weekend!

BASHAK
( )Jumping in.

Yes, that’s why he got confused; he thought it was this 
weekend. He didn't mean to be late.

KEENAN
Well yes, I have to admit, it is confusing if you are not 
sure which way it goes.

BASHAK
That’s right!

JOE
It’s not confusing! It is easy, think of it this way; you 
“spring forward” and you “fall Backwards”

KEENAN
( )Impressed.

Oh yea, that's clever! I must remember that! Ok get changed, 
we have a busy day ahead of us.

(Bashak and John look at each other 
and Bashak gives him a smile and 
wink as if to say I told you so. 

)Joe sees this.

JOHN
Thank you Mr. Anar.

BASHAK
John before you change why don’t you go to the shop down the 
road and wait until it opens, we need to buy bread for today, 
the delivery man didn't come.

JOHN
Sure.

KEENAN
( )To Bashak.

Do you think that's a good idea?
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BASHAK
Yes, he can get the bread, I need you here.

KEENAN
(Not sure about this, he takes money out 

)of the till.
Here bring me at least 10 white and 10 brown, 20 large 
baguettes, at least 30 Pannini and as many bread rolls as you 
can. Keep the receipt and bring me my change.

JOHN
Ok Mr. Anar.

( )He runs out.

KEENAN
Shouldn't he write it down?

BASHAK
Too late, he’ll be fine.

KEENAN
I don't know, often with him the lights are on but there is 
no one home!

BASHAK
That's a mean thing to say!

KEENAN
Well it’s true; he is not the sharpest of pencils, is he?

JOE
I says so! A dog has more common sense than that boy!

BASHAK
Joe! That’s not a nice thing to say!

JOE
Well it’s the truth...

BASHAK
( )Upset.

You are both the same! Always picking on John, just leave him 
alone! He does the best he can.

KEENAN
All right, don’t get all flustered about it!

BASHAK
Well, just stop picking on him. I’m going to the kitchen, if 
you need anything I'll be there!

( )She walks towards the kitchen.

JOE
How about that cuppa?
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BASHAK
( )Turns to look at him.

Ask your mate here to make it for you!

( )She walks out.

JOE
What’s the matter with her?

KEENAN
She get’s very touchy about John.

JOE
Why?

KEENAN
I don’t know, she just does. Women things, you know.

JOE
You need to start bringing some discipline around here my 
friend!

KEENAN
What do you mean?

JOE
Well, come on! Did you really believe the story about the 
clock?

KEENAN
Why not? It's possible, it’s happened to me before.

JOE
Keenan, my friend, that boy has got your wife wrapped around 
his little finger. She helped him think of that excuse, I 
heard it!

KEENAN
Nonsense! Why would Bashak do that?

JOE
To protect him!

KEENAN
From what?

JOE
From you sacking him!

KEENAN
Why would she care if I sack him?

JOE
Don’t you see?
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KEENAN
See what?

JOE
What's going on...

KEENAN
No I don’t! Speak clearly man!

JOE
Well, it’s not for me to say but I think your wife has a 
crush on that young man!

KEENAN
( )Laughs.

What? Seriously man! He could be her son!

JOE
So? Trust me my friend, I’ve seen it all before. Think about 
it...

KEENAN
Joe, there is nothing to think about! You’ve got far too much 
time in your hands!

JOE
Well, I’m only saying...

KEENAN
Well, don’t! Let’s drop it.

JOE
Alright, but don’t say I did not warn you...

KEENAN
Joe, drop it!

JOE
Alright!

( )There is a silence.

JOE (CONT'D)
Any chance to get Bashak to make me that cuppa?

(We see Rob come in, he is wearing 
a suit and tie with the top button 
of his shirt undone. He has a 

)briefcase.

ROB
Morning Keenan, morning Joe.

KEENAN
Morning Rob, just in time to save me from the torture of 
listening to Joe’s nonsense!
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ROB
What nonsense?

JOE
My friend Keenan here doesn't believe me that there is 
something going on between Bashak and John!

ROB
( )Bursting out laughing.

That’s ridiculous!

KEENAN
That's what I said, he’s been watching too much late night 
Television!

( )They laugh.

JOE
Yes, laugh, but I'm telling you I’m right. Don’t say I didn't 
warn you!

ROB
Come on man, John is half her age, and he is not even half as 
intelligent as she is! Why would she fancy someone like that? 
If she is having an affair, it’s probably with someone more 
her age and her intellectual level.

KEENAN
Hoi!

ROB
Sorry Keenan, I didn't mean to say she is having and 
affair...

KEENAN
Can we just drop the subject please!

JOE
We are just trying to help...

KEENAN
Joe!

( )Keenan looks at them.

KEENAN (CONT'D)
Let’s just talk about something else!

( )There is a silence.

ROB
Anyway, today I have that interview at work.

KEENAN
Oh yea, I forgot, what is it for again?
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ROB
There is a great opportunity for a promotion at work and I’m 
going for it!

JOE
Great, what do you get with the promotion?

ROB
Well, more responsibility and probably better money. Oh and I 
get my own office instead of a booth.

KEENAN
Good for you man, it’s long over due.

ROB
Yea, 10 years!

KEENAN
I wish you lots of luck.

ROB
Thanks! I’ll need it! This is a great opportunity.

( )Enter Bashak.

BASHAK
Hi Rob, how are you?

ROB
Good thanks.

KEENAN
Rob was just telling us he’s got that interview today for a 
promotion!

BASHAK
Oh yes, That’s great. So when will you know if you get the 
job?

ROB
Well, today is the interview, we’ll see what happens next.

JOE
Ah, you’ll get the job; just believe in yourself!

ROB
That’s the hardest part, I’ve not been for an interview in 
years so I’m nervous! I really want this job.

BASHAK
You’ll be fine, just remember to sell yourself!

KEENAN
Yes, that’s what is all about, tell them why the job is yours 
and all the good stuff you’ve done, your achievements...

( )Rob suddenly looks panicky.
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BASHAK
What’s the matter?

ROB
I haven’t thought about what I’ve done? What are my 
achievements? Shit!

KEENAN
Just think about it on your way to work, write it all down 
and you’ll be fine!

JOE
And if you can’t think of anything, just make it up!

BASHAK
Joe!

( )To Rob.

BASHAK (CONT'D)
Don’t listen to him, you should always tell the truth in an 
interview.

ROB
Oh god, now I’m panicking! Shit! I’d better go; can I take 
the usual please?

KEENAN
Actually you can’t! The bread man didn't deliver the order 
this morning so we have no bread. But you can take a muffin?

ROB
Sure, whatever, right now I can’t think about food!

( )Keenan puts a muffin in a bag.

KEENAN
Do you want a coffee to take away too?

ROB
Thanks Keenan. How did I not think to prepare...

JOE
Rob, when I was your age, if I went to an interview I would 
always prepared at least a week in advance, listing all my 
assets and achievements as well as all the questions to ask, 
they like it when you ask questions. If you don’t prepare, 
you might as well not border.

( )Rob looks even more panicky.

BASHAK
Thanks Joe, you really know how to inspire people!

( )To Rob.
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BASHAK (CONT'D)
Listen, you are great, just believe it and prepare on the way 
to work.

ROB
Oh my god, I’ve blown it, I didn't prepare! How was I 
supposed to know! I’ve not interviewed for years! Shit!

BASHAK
( )Grabs him by the shoulders.

Rob, look at me! You will be fine! Trust me, just do your 
best, you’ve got time to prepare.

(They look at each other for a 
)moment and Bashak smiles at Rob.

ROB
Thanks Bashak, I appreciate you believing in me!

BASHAK
Hey, who’s my favorite regular customer?

JOE
Me?

BASHAK
You are my favorite pain in the butt!

JOE
I’ll take that!

(Bashak gives him a slight push as 
)she walks by.

BASHAK
I’m going back to work, the morning rush will start soon.

(She goes out. Keenan hands Rob a 
)coffee.

KEENAN
Here you are young man, on the house!

ROB
Thanks Keenan.

( )He walks towards the door.

KEENAN
Good luck, you’ll be great!

JOE
Though you would have been greater if you prepared a week 
ago!

( )Rob goes out.
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KEENAN
Joe! Seriously!

JOE
What? I bet you he’ll screw up the interview.

KEENAN
( )He starts to walk towards the kitchen.

Seriously...

JOE
Keenan?

( )He stops and turns to look at Joe.

KEENAN
What?

JOE
Any chance of that cuppa?

KEENAN
I'll go and make it.

( )He is about to go out.

JOE
Thanks Keenan but...

( )Keenan stops and turns.

KEENAN
What Joe?

JOE
Could you get Bashak to make it? No offense but your tea is 
terrible!

( )Keenan gives him a look.

KEENAN
None taken!

( )He walks out.

LIGHTS OUT

SCENE 2 - MONDAY - 5 HOURS LATER

(We see Joe sitting in the same 
place where he was in the previous 
scene. He is reading the 
newspaper. Enter Bashak; she 

)brings a tray full of sandwiches.
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JOE
( )Not looking at her.

So when are you going to tell him?

BASHAK
You what?

JOE
The boy? When are you going to tell him?

BASHAK
Tell him what?

JOE
That you no longer require his services.

BASHAK
Why would I tell him that?

( )Joe lifts his eyes to look at her.

JOE
Bashak, the boy is useless, he was 2 hours late with the 
bread and then he bought the wrong things! He was late for 
work this morning and now he has gone sick because he had a 
headache!

BASHAK
Look, he was late because he was trying to get the bread and 
they didn't have what we needed.

JOE
He bought the wrong bread...

BASHAK
He bought the wrong bread because he got confused trying to 
find what we asked him...

JOE
And he's gone home...

BASHAK
He went home not because he has a headache but because he was 
exhausted, it was my idea to send him home.

JOE
You sent him home because Keenan was about to sack him!

BASHAK
No he wasn't...

JOE
You know he was. If you hadn't sent him home he would be 
queuing for the dole right now!
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BASHAK
Look, It was best to break the situation now, before we made 
any irrational decisions.

JOE
Bashak, it was the perfect opportunity to put an end to an 
otherwise lost cause.

BASHAK
He is not a lost cause!

JOE
Bashak, you really got to face reality, he is useless and 
eventually Keenan will get rid of him.

BASHAK
Not while I'm here!

( )Pause, Joe looks at her.

JOE
Why are you so keen to keep the boy?

BASHAK
Because I believe there is something good in him.

JOE
What? I can’t see anything good in him? On the contrary, all 
I can see is a string of events that show me otherwise. Plus 
a very disturb background and upbringing. I'm telling you, 
you can’t change the spots on a leopard.

BASHAK
Well, I’d like to try. He’s never had a chance, not a proper 
chance. So I want to give him that, a chance to shine.

JOE
I don’t get it, there are plenty of other brighter young man 
out there who would welcome the opportunity to work, why him?

BASHAK
I told you, I see something in him!

(Pause, Joe lowers his eyes back 
onto the newspaper and reads, 

)Bashak goes back to her work.

JOE
( )After a while and without looking at her.

You know your husband suspects something is going on between 
you and the boy...

BASHAK
What?
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JOE
( )Looks up.

You know, you and the boy...

BASHAK
No I don’t know, me and the boy! What do you mean?

( )Joe put the paper down

JOE
It is not natural, this fixation with him. You are always 
protecting him, always putting him first; you spend too much 
time with him! He think there is something going on between 
you...

BASHAK
That is sick! They boy is half my age! More than half!

JOE
I'm only telling you what I hear. Keenan has noticed, he is 
begging to ask questions. He asked me not to tell you 
anything; I'm sorry, I felt I had to tell you.

BASHAK
This is crazy! I can’t believe he thinks that!

JOE
You mustn't tell him I told you, he’d kill me!

BASHAK
I'm so angry Joe, how could he think that!

JOE
You are giving him reasons to think that.

BASHAK
What do you mean?

JOE
Like I said, you put too much interest on this boy. To be 
honest, when he told me I began to wonder myself...

JOE (CONT'D)
Joe!

( )Joe pauses, looks at her.

JOE (CONT'D)
Well?

BASHAK
Well what?

JOE
Are you?



21.

BASHAK
No I'm not!

JOE
Are you sure?

BASHAK
Of course I am bloody sure!

JOE
Listen, I'm here for you, if you have, if you are... you can 
fix it, you marriage is too important...

BASHAK
Joe, stop! I am not. I have not! The whole idea is just 
stupid!

JOE
Not in Keenan’s mind.

BASHAK
Well it is, and I'm not going to justify my behavior to 
anyone.

( )Pause.

JOE
I'm sorry, I just thought...

BASHAK
Just drop it!

JOE
Fine, forget about it. I shouldn't have mentioned it...

( )Goes back to read the paper.

BASHAK
I'm sorry Joe, I know you are only trying to help.

JOE
No I'm sorry, this is between you and Keenan and I shouldn't 
get involved.

BASHAK
Look, I appreciate you concerns, really, thank you.

JOE
I just don’t want to see you guys split up because of a good 
for nothing boy...

BASHAK
Joe, look at me...

( )He looks at her.
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BASHAK (CONT'D)
I am not having an affair with John, ok?

JOE
Ok.

( )Pause, he looks at her.

JOE (CONT'D)
Look don’t tell him anything, it'll make him more suspicious, 
I'll try and convince him that nothing is going on.

BASHAK
( )She smiles at him.

Thanks Joe, you are a good friend.

JOE
And your best customer.

BASHAK
And our best customer!

( )She looks at her watch.

BASHAK (CONT'D)
Oh my god, its half past eleven, we’ll start to get the lunch 
rush hour in a minute. Shall I get you your lunch now?

JOE
Yes please Bashak, the usual. You know I love those fried 
eggs just the way you do them!

BASHAK
(Leans over and gives him a kiss on the 

)cheek.
You are a charmer!

JOE
And you the best cook in town!

BASHAK
With those compliments it’s a joy to cook for you.

(She goes out to the kitchen. Joe 
)looks at her as she goes out.

JOE
( )In a low voice.

Anything for my girl, anything...

LIGHTS GO OUT

SCENE 3 - TUESDAY 6 AM

(We see Joe standing outside, enter 
Keenan, he brings, as before, 
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muffins and places them on the 
counter. The routine is similar to 

)the one in the first scene.

JOE
( )Putting his cigarette out.

Come on Keenan, let me in.

KEENAN
( )To himself.

You are a pain in the backside!

JOE
( )Banging the door.

Come on man!

(Keenan goes to the door and opens 
)it.

KEENAN
Seriously Joe, why can’t you try to get some sleep!

JOE
( )Walks in and takes his seat.

Thanks mate! Where is Bashak?

KEENAN
( )Closes the door.

In the kitchen with John.

JOE
Bloody hell!

KEENAN

What?

JOE
He is here already?

KEENAN
Yes, I know, hard to believe. But just as well, I'm still mad 
about yesterday’s mess!

JOE
So what are you going to do about it?

KEENAN
What can I do? He'll never change!

JOE
Then sack him!

KEENAN
You know I can’t do that.
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JOE
Why not?

KEENAN
Bashak wouldn't allow it.

(Joe turns around and picks up the 
)paper and starts to read.

JOE
It's clear who wears the trousers around here...

KEENAN
Come on Joe, you know very well what Bashak is like when it 
comes to John...

JOE
( )Not looking at him.

Your decision, not mine. Your marriage not mine.

KEENAN
Oh, don’t start with that again!

JOE
Ok, I won’t say another word...

(Pause. Joe reads the paper. Keenan 
)looks at Joe.

KEENAN
Do you really think...?

JOE
Look, I'm only telling you what I see and I see trouble.

KEENAN
But it's ridiculous! They guy could be her son!

JOE
( )Lowers the paper and looks at Keenan

Let me tell you something my friend, age means nothing when 
it comes to it. When a woman goes looking for love she’ll 
stop at nothing to get it.

KEENAN
Why would she go looking for love!

JOE
When was the last time you bought her a gift? When was the 
last time you took her out? When was the last time you paid 
her a compliment?

(Pause, Keenan can’t think of 
)anything.
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JOE (CONT'D)
Exactly!

KEENAN
Well, I'm too busy!

JOE
To busy for what? To say, “hey you look good today” Keenan, 
there wasn't a single day that went by, without me telling my 
Vera how much she meant to me.

( )Pause.

KEENAN
What do you think I should do?

JOE
For starters, get rid of the enemy!

KEENAN
That will only get her upset. If I do, she won’t event talk 
to me!

JOE
Listen, when you go to war, you have to do some lateral 
damage to get to the enemy! You have to blast him away!

(He mimes as if he had a gun and 
shooting someone. Keenan looks a 
little startle, then Joe puts down 
his arms and goes back to his 

)paper.

JOE (CONT'D)
And buy her some roses and tell her something nice!

( )Enter Bashak.

BASHAK
Good morning Joe, I see you are nice and early again!

JOE
Morning Bashak, you know I can’t live without your tea! And 
the smile that goes with it!

BASHAK
I love the way you worm your way into my heart! I’ll make it 
right away!

( )She goes out again.

JOE
And that's how it’s done!

( )He goes back to read his paper.
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KEENAN
That’s easy for you to do, you don’t live with her!

JOE
( )Looks up again.

When was the last time you told her something nice?

KEENAN
What do you mean? I always tell her nice things...

JOE
Really? When was the last time you made her feel special?

KEENAN
I don’t know...Some time ago.

JOE
Keenan, when was the last time you told her she looks good, 
or smells good? You have a very good-looking woman...

KEENAN
Look, when you’ve been married for as long as we have you 
don’t need to tell someone they smell nice!

JOE
Do you know how many years I was married Vera?

KEENAN
No, you’ve never told me.

JOE
47 years!

KEENAN
Really?

JOE
47 years and every day I told her something nice. Every day 
was a new day with my Vera.

KEENAN
Wow, I didn't know you’ve been married that long.

JOE
Every day, for 47 years, my Vera made me my cup of tea just 
the way she knew I like it. And every day I told her “Vera, 
you make the best cup of tea in the world” and every day she 
told me “You know I do it just for you”. The day before she 
died I made her a cuppa and she looked at me with her lovely 
smile and the last sparkle in her eyes and said “Joe, you 
make a terrible cup of tea, but a wonderful husband”

( )Pause.

KEENAN
You really loved her eh?
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JOE
One complement a day, keeps the divorce lawyer away!

( )Enter Rob.

ROB
Morning Keenan, Joe.

KEENAN
Good morning Rob.

ROB
Do you have bread today?

KEENAN
Yes, thank goodness! Yesterday was a total disaster!

ROB
What happened?

KEENAN
Oh, long story mate! But we didn't get any bread and when we 
finally got it, it was the wrong stuff!

JOE
That useless, good for nothing boy brought the wrong things!

ROB
You really don’t like him, do you Joe?

JOE
It’s not a matter of liking. When you have a job to do, you 
do your job, if you can’t do your job you get sacked. That's 
how it was done in my time!

KEENAN
Anyhow, that was yesterday, we are here today and we have 
plenty of bread!

ROB
Good, I’ll have the usual please Keenan.

KEENAN
Right away.

(Keenan goes out. Joe goes back to 
reading the paper. Rob sits there 
for a moment then goes to the TV 
and turns it on but it doesn't 
work, he fiddles with the remote 
trying to get it to work. Keenan 

)comes back in.

KEENAN (CONT'D)
Don’t bother mate, it’s not working.
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ROB
Oh, since when?

JOE
Since our useless friend broke it!

KEENAN
Since last week, we don’t know what happened.

JOE
Yes, we do, that good for nothing was trying to watch 
something, he press a button and now it is all gone.

ROB
How can you press a button and loose everything?

JOE
Trust me, he can!

(Enter Bashak with a cup of tea and 
)some toast in a tray.

BASHAK
Good morning Rob.

ROB
Good morning Bashak.

(Bashak hands over the cup and 
)toast to Joe.

BASHAK
 Here you go Joe and your toast.

JOE
Ah! You are the best toast maker in town!

BASHAK
And you know it!

( )Turns to Rob.

BASHAK (CONT'D)
And how are you today Rob?

ROB
I’m fine thanks, you are looking good today, did you do 
something with your hair?

BASHAK
Yes I did, I went to the hairdressers.

KEENAN
Really?
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BASHAK
( )Gives Keenan a look then turns to Rob.

Do you like it?

ROB
Yes, it’s really nice. It makes you look younger!

BASHAK
You are so sweet, thanks Rob, that’s brighten my day.

KEENAN
( )Confused.

When did you go to the hairdressers?

BASHAK
In the afternoon when you where taking your nap.

(She goes out. There is a silence 
)while Joe looks at Keenan.

KEENAN
What?

JOE
Well, come on man, even Rob does a better job than you do!

ROB
About what?

KEENAN
Nothing.

JOE
I was telling Keenan...

KEENAN
Just drop it Joe, you never know when to stop, seriously!

JOE
Ok, don’t get your knickers in a twists; I'm only trying to 
help!

KEENAN
Well don’t!

( )Pause; there is an awkward moment.

ROB
( )Breaking the silence.

Do you want me to see if I can get the telly working aging?

KEENAN
Yes, thanks mate.

ROB
I’ll look at it when I come back from work this afternoon.
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(Pause. Enter Bashak with a plate 
)and a cup of tea for Rob.

BASHAK
Here you go Rob. By the way, how was your interview?

KEENAN
Oh yes sorry mate, I didn't ask you, I forgot. How was it?

ROB
Yes, Good, I think?

( )Rob takes a sip of the tea.

ROB (CONT'D)
Humm, you do make the best tea in town!

(Keenan looks at Joe as if to say 
)“don’t start”

JOE
So you did well then...

ROB
Well, I think it went well.

JOE
How do you know?

ROB
Well, I gave them the right answers, I think.

JOE
Yes, but how do you know they were the right answers?

ROB
Well, I just think they were...

JOE
But you weren't half as well prepare as you could have been, 
so how do you know you did well!

KEENAN
Joe, seriously!

JOE
What?

KEENAN
Why can't you just be nice to people?

JOE
I'm just saying if he had prepared better he may have a 
better chance to get the job!
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ROB
Thank Joe, that’s really cheered me up!

JOE
I'm not trying to cheer you up! I'm just telling you that 
when you don’t prepare you are more likely to fail. You know 
what they say “failing to prepare is preparing to fail”

KEENAN
Ok stop now! Seriously man!

BASHAK
Don’t listen to him.

ROB
Don't worry, I never do!

JOE
What? Why is everyone ganging up against me?

( )Pause, they look at him.

JOE (CONT'D)
I'm going out for a ciggy!

(He goes out and lights up a 
)cigarette.

KEENAN
He’s an old fool, don’t listen to him.

BASHAK
I'm sure you did well.

ROB
He certainly knows how to put you down!

( )Enter John.

JOHN
Mr. Anar, the oven is making a strange noise?

KEENAN
What do you mean?

JOHN
It’s beeping.

BASHAK
It’s the meat.

KEENAN
I’ll go and sort it.

(John and Keenan go out. Rob sits 
there staring at his plate feeling 

)down.
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BASHAK
Are you ok?

ROB
He's right, I didn't prepare well. I’ve probably blown my 
chances for this promotion.

BASHAK
Oh come on Rob, you don’t know that...

ROB
I do, I was trying to convince myself that the interview went 
well, but in fact it was a disaster!

BASHAK
Why?

ROB
I got really nervous and I was just waffling on. At one point 
I saw my boss look at his watch, you could tell he was bored!

BASHAK
May be he was keeping track of time.

ROB
It was the yawns that follow that gave him away!

BASHAK
I think you are being too hard on yourself; you sounded very 
confident before that old fool said those silly things!

ROB
No Bashak, that’s the point, I wasn't feeling confident, but 
I was pretending to be. I did that all day yesterday, 
pretending I had a great interview and this was my big break. 
That’s the story of my life, always pretending everything is 
ok. I know I ruined my chances to finally move on, to do 
something different! I'll not get another chance like this.

BASHAK
Come on Rob, you will have plenty of chances.

ROB
Bashak, I'm 43! Look at me! What do I have? Nothing. I wasted 
half of my life! I don’t even own my flat!

BASHAK
43 is not old!

ROB
Oh yes it is, trust me, once you cross the 40 line, everyone 
writes you off! You become another 40 something person!

BASHAK
Surely not, there are many very successful 40 something 
people out there.
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ROB
Yes, and they all have done something about it before they 
hit 40. There is no one out there that has done anything 
successful after you become 40!

BASHAK
I don't believe that, there are plenty of people who have 
succeeded after the age of 40.

ROB
When I look at my life, I’ve done nothing exiting in the last 
43 years! I’ve sat on my ass and just waddle along. I'm not 
married, I don’t own a house, I don’t have a car, I don’t 
even have a passport! I’ve never been further that my parents 
house for holidays! I turned 40 three years ago and I 
promised myself I would do something different, and here I am 
3 years late...

( )Pause.

BASHAK
I'm sorry Rob, I don’t know what to say to cheer you up...

ROB
( )Looks at her.

Don’t worry Bashak, I just need to get over the fact that I 
wasted my life away.

( )Enter Joe.

JOE
Any chance of another of your lovely cups of tea?

BASHAK
I’ll get you one. Rob, do you want a fresh cup?

ROB
No thanks, I have to go.

(There is an almighty crash form 
)the kitchen.

KEENAN
( )Off stage.

I'm going to kill you boy!

BASHAK
Excuse me, I need to go and stop a murder!

(Bashak goes out. Rob puts some 
)money down and goes to the door.

JOE
( )Reading the paper.

Have a good day Rob.
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ROB
( )Stops and looks at Joe.

Thanks, you too.

(Rob goes out. Joe continues to 
read while we hear shouting in the 

)kitchen.

LIGHTS OUT

SCENE 4 - TUESDAY 5 PM

(The coffee shop is empty and we 
see Joe sitting in his usual 
place. There are some dirty plates 
and cups on tables. Enter Bashak 
with a brown paper bag and places 
it in front of Joe who is still 

)readying the paper.

BASHAK
Do you read the entire paper?

JOE
( )Not looking at her.

No, I don’t ready the horoscopes, it’s nonsense.

(She smiles and goes to the door 
turning the sign to indicate it is 
closed and she locks the door. 
Picks up a few plates and goes to 

)the kitchen. Enter John.

JOE (CONT'D)
( )Without looking at him

You too late boy, as always.

JOHN
Late for what?

JOE
( )Looks up and gives him a dirty look.

You are a lazy bugger!

JOHN
What are you talking about old man?

JOE
In case you haven't notice, Bashak has already picked up the 
dirty plates you should have cleared 30 minutes ago!

JOHN
I was cleaning the floor in the kitchen, I didn't know there 
were dirty plates out here.
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JOE
No of course you didn't, you never know what goes on around 
here. God only knows what you do all day!

JOHN
Hoi! I work hard around here!

JOE
Really?

JOHN
Well at least I don’t sit on my ass all day drinking and 
reading the paper!

JOE
I’ve worked hard all my life, I’ve earned the right to sit on 
my ass all day and read the paper!

( )Enter Bashak.

BASHAK
Are you two fighting again?

JOHN
It wasn't me Mrs. Anar, it's this old man who is always 
picking on me!

JOE
Yea, that’s it, hide behind your protector!

BASHAK
Joe, stop it! Anyone would think you are 18!

JOE
I can fight like an 18 year-old!

JOHN
Yea right old man.

JOE
( )Getting up.

I’m going to teach you a lesson!

( )Bashak stands in between them.

BASHAK
Stop it, both of you! This is ridiculous! I'm getting tired 
of your fighting! I like you both but unless you stop this 
nonsense I'm going to get rid of both of you!

(Joe and John try to speak at the 
)same time.

BASHAK (CONT'D)
I don’t want to know! Joe – I’ll ban you for life from the 
café. 
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( )Looks at John.

BASHAK (CONT'D)
And you’ll be looking for work!

(Pause, John moves away to a 
cupboard and picks up a mop and 
starts moping the floor. Bashak 

)looks at Joe.

BASHAK (CONT'D)
Right Joe, I think it’s time you went home.

(Joe turns, goes to the counter and 
picks up his paper and his paper 
bag, goes to Bashak and stands in 

)front of her.

JOE
I'm telling you Bashak...

BASHAK
Good bye Joe!

(In a huff, he walks to the door, 
unlocks it and goes out slamming 
it behind him. Bashak holds her 

)head in despair.

JOHN
Forgive me for saying this Mrs. Anar, but I don’t understand 
why you let him get away with so much!

BASHAK
I told you John, the customer is always right.

JOHN
Yea, but what if he isn't!

BASHAK
Look, Joe is lonely, he is more than a customer, we are like 
his family.

JOHN
Yea, it’s like having a grumpy old granddad!

BASHAK
( )Smiles.

Yes, I guess he is, he's our grumpy old granddad!

JOHN
He ain't my granddad!

BASHAK
He is like my dad, which means he is like you granddad! You 
see John we are like a family!
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( )They both laugh.

JOHN
So what, I'm like your son?

BASHAK
Yes, I guess you are...

JOHN
And Mr. Anar is my dad?

BASHAK
Yes, a grumpy dad too!

( )They laugh.

JOHN
What about Rob, what's he then?

BASHAK
I don’t know, I guess he is like an uncle.

JOHN
You mean he would be like your brother?

BASHAK
Yes, I guess so.

JOHN
I like that, I’ve never had a family, not a proper family.

( )Bashak goes to John.

BASHAK
We are your family John, that's why we stick together, even 
if grandpa and dad are grumpy old men!

JOHN
I like uncle Rob though he’s cool.

BASHAK
Yes, uncle Rob is cool.

JOHN
And I like you Mrs. Anar. You are a cool mum too...

(Bashak looks at him with maternal 
eyes and grabs his face. Keenan 
enters and see what is happening 

)from the doorway.

BASHAK
And I like you too.

( )Pause.
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KEENAN
( )Interrupting.

Have you finished putting the rubbish out John?

(Bashak lets go of John and goes to 
the counter and begins to clean 

)it.

JOHN
Yes Mr. Anar, I was just going to start mopping the floor.

KEENAN
It’s late, you should have done that half and hour ago!

JOHN
I know but I was doing other things.

KEENAN
What other things?

BASHAK
He was helping me.

KEENAN
Yes, I could see that!

JOHN
I’ll do it quickly now.

BASHAK
Leave it, I’ll do it later. Go home and we’ll see you 
tomorrow.

JOHN
Ok Mrs. Anar.

(John goes to the door where Keenan 
)is standing and does not move.

JOHN (CONT'D)
Excuse me Mr. Anar.

(Keenan takes a deep breath and 
moves to one side and John goes 
out. Bashak continues to busily 
clean and tidy the counter as 
Keenan stands there looking at 

)her. She realizes he is staring.

BASHAK
What?

KEENAN
Seriously Bashak! The boy is lazy and you make him even 
lazier!
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BASHAK
He was working hard all day. A good employer gives back to 
their staff, rewards them with time off after a hard days 
work.

KEENAN
That’s the problem! They guy doesn't know what a hard day’s 
works is!

BASHAK
Oh, come on Keenan, he is a kid.

KEENAN
So what! At his age I was already working hard!

BASHAK
He works hard!

KEENAN
Seriously!

(Pause. Keenan looks at Bashak and 
)she looks back at him.

BASHAK
Why are you looking at me like that for?

KEENAN
What’s going on?

BASHAK
With what?

KEENAN
Don’t answer my question with a question!

BASHAK
I don’t know what you mean with what’s going on!

KEENAN
Why do you protect him so much?

BASHAK
I don’t protect him!

KEENAN
Yes you do! He can never do anything wrong!

BASHAK
He is only a kid, he needs stability in his life, and he 
needs friendship, people who care about him.

KEENAN
You got that right!
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BASHAK
What does that mean?

KEENAN
You know what I mean.

BASHAK
Oh for Christ sakes Keenan, why can’t you just ever say 
things without all this cryptic talking!

KEENAN
Look, all I'm saying is that I don’t like the way you protect 
him.

BASHAK
I do not protect him.

KEENAN
You are! Listen to yourself!

BASHAK
Why don't you just say what's on your mind Keenan?

(Pause, Keenan doesn't say anything 
and walks out. Bashak shouts after 

)him.

BASHAK (CONT'D)
What do you mean! Talk to me Keenan; don’t walk away like you 
always do!

(Bashak goes to one of the tables 
and sit down with her hands on her 
head. Rob walks in and sees 

)Bashak.

ROB
Are you ok Bashak?

(We hear a door being slammed off 
)stage.

BASHAK
No, I am not bloody ok!

ROB
I'm sorry, anything I can help with?

BASHAK
Yes, can you turn the clock back!

ROB
I'm sorry?

BASHAK
( )Looks at him.

Nothing, I'm sorry.
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(She goes and picks up the mop that 
John left and begins to clean the 

)floor.

BASHAK (CONT'D)
What can I do for you?

ROB
I was going to see if I can fix you TV, Keenan asked me this 
morning... But I can always come back tomorrow...

BASHAK
No, go ahead, I’m just mopping the floor.

ROB
Are you sure?

BASHAK
That’s ok, go ahead, thanks Rob.

(Rob takes his jacket off and 
begins to work on the TV, which is 
on the wall. Bashak continues to 

)mop the floor.

BASHAK (CONT'D)
How was your day?

ROB
It was ok.

BASHAK
Are you feeling better?

ROB
About what?

BASHAK
This morning, when Joe made those silly comments.

ROB
Oh, yes I guess so.

( )The TV comes on.

ROB (CONT'D)
There you are, it was just blocked.

(He puts back his coat and changes 
)channels with the remote.

BASHAK
I don’t think you have.

ROB
What?
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BASHAK
Wasted your life...

ROB
( )Switches the TV off.

I just need to re-think things.

BASHAK
What do you mean?

ROB
I mean, what is it all about. What am I all about? I was 
thinking all day today. If I die tomorrow, who would come to 
my funeral?

BASHAK
That’s a bit morbid.

ROB
No, but seriously, think about it. You life is quantified by 
whom you know, what you’ve done and what you have achieved. 
I’ve very little of all three!

BASHAK
That’s not true!

ROB
It is Bashak, look at my life, what do I have? Who do I have?

BASHAK
Well, your family...

ROB
I have no family, my father died many years ago, my mother is 
in an old people’s home and I have no brothers or sisters.

BASHAK
What about cousins, aunts, uncles...

ROB
Never kept in contact, I don't even know where they are.

BASHAK
You have friends...

ROB
Who?

BASHAK
Well, we are your friends!

ROB
Bashak you are the owner of the café I visit ever morning to 
get my coffee and lunch.
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BASHAK
So? We’ve known each other for a long time.

ROB
Ok, so tell me what’s my mothers name?

BASHAK
What do you mean?

ROB
My mother’s name? Do you know it?

( )Bashak thinks for a moment.

ROB (CONT'D)
You don’t, you don’t know much about me apart from the 
routine chats we have every day, you don’t really know me at 
all.

BASHAK
It just seems like we know you very well.

ROB
We fill our lives with things that make us feel better. I 
come in every day to your café just to get that feeling, a 
feeling of belonging.

( )Pause.

BASHAK
I thought it was because I made the best cup of tea?

( )They laugh.

ROB
That too.

( )Pause, looks at her.

ROB (CONT'D)
Look at you, you have your own business, your husband, you 
are an attractive woman...

BASHAK
Trust me Rob, there is plenty missing in my life too.

ROB
Really?

BASHAK
Some times Rob, to have a husband and your own business may 
not be your own choice.

ROB
What do you mean?
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BASHAK
How old do you think Keenan is?

ROB
I don’t know, late 40’s?

BASHAK
That's the thing about Turkish man, they look younger than 
what they are... 59.

ROB
Really? Wow, What does he drink? I want some!

BASHAK
How old do you think I am?

ROB
Now, I’ve got to be careful here!

BASHAK
39. Do you think when I was 19 I wanted to marry a 
39-year-old man?

( )She goes and sits at a table.

BASHAK (CONT'D)
Rob, we don’t always have a choice in life, we don’t all have 
the opportunity to do what we want.

ROB
I didn't know you had arranged marriages in Turkey.

BASHAK
We don’t, not officially. My father was a very strict man and 
controlled my life. He decided who I was going to marry and 
that was that.

ROB
Did you know Keenan before you married him?

BASHAK
Oh yes, he was a friend of the family; his family and mine 
were connected. It’s all about connections in my family.

ROB
Did you want to marry him?

BASHAK
I didn't know what I wanted. I wasn't allowed to know what I 
wanted.

( )Pause.

ROB
Do you love him?
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BASHAK
Of course I do, he is my husband.

ROB
No, I mean, real love?

( )Pause, Bashak looks down.

ROB (CONT'D)
I'm sorry Bashak that was way out of order, I should haven’t 
asked that question!

BASHAK
That’s ok Rob... I don’t. I don’t love him.

( )Pause. They look at each other.

BASHAK (CONT'D)
All this time I’ve known you and in 10 minutes I pour my 
heart out to you. You are right we don’t know each other. My 
life is filled with things that make me feel good. I’ve 
formed a world around me to protect me from my reality.

ROB
We all do.

( )Bashak smiles.

ROB (CONT'D)
What?

BASHAK
Did you know that you are my brother in my little world?

ROB
What do you mean?

BASHAK
Today, when I was talking to John, we created our pretend 
family. Joe is the grumpy old granddad, Keenan of course the 
grumpy dad and you were the cool uncle.

ROB
And you are John’s mother!

(There is a sudden sadness in her 
)face. Pause.

BASHAK
We couldn't have children. We wanted, I wanted to have 
children.

ROB
I’m sorry.
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BASHAK
It’s like everything in my life, I didn't have a choice.

ROB
Why didn't you adopt?

BASHAK
Keenan would never have it. It was bad enough for his macho 
ego not to be able to give me a child; his family would never 
accept adoption. That is partly why we left, why we came 
here...

( )Pause.

ROB
I guess when I look at your life and I compare it with mine, 
what I’ve gone through seems insignificant.

BASHAK
And you have one advantage over me...

ROB
What?

BASHAK
You can walk away from it all.

LIGHTS GO OUT

SCENE 5 – WEDNESDAY 6 AM

(We see Joe standing outside the 
door. The lights in the coffee 
shop are still off and it looks as 
if it was closed. Joe looks inside 
and knocks a few times, stand back 
to see if he can see anything 
above in the windows. He looks 
again inside, knocks again and 
looks at the clock. He lights up a 
cigarette and opens the paper and 
starts to read. We see John arrive 

)and stand next to Joe.

JOHN
What’s up? Is it closed?

JOE
No, we are trying to save energy and I'm just standing here 
reading the paper.

JOHN
Oh, I see.

(He tries to open the door and 
looks inside and then knocks. Joe 
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)looks at him.

JOE
You idiot! Do you think I would be standing out here if they 
were in?

JOHN
I thought you said...

JOE
I was joking!

JOHN
Oh, so where are they?

JOE
If I knew I wouldn't be standing here, would I?

JOHN
May be they are still in bed?

JOE
Not everyone is as lazy as you are.

JOHN
There you go again, always picking on me!

JOE
Then stop asking stupid questions!

(John is about to answer back and 
then stops, looks at Joe and 

)smiles.

JOHN
It’s ok grandpa, I know you don’t mean it.

JOE
What? What are you talking about? And don’t call me grandpa!

JOHN
It’s ok, I actually like it.

JOE
What? That I insult you?

JOHN
No, that you are here, grumpy old granddad.

JOE
Call me once more grumpy old granddad and I will give you 
grumpy old granddad!

JOHN
Alright, take it easy; I'm not going to fight with you.

( )Joe looks at him suspicious.
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JOE
What are you up to young man?

JOHN
Nothing, I just don’t want to fight with you any more.

JOE
Don’t mock me!

JOHN
I'm not, I promise!

(Pause. Joe looks at John and then 
stabs his cigarette out. Goes to 

)the door again and looks inside.

JOE
There is something wrong, this is not normal.

JOHN
You are right, what shall we do?

JOE
I don’t know and I could murder a cup of tea. You were with 
Bashak yesterday after I left, did she say anything to you?

JOHN
No, we were talking and then Mr. Anar came in and I left.

JOE
What were you talking about?

JOHN
Just stuff.

JOE
What kind of stuff?

JOHN
Just stuff, about her, me, us.

( )Joe gets closed to him.

JOE
Look here, I don’t like you, I never have. I know you are up 
to something with Bashak, but I'm warning you, if you do 
anything to break up their marriage I will personally kill 
you!

JOHN
( )Moving away from him.

What are you talking about?

JOE
You know perfectly well what I'm talking about! You think 
that I can’t see what you are trying to do? You and Bashak!
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JOHN
Listen, I really think you’ve lost it now!

JOE
Stop pretending you don’t know! I can see right through you. 
I know you’ve been taking advantage of Bashak’s vulnerability 
by using your young charms to seduce her!

JOHN
What? You really think I’ve been seducing Mrs. Anar?

JOE
No, I don’t just think it, I know it!

JOHN
You are an insane old man!

JOE
Oh so now I'm an insane old man? First you call me grumpy 
grandpa, now insane, any more insults from you?

JOHN
Look, I don’t know where you get your ideas from but trust me 
when I tell you that I am not seducing Mrs. Anar!

JOE
Yea, yea, I’ve heard it all before. I’ve seen man like you 
going around destroying peoples lives by taking what it is 
not yours!

JOHN
You ask Mrs. Anar then!

JOE
( )Gets very close to John.

I'm only going to say this once; leave, take your miserable 
self away from them and never come back!

JOHN
You can’t tell me what to do!

JOE
Oh yes I can!

(They are just about to jump on 
each other when we see Bashak and 

)Rob come in.

JOE (CONT'D)
Bashak, what’s going on? I’ve been here 20 minutes and you 
guys are not open. I'm dying for a cuppa!

ROB
Not now Joe, please.
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JOHN
Everything ok?

(Bashak opens the door and walks 
into the coffee shop followed by 
Joe, John and Rob. She goes out to 
the kitchen and turns the lights 

)on.

JOE
What’s going on Rob?

ROB
It's Keenan, he’s gone missing

JOE
What do you mean he’s gone missing?

ROB
He walked out last night and hasn't come back. We’ve been out 
looking for him.

JOHN
Blimey! Is he all right?

JOE
Oh god, you really are stupid! How can they know if he is 
alright when they haven’t found him!

( )To Rob.

JOE (CONT'D)
Did you check everywhere?

ROB
Yes, we looked everywhere, police, hospitals, and parks.

JOE
What did the police said?

ROB
Nothing, they can’t do anything until he has been missing for 
more than 48 hrs. And as he is a grown man they say he could 
be anywhere!

( )Enter Bashak.

BASHAK
I’ve just put the kettle on. I’ll make us all a cuppa.

JOE
Are you ok Bashak?

BASHAK
No Joe, I'm not ok! My husband is missing, how can I be ok!
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JOHN
I'm sure he's fine, may be he just went for a walk and lost 
track of time.

JOE
Oh, shut up you idiot! The man has been missing for more than 
12 hours, that’s a bloody long walk!

BASHAK
Please Joe, don’t start on him.

JOE
Well, come on Bashak, what a thing to say! Keenan is probably 
dead out there and all he can think of is “he went for a 
walk”!

BASHAK
( )She turns away.

Thanks Joe!

ROB
Joe, please, I think it is best if you don’t speak!

JOE
What? What have I done now? It’s him with his inappropriate 
comments!

BASHAK
( )Turns around and shouts at Joe.

Joe! I'm warning you, I'm not in the mood for your nonsense!

( )Pause.

BASHAK (CONT'D)
We'd better put a sign outside that we are closed.

ROB
I’ll do that, can I use your computer?

BASHAK
Yes, it’s at the back.

(Rob walks towards the kitchen door 
and Bashak stops him holding his 

)arm.

BASHAK (CONT'D)
Thanks Rob, you’ve been a real friend these last few hours.

ROB
Don’t mention it, right now we need to find Keenan.

(She gives him a kiss on the cheek. 
)He goes to the back.
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BASHAK
John, I need you to stay here with me today even if we are 
closed.

JOHN
Yes Mrs. Anar, of course.

(Joe looks at her waiting to hear 
)if he can stay.

BASHAK
You can stay too, but don’t give me any hassle or I throw you 
out!

JOE
Thanks Bashak, is there anything I can do to help?

BASHAK
Just be here, with me, as a friend. That’s what I need right 
now.

(She quietly starts crying. Joe and 
John look at each other, 
uncomfortable not knowing what to 
do. Then Joe goes to her and puts 

)his arm around her.

JOE
Come on Bashak, we are here for you. I'm sure Keenan is ok. 
We'll find him.

(She hugs him. He slowly puts his 
arms around her and gives her a 

)fatherly hug.

JOE (CONT'D)
( )Quietly.

Its ok, my girl, its ok

LIGHTS GO OUT

SCENE 6 - WEDNESDAY MIDDAY

(The coffee shop is empty; Joe is 
in his usual place reading the 
papers. The telephone rings and we 

)see Bashak running to answer it.

BASHAK
Hello? No he’s not... I don’t know... I have no idea... Sure 
I'll let him know when I see him... thank you.

(She puts the phone down and goes 
and sits at one of the tables. Joe 
looks at her and goes to sit with 

)her.
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JOE
How are you doing?

BASHAK
Ok, I suppose.

JOE
You look really tired, why don’t you go and get some rest.

BASHAK
I can’t. I have to know he is ok.

JOE
I'm sure he is fine.

(Pause, Joe looks at her and slowly 
holds her hand. She looks up and 

)looks at him.

JOE (CONT'D)
What happened Bashak?

BASHAK
I don’t know, one minute he was here the next he was gone. I 
didn't think any of it at first, he some times does that, 
goes out for a walk to clear his head.

JOE
But why did he walk away?

( )Pause, Bashak looks away.

BASHAK
I was talking to John when he came in.

JOE
I knew it! I knew it had to do with that boy! I warned you 
Bashak...

BASHAK
I was not doing anything wrong! I was talking to him. We were 
having a conversation!

JOE
It must've been more than that, he walked out!

BASHAK
It wasn't. We were just talking.

JOE
About what?

BASHAK
Stuff...
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JOE
That’s what he said! Bashak, if you care about Keenan, if you 
care about your marriage, you need to tell the truth.

BASHAK
Joe, we were just talking! There is nothing going on between 
John and me! For god sakes, I could be his mother!

JOE
Then look at me in the eyes and tell me what were you talking 
about?

(Pause. Bashak turns and looks at 
)him.

BASHAK
Joe, you’ve been married, and you loved Vera right?

JOE
Yes, but what’s that got to do with this?

BASHAK
And your family, where you close?

JOE
What do you mean?

BASHAK
Your mum and dad, your brothers, sisters, your son. Where you 
close?

JOE
Yes, I guess we were. Until everyone died and left me alone.

BASHAK
So you’ve had a family...

JOE
Yes.

BASHAK
You see, I’ve never had a family.

JOE
What are you talking about, you have Keenan.

BASHAK
He is my husband.

JOE
Therefore your family.

BASHAK
And that is it.
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JOE
And your family in Turkey.

BASHAK
My mother died when I was a young girl and my father was the 
meanest man you have ever met. I was brought up by an aunt 
who practically didn't want me around and only took care of 
me because my father paid her to do so. I was then force to 
marry Keenan, a man who could not give me a child. Because of 
that we were driven to live in a foreign country to hide our 
shame! Joe I don’t have a family.

JOE
Bashak, I'm sorry...

BASHAK
Do you want to know what I was talking to John about? We were 
talking about families. He doesn't have a family either. You 
don’t have a family and Rob doesn't have a family. So we made 
up our own. I told him he had to respect you, to avoid 
arguing with you because you are part of our family. You are 
his grandfather...

(Pause, Bashak looks away, Joe 
takes Bashak’s face and turns it 

)around to face him.

JOE
My girl...

BASHAK
You are like a father to me Joe. Otherwise, why would I 
tolerate your nonsense? And I know you care about me, and 
Keenan. I know we are your family.

JOE
You are all I have.

BASHAK
I know.

( )Pause.

JOE
So the boy...

BASHAK
If the boy is your grandson, he is my son. John is the child 
I never had.

JOE
I'm sorry, I just thought, the way you protected him, the 
time you spent with him...

BASHAK
As a mother, not a lover...
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( )Pause.

JOE
Bashak, I...

( )Pause.

BASHAK
What is it Joe?

JOE
I may have made a terrible...

(We see Keenan come in through the 
main door; he looks ruff and 
clearly has been drinking and not 
slept at all. He stands there 
looking at Joe and Bashak. She 

)stands and runs to him.

BASHAK
My god Keenan, where have you been? We’ve been looking 
everywhere for you.

JOE
Are you ok Keenan?

KEENAN
I’m ok.

BASHAK
Where have you been all night?

KEENAN
Here and there...

BASHAK
What do you mean? And you stink of alcohol!

KEENAN
I’ve had a few...

JOE
But you don’t drink...

KEENAN
Well, it was time I did!

BASHAK
What happened? Why did you leave all of the sudden? You could 
have called me!

KEENAN
Oh, you were worried about me, were you?
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BASHAK
Of course I was!

KEENAN
Well, that’s news to me! I didn't think you care!

BASHAK
Please Keenan, you don’t know what I’ve been through the last 
24 hours!

KEENAN
Oh, really? I’d bet you’ve had your lover boy by your side to 
take care of you!

JOE
Keenan, listen...

KEENAN
No, that’s ok Joe, I'm now fully aware of the lies my wife 
has been telling me, of her romantic affair with that boy 
right under my nose!

BASHAK
You are sick! You don’t know what you are taking about!

KEENAN
Oh but I do my dear! I do! I was blind to it; I didn't want 
to believe it! Until I saw it with my own eyes!

BASHAK
You didn't see anything!

KEENAN
And you dare to continue lying to me even now?

BASHAK
You are drunk, you'd better go to bed and sleep it off, we 
will talk later!

KEENAN
Oh, I don't know, can I use my bed? Is he waiting for you 
there?

( )Bashak slaps Keenan on the face.

BASHAK
How dare you!

(Pause. Keenan stands there without 
)emotion.

JOE
Please Keenan, let me...

KEENAN
( )Shouts at Joe.

Back off Joe, this is between me and my wife!
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(He looks at Bashak and slowly gets 
)close to her.

KEENAN (CONT'D)
I will go to bed now and when I wake up I want him gone from 
here, do you hear me?

BASHAK
If he goes, I go.

KEENAN
So be it! Run away with him, get out of my life!

(He raises his hand as if he is 
going to hit Bashak. Joe moves in 
front of Keenan to stop him and 
Keenan pushes him out of the way. 
Joe falls down against the tables 

)and chairs hurting himself.

BASHAK
You are an idiot!

( )She goes to Joe.

BASHAK (CONT'D)
Are you ok?

( )Joe is on the floor in pain.

JOE
I'm ok Bashak, don’t worry.

BASHAK
You are hurt!

JOE
No, I’m ok, I promise.

(Keenan looks at both and turns 
)around and starts walking.

KEENAN
I want you and the boy out by the time I walk up.

(Keenan exits through the kitchen 
and we hear a crash as he throws 

)things around on his way upstairs.

BASHAK
Oh Joe, you are hurt, we are going to have to take you to the 
hospital.

JOE
I'm sorry Bashak...
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BASHAK
Shhhh don’t speak, I'm going to get you to the hospital.

JOE
Bashak, I have something to tell you...

BASHAK
Not now Joe, just rest easy while I call an ambulance.

(She goes to the phone and dials 
)999.

BASHAK (CONT'D)
Hello? Yes I need an ambulance please, urgent. Someone is 
hurt. He fell down, yes. An elderly man, he really needs help 
please. Keenan’s café on the high-street in New Malden, 
number 97. Please hurry, no he is... (pause, she looks at 
him) yes, his is my father (pause). Thank you.

(She puts the phone down and goes 
to him. Rob enters from the 

)street.

ROB
What happened?

JOE
I fell down, I don’t know what I did...

ROB
My god, you are hurt!

BASHAK
I’ve already called the ambulance.

ROB
Has Keenan appeared yet?

BASHAK
Yes he has...

ROB
Where is he?

BASHAK
Upstairs, he’s gone to bed.

ROB
Thank goodness, is he alright?

BASHAK
Oh yes, he is alright...

(She starts to cry. Rob put his 
)arms around her.
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ROB
Hey, come on, it’s ok, he's back, and he is fine. We’ll get 
Joe sorted out. I’ll go to the hospital with him, don’t 
worry.

BASHAK
No, I'm going with him. I can’t stay here.

ROB
Ok, we’ll both go to the hospital.

( )Pause.

ROB (CONT'D)
Does Keenan know Joe fell?

( )Pause.

ROB (CONT'D)
Bashak, what’s going on?

JOE
It was an accident, he didn't mean it.

ROB
What do you mean?

BASHAK
He pushed Joe!

ROB
But why?

JOE
He didn't mean to.

BASHAK
He is drunk.

ROB
But I don’t understand, why would he push Joe?

BASHAK
I’ll tell you all about it later, right now we need to get 
Joe to the hospital and I need to get out of here! Help me 
move him...

ROB
No, we’d better not move him, wait for the ambulance. Are you 
in a lot of pain?

JOE
I’m ok honestly...

(He tries to move and shouts with 
)pain.
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BASHAK
Don’t move Joe. Stay still.

ROB
Can we get you anything?

JOE
( )Looks at Bashak.

I could murder a cuppa!

( )Bashak laugh in between her tears

BASHAK
And I know just how you like it.

(She stands up and goes to the 
kitchen. Rob takes his jacket off 
and puts it around Joe to make him 

)more comfortable.

JOE
Thanks Rob.

ROB
It’s all going to be fine.

JOE
I hope so...

LIGHTS OUT

SCENE 7 - THURSDAY 9 AM

(The coffee shop remains closed. We 
see the sign that Rob made 
displayed on the window. Bashak 
arrives with Rob. They look tired. 
Bashak goes in to the Kitchen and 
puts the lights on. Rob sits at 

)one of the tables.

BASHAK
Do you want a coffee?

ROB
No thanks Bashak, I think I'm coffeed out!

( )She sits with him.

BASHAK
Poor Joe, I think it pains him more to stay in hospital all 
by himself that the pain caused by the fall.

ROB
Well, at least we know he is ok. They just need to keep him 
in for observation.
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BASHAK
I know. I just worry about him.

( )Rob looks at her.

ROB
Back at at the hospital you told them he is your dad... Why?

BASHAK
He is a stubborn old fool, he's grumpy and moans about 
everything, but he cares about me, us. And he appreciates my 
food and cups of tea. So yes, I guess I really think of him 
as my dad.

( )Pause, Rob takes Bashak's hand.

ROB
What happened between you and Keenan?

BASHAK
( )Pause, looks at Rob.

He thinks I'm having an affair...

ROB
With whom?

BASHAK
With John...

ROB
Really?

BASHAK
It's stupid!

ROB
I heard them talk about it...

BASHAK
Heard whom?

ROB
Joe and Keenan, but it was all in jest, I didn't think they 
were being serious...

BASHAK
Well, he was...

ROB
Look, I'm sure you two can patch things up. You just need to 
explain things to him.

BASHAK
I don’t know Rob, he really hurt me this time.
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ROB
I'm sure he didn't mean it. 

BASHAK
He doesn't trust me. He doesn't see that I have never, in 20 
years we’ve been married, ever been unfaithful to him. Not 
once. I don’t even look at men, out of respect for him. 
That’s how I was brought up, to honor and respect my husband. 
But he doesn't and that is not right.

ROB
I'm sure he respects you. Sometimes people say things without 
thinking...

BASHAK
Unfortunately, It’s not just words Rob...

( )Pause.

ROB
What do you mean?

BASHAK
He's been unfaithful to me... many times...

ROB
Bashak, I don’t know what to say...

BASHAK
Nothing, what can you say? He is a man, I'm a woman, that’s 
the way of the world. He can go around screwing who he wants, 
but the moment he thinks I'm doing it, then it's wrong!

ROB
I still think you should talk to him... Tell him the truth, 
at least clear things up.

BASHAK
I don’t care what he thinks; I don’t give a dam if he thinks 
I'm a whore!

ROB
You’ve done nothing wrong so you need to tell him.

BASHAK
What difference would it make?

ROB
Well, you can save your marriage...

BASHAK
And why would I want to do that?

ROB
You've been together for a long time...
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BASHAK
Rob, he is my husband but I don’t love him. I never have...

ROB
Bashak, I think you are acting on your emotions and in your 
current state of mind you may be saying things you don't 
mean...

BASHAK
When my father forced me to marry him, I made a promise to 
honor him and respect him, not to love him. And as long as he 
honored me and respected me, I did the same. But now, he has 
broken both...

( )Pause.

ROB
So what are you going to do?

BASHAK
I don’t know, for now move out. He doesn't want me here.

ROB
And where are you going to go?

BASHAK
I don’t know, I’ll rent a room somewhere.

( )Pause.

ROB
You could stay at my place if you like, I can sleep on the 
sofa.

(Bashak looks at him and smiles, 
)she strokes his face.

BASHAK
You are sweet...

(For a moment the look at each 
other and realized what it is 
happening and she moves her hand 

)away from his face.

BASHAK (CONT'D)
Thank you, but I don’t think that's such a good idea.

ROB
Right... There is a good Bed and Breakfast round the corner 
from here.

BASHAK
Perhaps...
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ROB
Do you think he is here now?

BASHAK
Probably, I suspect he's still in bed.

ROB
Do you want me to stay and keep you company?

BASHAK
I would love that... But what about your work?

ROB
I rang this morning and told my boss I was not going to be in 
for a few days. He wasn't happy but so what!

BASHAK
I don’t want to get you in trouble...

ROB
Don’t worry, if they sack me they'd be doing me a favor!

BASHAK
Don’t say that, you were going for a promotion...

ROB
Who am I kidding, I had no chance of that promotion, even if 
I prepared. I know they don’t want to give it to me, because 
I don’t suck up to the boss.

BASHAK
But you deserve it, you’ve worked hard for your company, it’s 
not fair.

ROB
There is no fair when it comes to work, he who sucks hardest, 
gets the promotion! Anyway, I'm thinking about leaving!

BASHAK
Really?

ROB
Yea, talking to you the other day about my job and life got 
me thinking, there's got to be more to life that just a 
miserable job and pathetic existence.

BASHAK
But all of the sudden? A few days ago you were happy...

ROB
It seemed I was happy but I'm not. I want to change my life, 
it’s time! I'm 43 and if I don’t do it now, I'll soon be 50 
something and then 60 something, and next thing you know I'll 
be sitting in Joe’s chair asking you for a cuppa!
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BASHAK
And what are you going to do?

ROB
Well, for starters I'm going to go back to work tomorrow and 
hand in my notice!

BASHAK
Wait a minute, who was lecturing me a moment ago about acting 
on emotions...You have no other job to go to...

ROB
That's the idea, if I had another job, I'll be doing the same 
but somewhere else. I want to travel; so the second thing I’m 
going to do is get my passport!

BASHAK
And what about money?

ROB
I have savings, enough to get me going, and then I’ll get 
little jobs here and there to pay for things. I'm going to 
travel around the world!

BASHAK
It sounds exiting... and also it sounds like you haven't 
thought about this properly!

ROB
Absolutely! And is a wonderful feeling! All my life I have 
always thought about things properly, well from now on I’m 
going to follow my heart!

(Bashak stands up and walks towards 
the counter. She stares out of the 

)window.

BASHAK
I wish I could do that.

( )Rob stands and goes to her.

ROB
You can...

BASHAK
It's more complicated for me...

ROB
Why?

BASHAK
I still have to deal with Keenan, the cafe, my life...

( )Rob grabs her by the arms.
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ROB
Come with me!

BASHAK
Are you nuts?

ROB
Run away from it all... With me.

BASHAK
Rob, it's complicated...

( )Pause.

ROB
This is your one chance to change it all...

BASHAK
I wish I could...

ROB
You can!

BASHAK
I have too much in my life to just take off and travel around 
the world!

ROB
You’ve just told me you don’t love your husband, you are 
moving out of his life, what more do you need to do it?

BASHAK
( )She walks away from Rob.

It’s irrational! You can’t just take off like that without a 
reason!

ROB
Do you want a reason? I’ll give you a reason.

(He goes to her grabs her had and 
stands her in front of her, very 
gently he holds her face and 
kisses her. They kiss 
passionately. They stop and look 

)at each other.

BASHAK
Keenan could come down...

ROB
Bashak, you are a very beautiful woman, intelligent and full 
of life. Come with me...

BASHAK
Rob, this is crazy! I can't do this...



68.

ROB
Why not? Don’t you like me?

BASHAK
It’s not that. I really like you, the thing is...

ROB
What?

BASHAK
( )She looks at him and smiles.

I don’t love you...

ROB
I'm not asking you to love me, I'm asking you to come with 
me, to change your life...

BASHAK
And what if we get to the end of the world and we find out we 
don’t love each other? What then?

ROB
You had a good ride, you’ve changed your life and can go on 
and chase your dreams, your ambitions, become you!

BASHAK
It all sounds too perfect Rob, but life isn't like that.

ROB
That’s what I’ve said for 43 years. Today I'm saying I can 
change my life. Today I'm going to follow my dreams. Today 
I'm becoming who I am!

BASHAK
( )Looks at him.

And who are you?

ROB
( )He thinks about it.

I don’t know, that’s what I'm going to find out!

( )He smiles at her.

BASHAK
You have a lovely smile.

ROB
And you have beautiful eyes.

BASHAK
You know that you are the third man I've kissed in my life?

ROB
Really?
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BASHAK
Yes, my first kiss was a boy who lived next door to me. One 
day we were playing families and he told me he had seen his 
parent kiss and therefore we had to kiss, so we did. I'm not 
sure we knew what we were doing. It was, well, wet and wired. 
The second person is of course Keenan. When I first kissed 
him, it reminded me of my first kiss... Perhaps that was the 
sign telling me I didn't love him.

( )Pause.

BASHAK (CONT'D)
And now you...

ROB
And? Did it feel different or was it wet and wired?

BASHAK
I don’t know, it was too short to tell...

(They look at each other and kiss 
again. John walks in and knocks on 
the glass door outside. Bashak and 
Rob separate and she goes to open 

)the door.

BASHAK (CONT'D)
Hi John, are you ok?

JOHN
Yes, thank you Mrs. Anar. I heard about Joe, is he ok?

BASHAK
He's ok, we had to leave him in hospital for observation, he 
will probably be out tomorrow.

ROB
( )To Bashak.

I don’t think he should be here, if Keenan comes in, all hell 
will break loose.

JOHN
What’s he talking about?

BASHAK
It’s complicated John but he's right, it’s best if you stay 
at home for a while.

JOHN
Why? What have I done?

BASHAK
Nothing.

JOHN
Then? Have I upset you?
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BASHAK
Of course not, don’t be silly, you could never upset me.

JOHN
Have I upset Mr Anar?

ROB
Listen John, there are some things Bashak needs to deal with, 
the café will be closed for a while so stay home.

BASHAK
(Goes to her purse and takes out money and 

)gives it to John.
Here, take this money, it will see you for a while, I’ll call 
you in the next few days. But please don't come to the cafe.

JOHN
I don’t like staying at home...

BASHAK
I know, it's only for a few days, I promise.

JOHN
Ok, but don’t forget me.

BASHAK
Of course not.

(She gives him a kiss on the cheek 
and John leaves. Bashak starts to 
sob. Rob comes from behind her and 

)holds her.

ROB
He'll be fine.

BASHAK
I worry about him, we are all he has... Do you think he saw 
us?

ROB
I don't think so...

BASHAK
Oh Rob what a mess...

ROB
It doesn't have to be.

BASHAK
You make it sound so easy.

ROB
Because it is.

( )Pause.
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ROB (CONT'D)
At least think about it?

BASHAK
I don’t know...

ROB
Think about it? Ok?

(Bashak nods in agreement. They 
)kiss again and she pulls away.

BASHAK
It's too risky, Keenan could come in any minute.

ROB
What are you going to do now?

BASHAK
I’m going to wait and talk to him.

ROB
I'll stay with you...

BASHAK
No, I’ll talk to him alone.

ROB
Are you sure?

BASHAK
Yes, he’s bark is worse than his bite.

ROB
Not from what I can see...

BASHAK
It was an accident, he was drunk.

ROB
Then keep the bottles away from him.

BASHAK
I will.

( )Pause.

BASHAK (CONT'D)
What about you, are you still going to hand in your 
resignation?

ROB
Yep, I’m going to do that today.

BASHAK
You should think about it...
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ROB
I have. It's done. You're the one who needs to do the 
thinking...

BASHAK
You are mad.

ROB
And you are beautiful!

(They look at each other for a 
moment, they are going to kiss and 

)Bashak pulls away.

BASHAK
Go, before Keenan wakes up and see us.

ROB
I’ll come and see you on my way back from work.

BASHAK
No, I'll probably be gone by then. I’ll call you.

ROB
Ok...

(He walks to the door and looks at 
)Bashak.

ROB (CONT'D)
Be careful... And call me.

BASHAK
I will...

(They smile at each other and Rob 
walks out. Bashak locks the door 
and turns around to look at the 
café and takes a big sigh and then 

)walks out to the kitchen.

LIGHTS OUT

SCENE 8 - THURSDAY 9 PM

(The café still closed. The lights 
are off and it's silent. Bashak is 
sitting still at one of the table 
in the corner; she looks out of 
the window. From the kitchen door 
we see Keenan come in, he looks 
ruff and tired. He is wearing some 
old trousers and a vest and looks 
like he has just waken up. He goes 
to the counter and looks for food, 
finds some old muffins and starts 
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to eat them, at this point he sees 
Bashak and stops, looks at her. 
There is a silence. He continues 

)to eat. He walks towards Bashak.

BASHAK
Don’t come near me!

(He stops and looks at her. He 
walks back towards the kitchen 

)door.

BASHAK (CONT'D)
Keenan...

( )He stops but does not turn around.

BASHAK (CONT'D)
We need to talk.

( )He doesn't move.

BASHAK (CONT'D)
Turn around please...

( )Slowly he turns.

KEENAN
What is there to say?

BASHAK
A lot, please sit down.

KEENAN
You told me not to...

BASHAK
I told you not to come near me.

(Keenan goes to the counter and 
takes the tray with muffins with 
him; he sits at a table away from 
Bashak and starts to eat the 

)muffins.

KEENAN
So?

BASHAK
First of all, Joe is in hospital.

KEENAN
( )Puts the muffin down.

is he ok?
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BASHAK
Yes, just a few bruises but they wanted to keep him overnight 
to make sure he was ok.

KEENAN
I didn't mean to...

BASHAK
Tell him that when you see him.

( )Pause.

KEENAN
Is he mad at me?

BASHAK
He is worried about you.

( )Keenan smiles.

BASHAK (CONT'D)
We are all worried about you...

KEENAN
Are you?

BASHAK
Of course I am, I'm your wife.

KEENAN
That means nothing...

BASHAK
To you may be.

( )Pause.

KEENAN
Why?

BASHAK
Why what?

KEENAN
Don't play games!

BASHAK
Why what Keenan?

KEENAN
Don’t make me say it!

BASHAK
Say it Keenan! What?

(Pause, Keenan stands up and walks 
to the counter, he stops and looks 
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)away from Bashak.

KEENAN
He is half your age.

BASHAK
Who is half my age?

KEENAN
( )Bangs his fits on the counter.

Stop these games!

BASHAK
No Keenan, you need to stop playing games! Now that you are 
not under the influence of alcohol, I want you to tell me 
what's on your mind.

KEENAN
I can’t!

BASHAK
Because you have nothing! Because you know, deep down, it’s 
not true! You know it is wrong!

(Keenan turns around and looks at 
)her.

KEENAN
Is it? Because from where I'm standing it looks...

BASHAK
What? Say it for god sakes!

( )Keenan turns away.

KEENAN
You tell me what is going on then!

BASHAK
Keenan, I have never in my life given you reason to doubt me, 
never!

( )Keenan looks down.

BASHAK (CONT'D)
Do you want to know what I feel for John? I’ll tell you what 
I feel for him, love!

(Keenan turns around and looks at 
)Bashak in anger.

KEENAN
I knew it!

BASHAK
Maternal love! Keenan, John is like a son to me! he is the 
child you couldn't give me! What I feel for him is the love 

(MORE)
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I’ve never been able to give to my own child. It’s an 
instinct. I can’t help it. John has given me what has been 
missing in my life.

( )Pause, Keenan looks at her.

KEENAN
It's not my fault I could not give you a child. You don’t 
know how much I’ve suffered because of that.

BASHAK
I know it, and I don’t blame you for it. But you cannot 
expect me not to find that love somewhere else.

KEENAN
Why John?

BASHAK
Because he needs me, he needs a mother figure, someone to 
help him. He needs a family.

( )Keenan looks away.

KEENAN
I don’t know, I don’t understand why him.

BASHAK
I can’t believe it, you still think...

KEENAN
( )Turns around.

Bashak if you wanted a child we could have adopted! No one 
goes adopting an 18 year old, its insane.

BASHAK
You never wanted to adopt!

KEENAN
You could have insisted!

BASHAK
What? So now it’s my fault? You are unbelievable!

KEENAN
I just don’t bite all this about John, the boy is an idiot!

BASHAK
Don’t you start on him now!

KEENAN
There, you see, jumping to protect him! What am I supposed to 
think!

BASHAK
That I'm not having an affair with an 18-year-old boy! That 
I'm your wife, who promised to honor and respect you, who 
over the last 20 years has given you everything she has, her 

(MORE)
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youth, her dedication, her respect, her devotion!

(Pause. Keenan doesn't move. Bashak 
comes close to him and looks at 

)him in the eyes.

KEENAN
Keenan, I have never done anything for you to doubt me, so I 
don’t know where you’ve got this idea from. Why would you 
doubt me? I need to know, to understand what I've done for 
you not to trust me...

( )Pause.

KEENAN (CONT'D)
Bashak, I... I’ve never doubted you until...

BASHAK
Until what?

KEENAN
It was Joe, he planted the thought in my head. He mentioned 
that he thought you were having an affair with the boy...

BASHAK
And you believed him!

KEENAN
No I didn't!

BASHAK
But you did Keenan, look at the mess you’ve caused!

KEENAN
I didn't to start with...

BASHAK
It doesn't matter, you believed him!

KEENAN
What was I supposed to do! He tells me this things and then 
all I can see is evidence that you favor the boy!

BASHAK
As a son!

KEENAN
How am I supposed to know that!

BASHAK
By asking me! Talking to me! By not doubting me and believing 
an old fool!

( )Pause.
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KEENAN
I'm sorry...

( )Pause.

BASHAK
I have to do some thinking Keenan. I need to be alone, I need 
space to think about everything that's happened.

KEENAN
I didn't mean to hurt you...

BASHAK
But you did, and this time you went too far...

KEENAN
We can work this out...

BASHAK
No Keenan, I need to work this out. You've opened my eyes...

KEENAN
What do you mean?

BASHAK
In a couple months I'll be 40, and so far my life has been 
about you, the cafe, about everyone else except me. I don’t 
want to be living my life just for you and everyone else 
around me.

KEENAN
Bashak, I know this time I went too far, but I beg you to 
think about this...

BASHAK
Keenan, please don’t! I need time to think.

(Pause. Keenan walks away from 
)Bashak.

KEENAN
So what happens now?

BASHAK
I need time alone. Tomorrow I'll move out.

KEENAN
You can stay here, you don’t need to go anywhere...

BASHAK
I'm moving out in the morning. I have asked John not to come 
back. I'll help him find a new job.

KEENAN
He doesn't have to, he can continue here.
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BASHAK
That’s between you and him.

KEENAN
Please don’t move out.

BASHAK
Tonight I'm sleeping at the Bed and Breakfast around the 
corner, I'll come by tomorrow at midday for some things.

KEENAN
What about the café?

BASHAK
( )Looks at the window.

It says “Keenan’s”; you figure it out.

(Bashak walks to the door and opens 
)it.

KEENAN
You can stay here tonight.

( )Bashak does not turn around.

BASHAK
Good night Keenan.

(She goes out and closes the door. 
Keenan stands there for a moment 

)and looks around.

LIGHTS OUT

SCENE 9 - FRIDAY 6 AM

(It’s early morning and we see Joe 
standing outside smoking a 
cigarette. He has his arm on a 
sling and is pacing up and down. 
We see Keenan come in with a tray 
of muffins and he sees Joe. Goes 

)to the door and opens it.

KEENAN
Joe.

JOE
Hi Keenan.

(There is an awkward moment as they 
)look at each other.

KEENAN
Come on in.
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(Joe stabs his cigarette on the 
)floor.

JOE
Thanks.

(They walk back in and Keenan goes 
to the counter and continues to 
place the muffins, Joe goes to his 
usual seat and with difficulty 

)sits on the stool by the counter.

KEENAN
Do you need some help?

JOE
No, I’m ok, thanks.

( )Silence.

KEENAN
Joe, I’m sorry...

JOE
It’s ok Keenan.

KEENAN
No man, I really mean it, I don’t know what came over me...

JOE
The alcohol! Evil stuff.

KEENAN
I was very drunk...

JOE
You were. How many did you have?

KEENAN
Bottles...

JOE
Say no more!

( )Silence.

JOE (CONT'D)
Deadly stuff, alcohol, makes you do things you regret.

KEENAN
Yes, many things I now regret.

JOE
But things that you can fix?
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KEENAN
I don’t know...

JOE
Everything can be fixed.

( )Pause. Keenan looks at Joe's arm.

KEENAN
Does it hurt?

JOE
I’ve had worse. But you know what hospitals are like; they 
say I have a small fracture and I need to go back today for a 
scan, they may put it on plaster, I hope not!

( )Pause.

JOE (CONT'D)
How are you?

KEENAN
I’m ok I suppose. Yesterday I had a terrible headache all 
day. I slept for hours!

JOE
Some times that's the best cure.

KEENAN
Yea, some times you just have to sleep it off.

( )Pause.

JOE
( )Looking around.

Looks tidy in here.

KEENAN
Yes, I’ve been up since 3 this morning, so I tidied up and 
got ready to open up again. After all, it does say “Keenan’s” 
on the window.

JOE
Good, that’s the spirit!

KEENAN
Do you want a cuppa?

JOE
Oh yes, I’ve not had a good cuppa since ages! The stuff they 
give you in the hospital is cat’s piss!

KEENAN
I’ll make you one.

( )He goes towards the kitchen door.
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JOE
Could you get Bashak to make it for us? No offense but you 
know your tea is probably as bad as the hospital’s!

(Keenan stops slowly turns around 
)and walks towards Joe.

KEENAN
I guess you don’t know...

JOE
Know what?

KEENAN
I’m afraid Bashak has temporarily moved out...

JOE
What do you mean?

KEENAN
I mean, she is not here, she's gone.

JOE
That can't be! No it's not possible!

KEENAN
It’s true Joe, she is not here.

JOE
But why? What happened?

KEENAN
Joe, I said some things I shouldn't have.

JOE
You were drunk, that’s understandable, and surely she can see 
past that!

KEENAN
I don’t think is just that...

JOE
But you guys are a couple, you're married! She can’t just 
walk away from you like that?

KEENAN
Well, I’m afraid she has, and I don’t know if she is coming 
back.

JOE
Come one Keenan, you are better than that? You talk as if 
you’ve lost her! You have to fight for her, you have to get 
her back!

KEENAN
I’ve been a real bastard. I never saw it, but I had a good 
thing, and instead of looking after what I had, I let it go 

(MORE)
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away.

( )Pause.

JOE
Keenan, I'm sorry, this is entirely my fault.

KEENAN
Come on man don’t say that.

JOE
No it's true, I planted that seed in your mind, the doubt of 
her being unfaithful! I can’t believe I was such an idiot! I 
can’t believe I thought she was having an affair!

KEENAN
I can't believe I thought she was having an affair!.

(Joe slowly looks down and his eyes 
)water.

KEENAN (CONT'D)
Hey, are you ok?

JOE
No Keenan. I really messed things up! I care about you guys, 
you are my family, you are all I have. Bashak has been like a 
daughter to me this last few years. All I wanted was to make 
sure you guys stayed together, so that I could continue to 
have a family, something to look forward to. But my stupidity 
drove you apart! I'm the bastard around here!

( )Keenan looks at him.

KEENAN
I think we both messed up.

(Joe looks at him and extends his 
)had, Keenan hold it.

JOE
You are a great guy and I know Bashak will forgive you. She 
has to. I just hope she can forgive me too.

KEENAN
She will. After all you are our best customer!

( )They both laugh.

JOE
When is she coming back?

KEENAN
She said she will pop in a pick up some stuff later on today.
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JOE
You have to talk to her, convince her to stay!

KEENAN
I don't know...

JOE
I'll convince her!

KEENAN
Joe, I think it is best if you stay away from it...

JOE
Sorry... Yes I guess I've already caused enough damage.

( )Keenan looks at him.

KEENAN
How about that horrible cuppa I promised?

JOE
Sure, what can I do about it! You make terrible tea.

JOE (CONT'D)
That’s what I like about you Joe, you don’t bite your lip!

JOE (CONT'D)
Sorry can't help it...

KEENAN
Don't be, it's a good quality to have, Honesty. I wish I had 
it, may be things would be different.

JOE
It’s never too late to start.

KEENAN
You are right.

(He goes towards the kitchen and 
stops, turns around and looks at 

)Joe.

KEENAN (CONT'D)
You are a pain in the ass!

JOE
I know.

( )They laugh.

LIGHTS OUT

SCENE 10 - FRIDAY MIDDAY

(We see Joe sitting in his usual 
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place. He is reading the paper. We 
see Bashak outside as she 
approaches the coffee shop. She 
stands by the door outside 
observing Joe and she smiles. She 
opens the door and Joe turns 

)around and sees her.

JOE
Bashak!

BASHAK
Hi Joe!

(She hugs him as a daughter would a 
)father. They look at each other.

BASHAK (CONT'D)
Why didn't you tell me you were out of hospital?

JOE
I escaped!

BASHAK
Joe!

JOE
Only joking. They let me out last night. An ambulance took me 
home; I didn't want to disturb you.

( )Pause.

BASHAK
How are you feeling?

JOE
Good.

BASHAK
Joe...

JOE
Bashak, come back, please?

BASHAK
I can't Joe, it's complicated...

JOE
Bashak, I'm sorry, it's all my fault...

BASHAK
Come on Joe it's not your fault.

JOE
It is, I shouldn't have said those things to Keenan, I can't 
believe I doubted you!
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BASHAK
Perhaps so, but he should have known better, before listening 
to you...

JOE
I really messed up, please forgive me...

BASHAK
Joe, what is done is done and it may have been for a reason.

JOE
No Bashak, that’s the point, I was trying to protect you 
both, to keep you together not the opposite.

BASHAK
Maybe it was well overdue. Keenan and I needed to get things 
out, to express ourselves, what you did was just 
circumstantial.

JOE
I don't think so... look at the mess it created! Bashak you 
have to come back.

BASHAK
It's not that simple.

JOE
Yes it is. Keenan said things he shouldn't have. I said 
things I shouldn't have. We can sort this out, move on, and 
learn from it...

BASHAK
Sadly Joe it's not just what was said this time, it's also 
what has been done in the past...

JOE
We all make mistakes, we can learn from it. Bashak, Keenan 
needs you, he is your husband.

BASHAK
I'm sorry Joe...

( )Pause. Joe looks down.

JOE
I need you...

BASHAK
I'll still be around, just not here. You don't need me Joe.

JOE
I do. He makes terrible tea!

(Bashak laugh, she looks at him and 
gives him a tender kiss on the 

)cheek.
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BASHAK
I wish you were my real dad.

JOE
I wish you were my real daughter.

( )Keenan comes in.

JOE (CONT'D)
Hey, look who’s here, she’s come to make me a cuppa! I can’t 
drink any more cat’s piss!

KEENAN
Hello Bashak.

BASHAK
Hi.

KEENAN
How are you?

BASHAK
Good. And you?

KEENAN
Good.

( )There is an awkward moment.

JOE
Oh for god’s sakes, you are acting like strangers!

( )There is a silence.

BASHAK
Perhaps we are...

KEENAN
Joe, would you mind...

JOE
Oh, not at all. I’ll go and have a ciggy.

(Joe picks up his Jacket and goes 
outside and lights a cigarette and 
turns around to avoid looking at 
them. Bashak and Keenan look at 
each other. They both try to speak 

)at the same time.

BASHAK
You speak first...

KEENAN
No, please...

( )She walks and looks at the café.
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BASHAK
You’ve tied up.

KEENAN
Yes, I wanted to get back to normal life. I wanted to get 
“Keenan’s” up and running again...

BASHAK
That’s good.

KEENAN
I’ve done the best I can to get “Keenan’s” back to business, 
but there is something missing...

BASHAK
( )She interrupts him.

I'm going away...

KEENAN
Where?

BASHAK
I don’t know yet.

KEENAN
How long?

BASHAK
It’ll be a while.

KEENAN
Are you going back home?

BASHAK
I need to get away.

KEENAN
Bashak, I know I’ve messed up...

BASHAK
( )Interrupts him again.

Keenan, I need to understand why I'm here, who am I...

KEENAN
I don't understand?

BASHAK
I need to know why I'm here, with you, in this café with Joe 
and John. I don’t understand. I don’t know myself. I don’t 
know who I am.

KEENAN
Bashak, you are here because we need you.

BASHAK
That's the problem Keenan, I'm here only because you need me.
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KEENAN
Not just that...

BASHAK
Why else?

KEENAN
There are many reasons...

BASHAK
I can't think of any. I've been doing some hard thinking 
these last few hours and I can't see why I'm here, what I've 
sacrificed my life for...

KEENAN
There are many... Reasons...

BASHAK
Name one! Name it and I'll stay.

(Pause, Keenan is agitated as if 
frustrated because he cannot get 

)his words out.

BASHAK (CONT'D)
Even you can’t say it.

KEENAN
Say what?

BASHAK
Love. You cannot say that you love me.

KEENAN
Yes I can. I love you. There, I said it!

BASHAK
Keenan...

KEENAN
And you love me too...

BASHAK
( )Under her breath.

I don't...

KEENAN
What? What did you say?

BASHAK
( )Lifts her eyes and looks at him straight.

I don't. I don't love you Keenan.

( )Keenan stands there speechless.
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BASHAK (CONT'D)
I'm sorry Keenan, I never have.

KEENAN
But you married me...

BASHAK
Keenan, to be married doesn't mean to be in love. I never 
promised to love you. I never said I did.

KEENAN
You’ve never loved me?

(She walks away. Not looking at 
)him.

BASHAK
No. And neither have you.

( )Pause.

BASHAK (CONT'D)
But it didn't mean we couldn't be together, as long as we 
honored and respected each other... and you haven’t.

( )Pause. Keenan looks down.

BASHAK (CONT'D)
I need to go. I'll pick up some things now, the essentials. I 
will collect other stuff next week.

(Bashak starts to walk towards the 
kitchen door; Keenan grabs her by 

)the arm.

KEENAN
What will I do?

( )Bashak smiles at him.

BASHAK
You have Keenan’s.

(He lets go of her arm and she 
walks out. He stands there staring 

)at the door. Enter Joe.

JOE
It’s getting chillier out there.

(He goes to take a sit and picks up 
)the paper.

JOE (CONT'D)
Is she gone to make a cuppa?
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KEENAN
( )Without looking at him.

No Joe, you'll have to get used to my cat’s piss.

(Keenan goes out to the kitchen. 
Joe sits there not knowing what to 

)do.

LIGHTS OUT

SCENE 11 - MONDAY 6 PM ONE WEEK LATER

(As the lights come up we see Joe 
sitting in his usual place, he is 

)reading the paper. Enter Rob.

ROB
Hey Joe, how are you feeling? How's the arm?

JOE
( )He doesn't look at him.

Ok, I suppose.

( )There is a silence.

ROB
Is Keenan in?

JOE
( )Without looking at him.

He's in the kitchen.

(Rob stands there. After a few 
)seconds we see Keenan come in.

KEENAN
Hey Rob, how are you?

ROB
I'm fine thanks.

KEENAN
Where have you been? We haven't seen you for over a week. Are 
you ok?

ROB
Yes, I've just... Been busy, that's all. How are you?

KEENAN
I'm ok, I suppose.

JOE
Actually Rob, we are not doing well, we are shit!
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KEENAN
Take it easy Joe...

ROB
I'm sorry, I know it's hard...

( )Keenan stops and looks at Rob.

KEENAN
Oh, I guess you've spoken to Bashak then...

ROB
( )Reacting quickly

Yes... I saw her the other day...

JOE
How is she? Did she said she is coming back?

KEENAN
What did she tell you?

ROB
Oh, not much really... That she'd moved out...

( )There is a silence.

KEENAN
She didn't just move out... She is going away.

( )There is an awkward silence.

ROB
Did she say where?

JOE
No.

KEENAN
No, but I'm not sure she is coming back.

ROB
I'm sorry to hear it...

JOE
It's all my fault!

KEENAN
Don't start Joe, we've been through this.

JOE
No, it is, it's all my bloody fault! I drove them apart.

KEENAN
Anyway, I'm sure Rob doesn't want to know all the details. 
Don't listen to him Rob...
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JOE
If I hadn't doubt her, if I hadn't planted the thought in 
your head!

KEENAN
Joe, come on...

JOE
No Keenan, I will never forgive myself! How could I think 
that a woman like Bashak could ever be unfaithful to you? She 
would never do that! 

(There is a silence. Keenan looks 
)at Rob.

KEENAN
I'm the idiot around here. I drove my wife away from me, 
because I didn't appreciate what I had...

( )Silence.

ROB
I'm really sorry...

KEENAN
Sorry Rob. I guess Joe is right, as you can see, things are 
actually not ok around here...

(Silence. Keenan goes behind the 
bar and puts things away. Joe 
picks up the paper and starts to 

)read again.

KEENAN (CONT'D)
Anyways, life goes on... Would you like a cup of tea?

JOE
I wouldn't if I was you, it's awful!

KEENAN
Like I said, you have to get used to drinking my cat's piss!

ROB
Oh no, thanks Keenan, I can't stop...

KEENAN
Hey how's the job? Any more news about your promotion?

ROB
Actually, that's why I'm here...

KEENAN
You got it! Congratulations!

ROB
No... I've quit my job...
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KEENAN
What? And the promotion?

ROB
I didn't get it so I thought it was time to change...

JOE
Do you have a new job?

ROB
Well no, I'm actually going away...

JOE
Away?

KEENAN
Where?

ROB
Well, I'm going to do some traveling...

JOE
Are you taking a holiday?

ROB
Well, not a holiday... I'm going to travel around, visit 
other places. See what's out there...

KEENAN
So you are taking a break?

ROB
Yes, I guess I am.

( )Silence.

KEENAN
Well, that's good news. Good for you mate. 

ROB
Yes, I had enough of work and so I decided to leave and start 
a new life... Away from my routine.

JOE
And what are you going to do about money?

ROB
I have some saving, then I'll get a job, somewhere...

KEENAN
So how long are you going to be away?

ROB
I don't know... A while...



95.

KEENAN
That's... Amazing...

( )Silence.

JOE
Why did you decide to leave?

ROB
I guess I just need to know who I am... Find myself.

(Silence. Joe turns away to read 
)the paper.

JOE
Well, a little immature if you ask me. You are not exactly a 
teenager to just take off like that.

ROB
That's the point, I need to do it now, before it's too 
late...

( )Pause.

KEENAN
Good for you mate. Are you going with someone?

ROB
No... Just me...

( )Silence.

ROB (CONT'D)
Anyway, I'd better go.

KEENAN
Will we see you again?

ROB
I don't know... I'm leaving on Sunday...

KEENAN
Sunday?

ROB
Yes, Sunday...

(There is a silence. Keenan looks 
at Rob. After a moment Keenan 

)breaks the silence.

KEENAN
Well, good luck to you Rob, we shall miss you around here.

ROB
Thanks Keenan, I shall miss you too.
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JOE
( )Without looking at him.

I won't.

KEENAN
You are such an ass...

JOE
What? It's true.

ROB
Well, at least you are honest.

( )To Keenan.

ROB (CONT'D)
Take care Keenan...

KEENAN
You too...

(Rob walks out. Keenan goes and 
tidies the chairs and picks up 
some dirty plates left behind in 
one of the tables while Joe picks 
up the paper and reads. After a 
few seconds Joe puts the paper 

)down and looks at Keenan.

JOE
It’s wired who things turn out. Both Bashak and Rob leaving 
at the same time.

( )They both look at each other.

LIGHTS OUT

SCENE 12 - MONDAY 6 AM - 2 MONTHS LATER.

(It's early morning and we can see 
Joe standing outside smoking a 
cigarette. The café has not 
changed except that the sign on 
the window now reads “Anar’s” 
instead of "Keenan's" Joe paces up 
and down and looks into the café. 
Keenan comes out with a tray full 
of muffins and ignores Joe. Joe 
looks at Keenan and bangs on the 

)door.

JOE
Come on Keenan, open up, it’s time!
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KEENAN
( )To himself.

Go away!

JOE
Keenan, don’t be like that! It’s freezing! Open up! I’m dying 
for a cuppa!

KEENAN
( )Looks up.

Joe, go away, it is far too early!

JOE
Come on man, what difference does it make?

KEENAN
Joe, we talked about it. We agreed you would not turn up 
until 6.30am!

JOE
( )Looking at his watch.

It is almost 6.30!

KEENAN
You really don't understand the concept of almost do you? 
It's quarter past 6, so go away!

JOE
What's 15 minutes between friends?

KEENAN
Seriously man! If you don’t go away I’m calling the police 
and accusing you of harassment!

( )Enter John.

JOHN
How long is he been there?

KEENAN
Today I think he slept outside!

(Keenan walks out to the Kitchen 
while John puts more stuff on the 

)counter. Joe looks at John.

JOE
Hey, John - come son, open up!

JOHN
You know I can’t, Mr. Anar would kill me!

JOE
Hey, I got you your job back, you owe me one!
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JOHN
No you didn't! Mr. Anar came looking for me.

JOE
Because I told him! Trust me, if it hadn't been for me, you 
wouldn't have a job!

JOHN
You always say that Joe, it’s not going to work. Last time 
you got me in trouble.

JOE
Come on! Have pity on an old man!

(Keenan walks back in. he looks at 
)John.

KEENAN
Well done boy, you are learning! And if he gives you the 
story about how he convinced me to take you back, it is not 
true.

JOHN
I know, he’s tried that one many times.

(Joe looks in and bangs again on 
)the door.

JOHN (CONT'D)
Look, it’s almost half past.

KEENAN
Joe, it hasn't even been a minute since I last told you it 
was quarter past six!

(Joe makes some coughing noises and 
starts to grab his throat and goes 
down on his knees. Keenan looks at 

)him.

KEENAN (CONT'D)
That’s pathetic man, seriously!

(Joe continues on his knees and 
coughing and trying to gasp for 
air. John and Keenan look at each 

)other.

JOHN
I don’t know, may be he does need help?

KEENAN
John, you need to learn that when we become old, we regress, 
we become like children again. He is just trying to get our 
attention.

(Joe continues even more dramatic 
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)now.

JOHN
Do you think so? I'm worried Mr. Anar, it looks serious. 
Shall we just check on him?

(Joe is now almost flat on the 
)floor.

KEENAN
Seriously!

(Keenan goes to the door and opens 
)it.

KEENAN (CONT'D)
So, are you dead yet?

JOE
( )Looking up.

I need a cuppa!

KEENAN
You are... Get up and come in for god’s sake!

(Joe gets up and walks into the 
café. Keenan picks up the post 

)outside.

JOE
Thanks Keenan.

( )Looks at John.

JOE (CONT'D)
And you, thanks for nothing, I could have died out there and 
you did nothing!

JOE (CONT'D)
Hey, come on, that’s not true, I did say you looked like you 
needed help.

JOE (CONT'D)
Anyhow, it’s nice to be in. It’s freezing out there! It’s 
going to be a tough winter!

KEENAN
Why are you up so early again man?

JOE
I just couldn't sleep, don’t know why. I think it is the 
weather.

KEENAN
The weather? Come on!
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JOE
What? I sleep less in the winter. Cold weather wakes me up.

JOHN
So what’s your excuse in the summer?

JOE
The weather! I can’t sleep in the heat either!

KEENAN
Seriously man, I’m going to go and buy you some sleeping 
pills!

JOE
Sure, but for now, just get us a cuppa! Please!

KEENAN
Yea, as if that’s all I have to do!

(Keenan leave to the kitchen. Joe 
picks up the paper and starts to 

)read.

JOE
So how was school yesterday?

JOHN
It was good thanks. You were right about that math’s thing, 
my teacher was really impressed!

JOE
I told you, you stick around me and you’ll learn!

JOHN
Good because today I have history!

JOE
Great, my best subject!

JOHN
Really?

JOE
Absolutely, that’s how I met my Vera! It was at university, 
during our History class. I was there and she was in front of 
me. She looked like an angel. She always sat at the front so 
she hadn't noticed me. I was trying to find ways to get her 
attention. Then the professor asked a question that no one 
knew the answer, except me! When I told him the correct 
answer, everyone turn to look at me in astonishment, 
including my Vera, and that was it! Love at first sight!

JOHN
That's nice but I just hope you know more than just that 
question!
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JOE
You cheeky bugger!

( )Enter Keenan with a cup of tea.

KEENAN
Here you go.

( )Joe picks it up and drinks a sip.

JOE
Ha! Best cuppa in town!

(Bashak comes out of the kitchen 
)with a tray with food.

JOE (CONT'D)
Thanks Bashak, I really needed it.

BASHAK
Only for you though, everyone else get’s Keenan’s cat’s piss!

KEENAN
Thanks very much!

JOHN
Well it’s true, even I make a better cuppa.

JOE
Yep, I have to agree with that!

KEENAN
Whatever! I'm going back to the kitchen.

( )Pointing at John.

KEENAN (CONT'D)
You, with me please!

JOHN
Yes Mr. Anar.

(They go out. Bashak continues to 
places things on the counter. Joe 
is reading the paper. He takes an 
envelope from his pocket and gives 

)it to Bashak.

JOE
I got it out of the mail before Keenan got to it.

(Bashak looks at the envelope and 
see that it is from Rob and puts 

)it in her pocket.
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JOE (CONT'D)
It’s from Rob...

BASHAK
I know...

JOE
He wrote to you before...

BASHAK
Joe, there is something you need to know...

( )She looks at the letter.

BASHAK (CONT'D)
I almost ran away with him...

JOE
But you didn't...

BASHAK
No, I didn't.

( )Pause.

BASHAK (CONT'D)
He went to find himself.

JOE
And I hope he does.

BASHAK
I wanted to find myself too, that's why I wanted to run away 
with him...

JOE
And? Why didn't you?

BASHAK
Because, I knew who I was...

JOE
Who are you?

( )Bashak looks at him and smiles.

BASHAK
Bashak Anar, almost 40 year old Turkish woman, married to 
Keenan, surrogate mother to John and Joe’s adopted daughter. 
This is where I belong, even if I become 40 something and I'm 
still making you the best cuppa in world! That’s who I am...

(They look at each other and hold 
)hands and smile.
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JOE
I'm glad you came back. Seriously that man makes terrible 
tea!

(The laugh. Bashak takes out the 
letter and looks at it and then 
slides it back to Joe. Joe picks 
it up and puts it back in his 

)coat.

BASHAK
Thanks Joe.

(Joe goes back to reading his 
)paper.

JOE
Anything for my girl... Anything.

(Bashak smiles and walks out to the 
kitchen. Joe looks up towards the 

)door.

JOE (CONT'D)
Anything...

LIGHTS OUT.


