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INT. DINNING/LIVING ROOM - EVENING

As the play starts we see Mel, Ted, Robert and Sally sitting 
around the dinning table having dinner. They are laughing and 
enjoying themselves. There are plates with the remains of the 
main course and 3 bottles of wine.

MEL
I cannot believe you actually said 
that!

SALLY
Of course I did, cheeky bugger!

ROBERT
And I was very proud of her. I have 
to say if I'd been there I would 
have kicked the shit out of that 
guy!

MEL
( )indicating Ted

Which is more that he would do for 
me!

TED
What are you talking about?

MEL
You wouldn't kick the shit out of 
anyone who was chatting me up!

TED
That's because no one chats you up!

MEL
Very funny!

TED
You think I'm joking?

MEL
You are such an ass!

SALLY
Anyways... I think it's time for 
Pudding, let me give you a hand.

TED
Yes, let me give you a hand too!

Ted starts to clap

MEL
Shut up you sexist pig!
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TED
Take it easy. It's a joke!

MEL
Well it's not funny! You are always 
coming up with your stupid jokes! 
You are a lazy sexist pig!

TED
And you are a moody hysterical cow 
who can't take a joke!

MEL
Oh, shut up!

TED
No you shut up!

Robert stands up and grabs Ted by the arm

ROBERT
Right, come on young man, let's go 
a have a ciggy outside.

TED
Yes, I think I need some fresh air!

MEL
There is nothing fresh about your 
filthy habit!

TED
It's about the only filth I get 
around here!

Robert pulls him towards the door.

ROBERT
Come on, move along.

MEL
And don't stab your stupid fag ends 
on the floor! I always have to pick 
them up.

TED
No you don't! I always put them 
away.

ROBERT
Come on...

Robert and Ted go out into a balcony. We can see them through 
the glass. They light up a cigarette and talk in the 
background. Mel picks up plates and takes them to the sink, 
as she does she drops one and breaks it.
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MEL
Shit!

SALLY
Are you ok?

MEL
Yes...

SALLY
Let me help you...

Sally takes the dustpan and brush and start to clear the 
broken plate. Mel continues to clear, she is clearly in bad 
mood as she is throwing things around.

SALLY (CONT'D)
Hey, take it easy...

MEL
Fuck! He pisses me off!

SALLY
Come down, he's had a few and you 
know what he's like when he drinks.

MEL
Yes, that's the problem, I know 
what he's like and I don't like it!

SALLY
Look, we've all had too much to 
drink, even Robert can be an ass 
when he drinks too much.

Pause

MEL
It's not just the drink Sally. He 
is always like this. He just annoys 
me!

SALLY
You do provoke him...

MEL
What do you mean?

SALLY
What I'm saying is that you are as 
bad as each other...

MEL
Oh, come on Sal, don't compare me 
with him!
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SALLY
Look I'm not comparing you, I'm 
just saying it take two to start an 
argument.

MEL
You don't know what is like to live 
with this ass hole!

Mel turns away and starts to wash up. Sally looks at her.

SALLY
Mel, I'm sure is not as bad as it 
seems...

Mel starts to cry.

SALLY (CONT'D)
Oh, come here love.

She turns her around and gives her a hug.

MEL
I'm not sure our relationship is 
working any more...

SALLY
Have you talked to him about it?

MEL
Not really. Every time we have a 
fight, which is almost everyday, 
one of us storms out, and then we 
just move on until the next fight.

SALLY
Well, it's not healthy and I think 
you should talk about it and work 
it out.

MEL
I don't know Sal...

She pauses.

MEL (CONT'D)
I think it is too late...

SALLY
What do you mean?

Mel doesn't answer.

SALLY (CONT'D)
Mel?
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MEL
I don't know if I still love him...

She starts to cry.

SALLY
Come on, this is just a phase you 
are going through, most couples do.

MEL
It's more than that Sal...

SALLY
Look, even Robert and I have had 
our ups and downs but we always 
come through...

MEL
Do you love Robert?

SALLY
Of course I do

MEL
That's the difference. You see, I 
don't think I do!

SALLY
Of course you do...

MEL
I don't think I've ever loved 
him...

SALLY
That's nonsense, you've known Ted 
all your life! Everyone knows you 
are the perfect couple!

MEL
We are not!

SALLY
Yes you are. And you will work 
through this. But you need to talk.

We see Robert and Ted come back in.

ROBERT
It's getting cold outside! You can 
tell summer is almost over!

He goes and gives Sally a hug.

ROBERT (CONT'D)
Warm me up baby!
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They have a hug and she rubs his back to warm him up. Ted 
goes to the cabinet and takes out a bottle of whiskey and 
some glasses.

TED
Right then gay boy, let's have a 
proper man's drink!

ROBERT
Oh no, I don't think I can take 
it...

TED
Come on, don't be such a puff!

ROBERT
No seriously, we have football 
tomorrow and we need to be in good 
shape.

TED
Shut up, you are having a drink 
with your mate!

He starts to pour the drink.

ROBERT
No Ted, please seriously...

MEL
Ted, he said no! And you shouldn't 
either, you've had too much to 
drink already.

TED
Oh for fuck sakes! 

SALLY
May be you shouldn't mix your 
drinks...

TED
You are all fucking boring! Fuck!

He bangs the table with the bottle.

MEL
Stop swearing!

TED
( )shouts at Mel

Stop fucking telling me what to do!

MEL
I'm not telling you what to do, I'm 
just saying...
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TED
Stop fucking nagging me!

MEL
I'm not nagging!

TED
You are - nag, nag, nag, nag, nag! 
Just leave me alone! I can drink 
whatever the fuck I want!

He takes the glass he has already poured and drinks it.

MEL
You are such an ass hole!

TED
And you are a fucking control 
freak!

MEL
Oh Fuck off!

As the argument gets louder Robert and Sally step in.

ROBERT
Right come on you two, stop it.

TED
( )To Mel

You fuck off!

MEL
You're a bastard!

TED
And you're a bitch!

SALLY
Please, stop it!

They stop.

SALLY (CONT'D)
Listen to yourselves! This is 
crazy!

TED
I didn't start it!

MEL
Oh that's right, it's never your 
fault!

TED
That's right so just back off!
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MEL
No, you back off!

They get very close to each other.

TED
I'm warning you! Get off my back!

MEL
Oh yea? What are you going to do if 
I don't? Eh?

Ted turns around to walk away.

MEL (CONT'D)
You don't even have the guts to do 
anything about it! That's what you 
are, a gutless little man!

Ted turns around to Mel and does a gesture as if to hit her, 
she covers herself. Robert hold Ted back.

MEL (CONT'D)
What? Now you are going to hit me?

Ted puts his hand down and leaves the flat. Sally goes over 
to Mel.

SALLY
Are you ok?

MEL
No, I'm not ok.

Mel walks towards the sofa and sits with her hands holding 
her head. Sally and Robert look at each other.

ROBERT
I'll go and see if he's alright.

He goes out. Sally sits next to Mel.

MEL
I can't take this any more...

SALLY
Come here.

She gives her a hug.

MEL
He tried to hit me!

SALLY
He is drunk, I'm sure he didn't 
mean it.
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Pause. Sally looks at Mel

SALLY (CONT'D)
I think you two need to sort this 
out, have a good talk.

MEL
I don't know if I have the 
strength, I just want to walk away 
from it all.

SALLY
You can't do that Mel, Ted is your 
soul mate, you've been together for 
ever. You are the perfect couple. 
Think about it before you make any 
irrational decisions.

MEL
That's the problem Sal, I have 
thought about it. This isn't just a 
fight today, this has been going on 
for a long time.

Mel stands and walks towards the balcony door.

MEL (CONT'D)
You've only noticed recently 
because we've been playing the 
perfect couple for a long time...

SALLY
Really?

MEL
Yes. For a long time we've been 
pretending everything it's fine.

She turns to look at Sally.

MEL (CONT'D)
Everyone wants us to be the perfect 
couple. Mum, Dad, you, all of our 
friends! But we are not!

SALLY
I think you are. You just need to 
straighten things out. Talk to each 
other.

Sally walks towards Mel and gives her a smile.

SALLY (CONT'D)
Why don't you take this weekend, go 
away somewhere and talk? Talk until 
you find what's wrong. You'll see 
you are the perfect couple.
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Sally holds Mel's face up.

SALLY (CONT'D)
Come on, you are Ted and Mel! 

Mel smiles back at her.

MEL
We'll see.

LIGHTS OUT

INT. DINNING/LIVING ROOM - THE NEXT DAY MORNING

The room is just as it was the previous night. We see Ted 
asleep on the sofa. He is dressed and has a blanket over him. 
Mel comes in wearing a robe and sleepers. She looks at the 
mess from the previous night. She see Ted a sleep on the 
sofa. She walks over to the kitchen sink and turns on the 
kettle. She starts to clear up some of the mess and as she 
does Ted wakes up.

He sits on the sofa. He is clearly hang over and not feeling 
well. He turns around and looks at Mel and sits on the sofa 
with his hands holding his head.

Mel gets a cup out of the cupboard and looks at Ted.

MEL
Would you like a coffee?

TED
Thanks.

Mel takes a second cup out. Ted looks at the mess around him, 
gets up and goes over to the fridge, takes out a bottle of 
water and drinks. 

There is a silence. Ted goes out.

Mel continues to clear the kitchen. Goes to the sofa and 
picks up the blanket and folds it. Picks up the remaining 
bits and takes them to the kitchen. The telephone rings.

MEL
Hello? Hi... I'm ok. He just got 
up. I don't know at what time he 
came in, he slept on the sofa... I 
don't know Sal... Too many things 
have been said... I know... I'll 
think about it, ok? I'll call you 
later... Thanks.

She hangs up. Goes over to the living room and see a picture 
frame on the floor next to the sofa. She picks it up and it 
is a picture of her and Ted, the glass is broken. Ted walks 
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in. She places the picture on the entrance table. Goes to the 
sink and take a dustpan and brush and cleans up the broken 
glass on the floor. Ted sits at the table. Mel makes a pot of 
tea and coffee and brings it to the table.

They sit there for a moment in silence. Mel pours the last 
drop of the milk into her tea.

TED
Can I have some milk?

MEL
We don't have any more milk.

He sits there. Takes a spoon and puts sugar in his coffee.

MEL (CONT'D)
Since when do you like sugar in 
your coffee?

TED
Since we don't have any mink.

They sit in silence.

MEL
Ted, about last night...

TED
What about it?

MEL
We can't go on like this...

TED
Like what?

MEL
Like this, fighting all the time...

TED
I didn't start it...

MEL
Ted please! It's not about who 
started it.

TED
You are always picking on me!

Mel stands up.

MEL
This is crazy!
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TED
What is crazy?

Mel goes the the entrance table and picks up the broken 
picture and puts it in the middle of the kitchen table.

MEL
Do you recognize this couple?

TED
What are you talking about?

MEL
Do you recognize this couple!

TED
I don't know what you mean...

MEL
This is Ted and Mel, the perfect 
couple! Did you know that?

TED
Are we?

MEL
That's what everyone says.

TED
Who says that?

MEL
Everyone, your parents, mine, Sal 
and Robert, our friends.

There is a silence. Ted looks at Mel for a moment.

TED
And?

MEL
Are we the perfect couple?

Ted looks away.

MEL (CONT'D)
Ted look at me, are we?

TED
I guess we used to be...

MEL
Were we?

TED
I guess...
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MEL
No, don't guess, you need to know 
for sure.

Ted looks at Mel.

TED
What do you think?

MEL
I don't know what to think any 
more..

She looks away.

TED
So you are not sure either...

MEL
I just don't know if we've ever 
been the perfect couple...

TED
What do you mean?

Pause.

MEL
I've done some thinking last night 
Ted. We've been together 15 years 
and right now I cannot recall why 
we are together...

Ted looks away.

MEL (CONT'D)
Do you?

He doesn't answer.

MEL (CONT'D)
You don't either. That's the 
trouble.

TED
What are you suggesting?

MEL
It's not what I'm suggesting, it's 
what we want to do about it.

TED
What do you want to do about it?

MEL
Stop throwing things back at me!
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TED
I'm not!

MEL
You are, listen to your self!

There is a silence. Ted stands and goes to the balcony door. 
He looks out of the window.

TED
May be we need time apart...

MEL
No.

TED
What?

MEL
No.

He turns to look at her.

TED
Why not? If we are having issues, 
we should separate for a while, 
think about things...

MEL
No. Time apart is not the answer...

TED
Then what do you suggest? Because I 
cannot think what else we can do 
about it...

Mel goes over to the main door, takes her keys out of her bag 
and locks the door.

MEL
Give me your keys.

TED
What for?

MEL
Give me your keys.

TED
They are in my jacket.

She goes to the entrance and takes Ted's keys out of his 
jacket which is hanging.

TED (CONT'D)
What are you doing?
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Mel goes to the telephone and pulls the cord out of the wall 
and wraps it around the phone. She goes and takes her mobile 
out of her handbag.

TED (CONT'D)
Have you gone mad!

MEL
Give me your mobile.

TED
I'm not giving you my mobile.

MEL
Give me your mobile!

TED
No I'm not!

She spots it on the entrance table. She goes and grabs it and 
takes the keys, phone and mobiles to the balcony and throws 
them out.

TED (CONT'D)
What the fuck! You have lost mind! 
What are you doing!

Mel looks at him then she goes to the table and sits.

MEL
We are not leaving this house until 
we have sorted this out.

TED
Are you crazy!

MEL
No Ted, I don't want to go on like 
this any more and time apart is not 
the answer to our problems. They 
say we are the perfect couple, but 
we can't see it. Well, we are not 
going to leave this flat until we 
have discovered why we are such a 
perfect couple.

TED
And how do you propose we do that?

MEL
( )Pause

15 reasons.

TED
You what?
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MEL
We are going to look for 15 reasons 
to stay together. One for every 
year we've been together.

TED
That's easy!

MEL
Is it?

TED
Of course it is.

MEL
Ok, name one.

Ted takes a moment to think.

TED
We both like going to the cinema.

MEL
Ted, I like going to the cinema 
with my brother, I don't want to 
live with him for the rest of my 
life!

TED
You said...

MEL
Ted, you are going to have to work 
harder at this If you want to be 
with me for another 15 years at 
least. we have to take a good look 
at ourselves and find out why we 
are together.

Ted looks at Mel and then looks at the picture.

TED
Ok.

MEL
Ok.

There is a pause.

TED
There is one problem though...

MEL
What?
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TED
We don't have any milk.

LIGHTS OUT.

INT. DINNING/LIVING ROOM - AFTERNOON

We see Ted hanging out of the balcony while Mel holds him by 
the trousers. He is pulling up a pint of milk on a string.

TED
Thank you Mrs. Gordon. Don't worry 
about the keys, we'll look for them 
later.

Ted takes the pint of milk to the table where there is a pot 
of tea and two mugs. There is also a large writing pad and a 
pen. They sit and Mel pours the tea.

TED (CONT'D)
Ah, thank god for that! One thing 
is coffee without milk, but tea!

MEL
I know, I can't stand tea without 
milk!

They sit and drink their tea. They both make a sound of 
satisfaction.

MEL (CONT'D)
You really love a good cup of tea 
don't you?

TED
I do, more than anything in this 
world.

He realizes what he has just said.

MEL
More than me...

TED
Don't be stupid. You love a good 
cuppa too...

MEL
I sure do.

He takes the pen and writes on the pad.

TED
Well, that's another thing we 
should add to the list.
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Mel looks at the list.

MEL
We have many things in common.

TED
You see, I told you this would be 
easy.

They drink for a moment in silence. Mel takes the pen and 
crosses them all out.

TED (CONT'D)
What are you doing?

MEL
It's not the things we have in 
common that should keep us 
together.

TED
But they help...

MEL
Sure they help. But they should not 
be the things that keep this 
relationship alive.

There is a silence.

MEL (CONT'D)
Liking tea is not the basis for a 
relationship...

TED
You are taking this out of 
context...

MEL
No I'm not. Ted, you and I have 
many things in common, we can make 
a list as long as my arm. But what 
we need to know is why we are 
together, as a couple, not as 
friends.

TED
What's the difference?

MEL
( )Mel looks at Ted

I was 5 when I first met you, do 
you remember?

TED
Yes, of course I do.
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MEL
You were such an annoying kid!

TED
And so were you!

They laugh.

MEL
But we became friends...

TED
We sure did. We had such fun 
together. I even got teased at 
school because my best friend was a 
girl!

MEL
We've always been friends, we don't 
need to know that. What we need to 
find out is why we became a 
couple...

There is a silence. They drink their tea.

TED
You know, I love my tea better when 
it's been in the cup for a while.

MEL
I know what you mean, the last bit 
is the best!

TED
Yes, you almost don't want it to 
end, you can see the bottom and you 
know it's almost over and you are 
wishing it wouldn't...

He stops. They look at each other.

MEL
I guess like our relationship...

TED
Don't say that Mel...

MEL
Ted, look at us, we've been locked 
in this flat for 6 hours and we 
haven't found yet one thing that 
keeps us together...

TED
But we have lost in common.
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MEL
We have many things in common, we 
are great friends, but the fact is 
we don't know why we are a 
couple...

Ted looks at his tea and drinks.

TED
We've been together 15 years...

MEL
Yes Ted, but that doesn't make us a 
couple.

TED
What is a couple?

MEL
A couple is two of the same. They 
are together because they go 
together, they complement each 
other, they are one of the same. 
Without one, the other cannot be.

TED
So you think we don't complement 
each other? That we're not the 
same?

MEL
It's not what I think, it's what it 
is...

Ted stands up and looks out of the window. Mel goes over and 
stands next to him. They both look out of the window for a 
moment and then turn to look at each other.

TED
What do we do?

MEL
We either come up with our list 
or...

There is a silence. 

TED
Would you like another cup of tea?

MEL
Sure.

LIGHTS OUT
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INT. DINNING/LIVING ROOM - EVENING

Mel is finishing cooking. Ted is opening a bottle of wine. 
The table is set.

MEL
I think this is ready, can you 
bring the plates please?

Ted brings over the plates from the table, Mel dishes the 
food and Ted takes them back to the table.

TED
This smells great!

MEL
Thanks, I hope you like it.

They sit at the table. Ted pours some wine.

TED
Cheers.

MEL
Cheers.

They drink.

MEL (CONT'D)
Mmmm, this is nice, what is it?

TED
Guess?

Mel takes another sip and then looks at Ted.

MEL
Is not, is it?

TED
Yep! Our wedding wine.

MEL
Oh my god, where did you get it 
from?

TED
It was in the cupboard, at the 
back.

MEL
I forgot we had it.

TED
Me too.

They drink and look at each other.
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MEL
We were saving it...

TED
For a special occasion...

MEL
I guess this is a special 
occasion...

There is a silence.

MEL (CONT'D)
Is this telling us something?

TED
What do you mean?

MEL
Our wedding wine, the last bottle, 
the end of something...

TED
No, I wanted us to remember our 
wedding...

MEL
I know you did, that's why I think 
it is telling us something.

They sit in silence.

TED
Mel, I know I've never been good at 
this sort of thing but, and it may 
seem strange I say it now. I want 
to tell you, I ...

MEL
Ted, please, don't...

TED
I love you!

Mel looks away.

MEL
Ted, don't say it...

TED
I know I've been an ass and a 
bastard at times, I know that. But 
deep down inside I really love 
you...
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MEL
Please Ted...

TED
What? I love you more than anything 
in the world! 

MEL
You've hardly said it before!

TED
Well, I'm telling it to you now, I 
love you!

He gets the pad and starts to write. 

TED (CONT'D)
That's number one in our list! It's 
what makes us a couple, why we are 
together...

Mel doesn't say anything. He stops and looks at her.

TED (CONT'D)
Do you?

She sits in silence.

TED (CONT'D)
Do you Mel?

MEL
Ted, I don't know what I feel...

Silence. He cross it out

TED
Shit!

MEL
Ted...

TED
No Mel, I know where this is 
going...

MEL
Listen, right now I cannot talk 
about love when I don't know why we 
are together, when all we have is a 
list of things in common. Ted I 
need to know why we are together, 
before I can think if I love you or 
not.
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TED
Love should be what keeps us 
together. If you love me, then you 
don't need a list to know why we 
are together!

MEL
Love is being together, true. But 
If we don't know why we are 
together how can you say you love 
me?

TED
Because I do.

MEL
Do you? Really?

There is a silence.

TED
Mel, we are made for each other.

MEL
Then help me know why we are made 
for each other.

LIGHTS OUT

INT. DINNING/LIVING ROOM - NIGHT

It's 3 am and we see Ted standing by the balcony door looking 
out of the window. The room is in semi darkness. He is 
drinking whiskey. Enter Mel, she is wearing her PJs. She goes 
to the fridge and takes out the milk. Gets a glass a pours 
most of the milk in it. Ted looks at her.

TED
We're running out of milk.

She looks at it.

MEL
Looks like it.

TED
I guess we are going to have to ask 
Mrs. Gordon for more...

MEL
Do you think is going to take us 
that long?

TED
It's up to you.
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MEL
No Ted, is up to us.

She goes and sits at the table. He turns to look out of the 
window again.

There is a silence.

TED
Have you ever noticed how peaceful 
our neighborhood is at night?

MEL
Not really, I don't think I've ever 
been up past mid night.

TED
It is, nice and peaceful.

Silence.

MEL
Ted, when was the last time we made 
love?

Turns around.

TED
Are you asking me?

MEL
Yes, I'm asking you.

TED
Not long ago...

MEL
When?

Pause.

TED
I don't know, some time ago...

MEL
It was a long time ago...

TED
Rubbish, we did it a couple of 
months ago.

MEL
We had sex a couple of months ago 
Ted, but when was the last time we 
made love?
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TED
What do you mean?

MEL
It's not the same thing.

TED
Yes it is, those are just technical 
terms...

MEL
Do you enjoy sex?

TED
What?

MEL
Do you enjoy sex?

TED
Of course I do.

MEL
With me?

TED
What a stupid question!

MEL
Answer the question!

TED
Yes I do!

MEL
Then why do we only have sex every 
couple of months?

Silence.

MEL (CONT'D)
Why Ted?

TED
Sometimes we are tired...

MEL
An other times?

He doesn't answer.

MEL (CONT'D)
Ted, we don't even have sex 
regularly...
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TED
So you are blaming me for it...

MEL
Why do you always do this? 

TED
Do what?

MEL
Twist everything I say?

TED
You are the one who is complaining 
we don't have sex!

MEL
I'm not complaining we don't have 
sex. I'm trying really hard to find 
out why we are together...

TED
Well, obviously it's not the sex...

MEL
And sex doesn't keep a couple 
together...

TED
So what keeps people together?

MEL
Making love...

TED
It's the same as sex, and we've had 
some great sex!

MEL
Yes, we've had some amazing sex in 
the past Ted. But I don't recall 
ever making love to you...

TED
That's bull shit! You are now 
looking for any holes in our 
relationship.

MEL
Am I?

TED
We've had some amazing sex, whether 
you call it making love or having 
sex, we've had some great sex!
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MEL
It's not the same...

Pause.

TED
I don't know the difference then.

MEL
I know.

TED
So it's my fault...

MEL
It's no one's fault. You can't make 
love unless you love someone...

TED
And your don't love me...

MEL
It's not just me Ted. It takes two 
to tango.

Ted goes to the cupboard and pours more whiskey.

TED
Well, that's your opinion.

Mel stands up and looks at him. She takes the milk and puts 
the glass back in the fridge.

MEL
I think we are going to need this 
milk.

Walks to the door and turns around.

MEL (CONT'D)
If you want to make love to me, 
I'll be in the bedroom.

She walks out.

LIGHTS OUT

INT. DINNING/LIVING ROOM - THE NEXT DAY

We see Mel sitting at the table. She is drinking tea and 
eating toast. Enter Ted.

He walks to the cupboard and takes out a plate and a mug and 
goes to the table.
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TED
( )pointing to the teapot

Is this fresh?

MEL
Yes.

He pours a cup. Mel looks at him.

MEL (CONT'D)
Since when do you drink tea in the 
morning?

TED
Since it's already made.

He takes a piece of toast and spreads butter on it. Mel sits 
there looking at him.

MEL
I enjoyed sex last night.

TED
Was it sex?

MEL
You know it was.

They sit in silence. Ted puts his toast down and looks at 
Mel.

TED
So, this is it...

MEL
Looks like it.

Pause.

TED
How did it happened?

MEL
What?

TED
That we ended here, today?

MEL
I don't know.

TED
We were the perfect couple.

MEL
For everyone... Except us.
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TED
Perhaps.

Silence. Mel looks at Ted and a faint smile shows.

MEL
We were coupled...

TED
You what?

MEL
We were coupled.

TED
What do you mean?

MEL
Everyone wanted us the be the 
perfect couple. Since we were kids, 
our parents wanted us to marry. 
They use to joke about arranging 
our wedding. At school, everyone 
thought we were a couple because we 
were always together. Then we went 
to college and everyone thought we 
were a couple and somehow, we ended 
together.

TED
It was at Sally's party...

Mel thinks about it.

MEL
It was indeed.

TED
You've had a few...

MEL
And so had you!

TED
Yes...

Pause, Tel looks at Mel.

TED (CONT'D)
You'd just seen that ugly guy you 
fancied cop off with Mary Baker.

MEL
Mike! Bloody hell! But he wasn't 
ugly.
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TED
Yes he was!

MEL
No he wasn't! I tell you what 
though, he was a bastard! And that 
Mary Baker was a little bitch! She 
knew I fancied the pants out of 
him! I was very upset, not so much 
because he didn't cop off with me 
but because he went with Mary 
Baker!

TED
So you needed comforting and I was 
there...

MEL
As always...

TED
As always...

MEL
And some how... We ended on the 
sofa...

TED
Kissing...

Pause. Mel puts her hand over her mouth.

MEL
Oh my god!

TED
What?

MEL
Our entire relationship is based on 
me being drunk and on the re-bound!

They laugh. They look at each other.

TED
But if you never loved me, why did 
you stay with me?

MEL
Ted, I've always loved you, as a 
friend.

TED
Just as a friend?
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MEL
Just as a friend.

Ted looks away.

MEL (CONT'D)
I'm sorry Ted.

TED
Don't be.

Pause.

TED (CONT'D)
Mel, you've given me the best years 
of my life, so I don't regret 
having been coupled. Without you I 
wouldn't have done what I have, 
seen what I've seen and enjoyed the 
last 15 years of my life...

Pause. She goes over to him and puts her arms around him.

MEL
Ted, you are also the best thing 
that's ever happened in my life.

She kisses him on the cheek.

LIGHT OUT

INT. DINNING/LIVING ROOM - 3 MONTHS LATER

We see Ted, Mel, Robert and Sally sitting at the table. They 
are laughing and there are empty plates and a couple of 
bottles of wine.

ROBERT
(looking at his watch and 

)then to Ted
Look at the time, we have to go. 
Tomorrow you and I are playing 
football!

TED
Whoever thought of playing football 
at 9 am on a Saturday should be 
shot!

SALLY
Can we help you clear up?

MEL
That's ok, I'll do it later, I'm 
not playing football tomorrow! Let 
me call you a cab.
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SALLY
No, don't worry. We'll catch the 
bus, it runs fairly frequently and 
I could do with the walk to the bus 
stop! I'm stuffed!

ROBERT
Me too, it was delicious, as 
always.

TED
Yea, It was, superb!

MEL
Thanks, it's a pleasure to cook for 
friends who appreciate food.

Robert and Sally get up and get their coats.

SALLY
Hey, while these two boys play 
football tomorrow, do you want to 
meet for some shopping?

MEL
I can't. I've arranged to meet mum. 
She wants me to help her with some 
stuff.

SALLY
No worries.

MEL
But let's do brunch on Sunday?

SALLY
( )to Robert

That sounds great, Honey, are we 
doing anything on Sunday?

ROBERT
There is a game on so if you go for 
brunch, I can watch it in peace and 
quite! 

SALLY
Great, brunch on Sunday then.

ROBERT
( )to Ted

Hey, do you want to come over and 
watch the game in my house?

TED
What a question! I'll bring the 
beers.
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SALLY
Not too many though, I'll be back 
afterwards and I want to find him 
sober!

TED
He'll be standing... Sideways!

SALLY
Ted!

TED
Only kidding.

ROBERT
Come on baby, let's go.

SALLY
Thanks again Mel, it was a lovely 
evening!

MEL
You are welcome.

ROBERT
Thanks Mel, and see you soon.

MEL
Thanks Robert and I hope you win 
tomorrow.

ROBERT
What do you mean? We will win!

MEL
Really? I know you guys haven't won 
a game in ages!

TED
Well, that's not quite true, we won 
last week!

SALLY
Yea, only because the other team 
didn't have enough players so they 
call the match off and named you 
winners!

TED
Still a win!

SALLY
(she gives him a kiss on 

)the cheek
See you Ted.
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ROBERT
See you tomorrow mate.

Robert and Sally go out. Ted and Mel look at each other for a 
moment.

TED
It was a lovely meal, thank you.

MEL
You are welcome.

TED
Do you want some help tiding up?

MEL
No thanks, I'm alright, I'll clean 
up later.

There is a silence.

MEL (CONT'D)
Do you want a coffee?

TED
No, I'd better go, it's late.

MEL
Ok.

Ted goes and gets his jacket. He stands by the door.

TED
Thanks Mel, it's great to see you 
again.

MEL
You too Ted.

There is a silence and then they kiss on the cheek and Ted 
goes out. Mel closes the door and leans against the door. 
After a moment there is a knock. She opens it and Ted is 
standing there.

MEL (CONT'D)
Hi.

TED
Listen, I don't know if you have 
plans but would you like to go out 
on a date with me, tomorrow night?

MEL
A date?
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TED
Yes, a date. I'd like to get to 
know you better...Not as a 
friend...

LIGHTS OUT.


