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1 A HOSPITAL ROOM

(We see a hospital room. In the 
middle a bed. Ben, 65 years old, 
lays there, eyes closed and does 
not move. He is dying. This is his 

)last hour.

(Next to Ben, on a chair, Julie, 
his daughter. She is 35 years old. 
She has her head buried on the 
side and holds his hand. She is 

)crying.

(We hear the beeping sound of the 
life support machine, it is 
constant and present throughout 

)the action.

(After a few moments we see Mary 
come in, she is Ben's wife, 60 
years old. She is somber but does 
not look as if she has been 
crying. She is carrying some 
tablets, goes to the side cabinet 
and takes some water. Walks to 

)Julie.

MARY
Here takes these.

(Julie does not react. Mary waits a 
)moment.

MARY (CONT'D)
Julie, please take these, the doctor said they will help you.

(Julie continues to sob by her 
)father's side.

MARY (CONT'D)
Come on sweetheart, you need to take these... now.

(Mary pulls Julie back. She is 
completely destroyed. Her eyes are 
swollen and she cannot control her 
sobbing. Mary holds her hand out 

)and puts the pills on her hand.

MARY (CONT'D)
Right, take pills please, you need to come down.

(Julie is not listening and just 
sits there crying, her hand 
extended with the pills on it, her 
other hand holding firmly to Ben's 

)hand.
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MARY (CONT'D)
Julie, please put them in your mouth.

(Mary moves Julie's hand to her 
mouth but the pills fall onto the 
floor. Mary let's go of Julie's 
hand and goes down to look for the 

)pills.

MARY (CONT'D)
For god's sakes Julie!

(Mary is on her knees looking for 
the pills. She finds them, stands 
up and places them again on 

)Julie's hand.

MARY (CONT'D)
Ok, let's try it again.

(This time Mary moves Julie's hand 
to her mouth and makes sure the 

)pills go in.

MARY (CONT'D)
Some water...

(Mary helps Julie drink water 
holding the cup while holding her 

)head back.

MARY (CONT'D)
That's it, good girl, swallow the pills, that's it... Well 
done.

(Mary lets go and Julie buries her 
head again next to Ben. Continues 

)to sob.

(Mary goes to the bedside table and 
places the cup back. Looks at her 

)watch.

MARY (CONT'D)
The doctor said you should take them every two hours... They 
will help...

(Pause. Julie slowly looks up to 
Mary who is not looking at her but 
reading the notes on the box of 

)the pills.

JULIE
( )through her crying.

How can they help?

( )Mary does not look at her.
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MARY
What do you mean?

JULIE
How can those pills help?

(Mary turns to look at her. Very 
)matter of fact.

MARY
I supposed the contain some sort of sedatives to calm your 
nerves...

JULIE
( )shouting.

They can not stop him from dying!

( )Pause.

MARY
The pills are to help you come down...

JULIE
( )shouting.

They can not stop him from dying, so how can they help me? 
How can I come down!

( )Mary goes towards Julie.

MARY
Come on Julie, come down...

(Julie stands up, still holding 
)Ben's hand.

JULIE
They cannot stop him form dying!

( )Mary tries to calm Julie down.

MARY
Julie please...

JULIE
They cannot stop him from dying, they cannot stop him from 
dying, they cannot stop him form dying...

(Mary holds Julie tight as she has 
a nervous breakdown repeating the 

)phrase.

MARY
There baby, there, come on, come down... Shhh now, it's all 
going to be ok, it's all going to be ok...

(Mary rocks Julie in her arms like 
a baby, as Julie repeats the 
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phrase and slowly starts to quite 
)down.

MARY (CONT'D)
There we go, that's it... Good girl, that it... It's all 
going to be ok...

(Pause. Mary stands there holding 
Julie in her arms. Julie holds 

)onto Ben's hand.

MARY (CONT'D)
Come on, let's take you to the sofa, come on...

(Mary tries to take Julie away but 
)she is holding Ben's hand.

MARY (CONT'D)
Come on, let go of his hand...

( )Julie does not let go.

MARY (CONT'D)
Julie, come on, you need to rest...

( )She tries to pull her away.

JULIE
No!

( )She pushes Mary out of the way.

JULIE (CONT'D)
No, I want to be by his side!

(Mary stands there looking at 
)Julie.

JULIE (CONT'D)
I want to spend his last hour with him!

( )Julie looks intensely at Mary.

MARY
( )after a moment.

I understand...

( )Julie shouts.

JULIE
You don't understand! How dare you say you understand!

MARY
( )calm.

Julie please stop shouting...
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JULIE
How can you stand there and tell me you understand? How can 
you look at me in the eyes and tell me you know how I feel?

MARY
Julie, I am not telling you...

JULIE
How can you stand there, as cold as ice, and tell me you 
understand!

(Pause. Mary does not say anything 
and then she moves to the 

)armchair.

JULIE (CONT'D)
You have not shed a tear all this time, you have not shown 
any emotion since dad was brought to hospital, you have just 
stood there, telling everyone what to do and how to behave! 

(Mary does not say anything and she 
)sits on the armchair.

JULIE (CONT'D)
What is wrong with you?

( )Pause.

JULIE (CONT'D)
Why are you acting like this? What is the matter with you?

( )Mary does not answer.

JULIE (CONT'D)
Talk to me!

MARY
There is nothing to talk...

JULIE
Why are you like this? 

MARY
Like what?

JULIE
Like this, heartless, cold, emotionless! 

( )Pause.

JULIE (CONT'D)
Why won't you cry?

MARY
What is there to cry about?

( )Julie looks at her in disbelief.



6.© Sergio Snyder 2013

JULIE
Are you serious?

( )Pause.

JULIE (CONT'D)
Mum, dad is in his death bed, we have been told not 5 minutes 
ago that he has an hour to live, tops. And you are asking me 
what is there to cry about?

MARY
There is nothing you or I can do to stop it. There is nothing 
anyone can do to stop your father from dying.

JULIE
I know that! Don't you think I know that? I am well aware of 
the fact that in less than an hour, my father will die! I am 
fully aware than in an hour, I will not have him any more by 
my side, that I will not be able to hold his hand, to hear 
his voice, to see him sitting in his chair watching the 
football on a Sunday, that I will not be able to see him any 
more eat his supper at night, that I will not be able to go 
for walks with him! I am well aware that my father is dying 
and there is nothing anyone can do!

( )Pause.

JULIE (CONT'D)
But that doesn't mean I cannot cry for him, that I cannot 
feel a hole inside me, that I cannot feel that something is 
being ripped away from me, taken away from my side, something 
I love and its part of my life! I cannot stop from feeling 
that in an hour I will have lost the most amazing man in my 
life!

(Pause. Mary looks at Julie and 
then looks away. For a moment 
Julie's face changes from anger to 

)sadness.

JULIE (CONT'D)
Mum?

(Mary stands up and goes over to 
)the window. She looks out.

JULIE (CONT'D)
Mum...

MARY
( )looking out.

They say it's going to be a cold night...

(Julie looks at Mary for a moment 
and then at Ben. She then walks 
across and stands behind Mary. 
They both stand there for a 
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)moment.

JULIE
Mum, why won't you cry...

( )Mary takes a deep sigh.

MARY
I told you, there is nothing to cry about.

LIGHTS OUT.

2 THE SAME HOSPITAL ROOM - IN BETWEEN SCENES

(As the lights come up we see Mary 
sitting on the armchair. She is a 
sleep. We hear the monitor beeping 
in the background. Julie is 
sitting by Ben's side with her 
head buried by his side, she is 

)holding his hand.

(The room is in semi-darkness. 
After a few moments the beeping 

)noise stops. There is a silence.

(Ben slowly opens his eyes and then 
sits on the bed, looks at Julie by 

)his side and stroke her hair.

(Mary has open her eyes and see 
Ben. She looks at him for a moment 

)stroking Julie's hair.

MARY
( )softly.

She loves that...

BEN
( )not looking at Mary.

It's the only thing that gets her to sleep...

MARY
Yes, it's the only thing...

( )Pause. Ben continues.

BEN
It's as if stroking of her hair gives her an inner peace...

MARY
But only works with your hand...

BEN
Really?
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MARY
Yes, it only works with your hand...

( )He turns to look at her.

BEN
I'm sure she likes it when you do it too.

MARY
Trust me, she doesn't.

BEN
I think you are exaggerating...

MARY
I'm not. Your touch is something no one will ever be able to 
replace.

(Ben turn to look at Julie and 
)stops stroking her.

MARY (CONT'D)
And she will miss it...

(Ben looks sad. He moves his hand 
)away from Julie.

MARY (CONT'D)
She will miss you.

(They sit there for a 
moment.Silence. Then Ben looks at 

)Mary.

BEN
Will you miss me?

( )Silence.

BEN (CONT'D)
Mary, will you miss me?

( )Silence.

BEN (CONT'D)
I guess not...

MARY
What is there to miss?

BEN
What do you mean?

MARY
What is there to miss?
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BEN
We were married for forty years...

MARY
( )loud.

What is there to miss?

( )Pause.

BEN
We spent our lives together.

MARY
What is there to miss...

( )Ben shouts.

BEN
Will you stop saying that!

( )Pause.

BEN (CONT'D)
There is a lot to miss... A lot. A whole life, forty years of 
my life!

( )Mary sits there emotionless.

BEN (CONT'D)
I gave you both my entire life, you where my world! 
Everything I did was for you and Julie. I worked my ass off 
to provide for you, to give you a home, to put food on the 
table. You had everything you wanted, clothes, jewelry, 
holidays. There was nothing either of you could ask that I 
did not provide for. There was nothing you could need that I 
did not give you. You had everything you ever wanted.

( )Pause. Mary looks at Ben.

MARY
Not everything...

BEN
What? You are unbelievable! Even now you still are not 
satisfied with what I gave you.

MARY
What you gave me was material things I cannot miss. 
Everything you gave me, the house, the car, the jewelry, 
those things cannot be missed because they will still be 
here... After you've gone.

( )Pause.

MARY (CONT'D)
So I ask you again, what is there to miss?
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( )Pause.

BEN
Me.

MARY
But how can I miss you?

BEN
What do you mean?

MARY
How can I miss you when you are gone?

BEN
What kind of a question is that?

MARY
What is there to miss about you?

BEN
Everything!

MARY
Ben, how can I miss you when you've never been there for 
me...

BEN
I have always been here for you, Always... I gave you 
everything you wanted!

( )Pause. Mary shakes her head.

MARY
That's the problem Ben, you may have been there physically, 
you may have given me all the material things I needed, but 
you have never given me what I wanted.

BEN
Not what you wanted? What else did you need to be satisfied?

MARY
Listen to yourself! Satisfied? You really have no idea...

BEN
No idea of what? We had a happy life together.

MARY
Did you think I was happy?

BEN
I know it was not always perfect, but we were happy.

MARY
How could you have known I was happy?
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BEN
Mary, I know you well enough to know you where happy.

(Pause. Mary looks at Ben 
)emotionless.

MARY
You don't know me at all.

BEN
What are you talking about? 40 years together and you say I 
don't know you?

MARY
You don't know me.

BEN
Nonsense!

MARY
You don't know anything about me...

(Pause, Mary looks at Ben and 
)stands up, walks to the window.

MARY (CONT'D)
( )without looking at Ben.

What is my favorite color?

( )Ben doesn't answer.

MARY (CONT'D)
Which is my favorite perfume?

( )Ben just looks out.

MARY (CONT'D)
What date is my birthday...

BEN
28th September!

MARY
29th...

( )Ben does not look at her.

BEN
You know I've never been good at those things...

MARY
You've never been good at those things because you never 
cared. You never cared to know me at all.

( )Pause.
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MARY (CONT'D)
What's Julie's birthday?

( )Ben does not answer.

MARY (CONT'D)
What's Julie's favorite color?

( )Ben looks down.

MARY (CONT'D)
What is Julie's favorite perfume?

( )Pause.

MARY (CONT'D)
You know those things well...

BEN
It's not the same...

MARY
You know them because you cared.

BEN
( )looks at Mary.

So now you are jealous of your own daughter?

( )Mary turns to look at Ben.

MARY
I'm not jealous of my own daughter! I'm glad you love her, 
you should, she is your flesh and bone! 

(She walks towards Ben and stands 
)behind Julie.

MARY (CONT'D)
You have never cared about me... You have never loved me.

BEN
I have...

MARY
No Ben, you've never loved me or care about me as a woman, I 
have always been your wife.

BEN
And isn't that what love is? Didn't we bowed at our wedding 
that we would love and cherish each other until death do us 
part?

( )Mary gives Ben a smile.

MARY
Yes we did... But you never have... And now, finally, after 
40 years, death do us part...
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LIGHTS OUT.

3 THE HOSPITAL ROOM, CONTINUE AFTER THE 1ST SCENE

(Mary is looking out of the window 
and Julie stands behind her as at 

)the end of scene one.

JULIE
Mum, I need to understand... I need to know...

MARY
There is nothing to understand.

(Julie goes over and turns Mary 
)around.

JULIE
Mum, look at me.

( )Mary looks at Julie.

JULIE (CONT'D)
Do you love dad?

( )Mary does not answer.

JULIE (CONT'D)
Have you ever loved dad?

( )Mary does not answer.

JULIE (CONT'D)
Answer me please!

(Mary walks away from Julie and to 
)Ben side.

MARY
He is your father and I love him for that.

JULIE
What does that mean?

MARY
You father is a good man. He has provided for us, giving us 
everything we have...

JULIE
Mum, what does that mean?

MARY
He worked hard all his life for us...

(Julie turns Mary with force to 
)face her.



14.© Sergio Snyder 2013

JULIE
What did you mean by you love him for that?

( )Mary looks at Julie for a moment.

MARY
Julie you father loves you very much...

JULIE
Please stop! Stop circling around and avoiding answering my 
questions!

( )Pause.

JULIE (CONT'D)
Do you... did you ever love dad?

(Mary looks at Julie and with a 
)cold look in her eyes answers.

MARY
This is hard for you to understand and we should not talk 
about it now...

JULIE
( )looks at her in disbelief.

You've never loved dad...

MARY
Julie, this is neither the place, nor the time...

JULIE
No mum, this is the place and the time. This is the time to 
discuss my parents apparent loveless relationship! This is 
the time, as my father dies, to discover that my parents did 
not love each other, that they did not care about each other!

MARY
Julie is not like that...

JULIE
Then how is it mum? Do tell! Because from where I'm standing, 
it looks as if I have lived a lie in the last 35 years of my 
life believing that my parents loved each other!

( )Pause.

MARY
We did... I did...

JULIE
You did?

MARY
When I first met your father I fell in love with him... Head 
over heals. That's why I married him...
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JULIE
How can you fall in love with someone and then fall out of 
love?

MARY
Easily. The first year of our marriage was wonderful. I was 
so happy, I couldn't have asked for anything more. But then, 
things changed. I became Ben's wife.

JULIE
What? I don't understand...

MARY
When your father and I married, I didn't know I was becoming 
just his wife. He was possessive and jealous. Your father 
become more and more demanding, a real sexist pig. "Makes 
sure dinner is ready when I get home", "why is the house a 
mess", and "lay there woman, I am going to make love to 
you"...

JULIE
Is that what he said?

MARY
Not in words, but actions. And for four years he pushed me to 
become a house wife, someone to serve him. He wanted me to 
give up my job which I was not prepared to do, so that I 
could stay home and look after him... He knew, the only way 
he would achieve this was by getting me pregnant.

( )Pause.

JULIE
Do you mean to say you didn't want me...

MARY
No, not at all, on the contrary, I was yearning to have you. 
I needed someone to focus my life on, to scape from the hell 
I was living in.

JULIE
If it was that bad, why didn't you just leave, divorce him?

MARY
In those days and in our families, you didn't just divorce... 

(Mary feels Julies cheek with a 
)soft touch.

MARY (CONT'D)
Then you came along and changed my life, and his. You became 
the reason for us to stay together.

(Pause. She looks at Ben on the 
)bed.
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MARY (CONT'D)
For a while things were good, you brought join into our 
lives, and I thought this was what we needed for our 
relationship. He adored you, and you became the light in his 
life.

( )Pause, Mary looks away.

MARY (CONT'D)
And I moved into darkness. I became just an object in his 
world, the person who looked after him and his "little lady" 
and my role as his wife, and your mother, was eminent, and my 
life became a shadow of his...

JULIE
It sounds like you regret it...

MARY
I don't regret anything, you can't. You make decisions and 
you live with them. I decided to marry your dad, and no 
matter what happened, I knew I had to live with that 
decision, to live with him.

JULIE
Sounds old fashion.

MARY
Perhaps... but the reality was that I had to learn to live 
with a man who only wanted me for my services, my purpose as 
his wife.

(Pause. Mary looks at Ben, Julie 
)looks at Mary and the speaks.

JULIE
All these years... You have never shown any of these 
feelings...

MARY
For your sake...

JULIE
Why?

MARY
What I felt for your father was not your concern. He adored 
you and I was not prepared to take that away from him, it 
would have killed me. No matter what he did, no matter what I 
felt, the important thing was to keep you both together, to 
give you the love I never got.

( )Julie starts to swell up.

MARY (CONT'D)
Oh my darling, don't cry, not for that. We did our job and we 
did it well, we gave you the best childhood you could ever 
want, the love you needed from both of us.
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JULIE
I feel cheated...

(She goes down and start to cry by 
)Ben's side. She holds his hand.

LIGHTS OFF.

4 THE SAME HOSPITAL ROOM - IN BETWEEN SCENES

(As the lights come up, we see 
Julie as she was in the previous 
scene. Mary is sitting still on 
the arm chair with her eyes 

)closed.

(The room is in semi-darkness. 
After a few moments the beeping 

)noise stops. There is a silence.

(Ben sits up, holding Julie's hand 
)and he strokes her hair.

BEN
My little lady...

(Julie looks up. Ben gives her a 
)smile.

JULIE
Dad...

BEN
( )indicating to be quiet.

Mum's asleep...

JULIE
( )Julie looks at Mary on the arm chair.

She can sleep anywhere...

BEN
Yes, she can. I don't know how she does it but she can just 
drop off anywhere.

JULIE
Even standing up...

BEN
Even standing up.

( )Pause.

JULIE
Dad, I need to ask you something...
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BEN
Sure, what is it?

(Julie lets go of his hand and 
stands up. She looks a Mary on the 

)arm chair then at him.

BEN (CONT'D)
What is it baby?

(She walks away from him and looks 
)out of the window.

JULIE
I need you to promise you will tell me the truth...

BEN
Of course...

JULIE
Promise!

BEN
Baby, I've always told you the truth...

JULIE
Promise me! Promise you will not lie!

BEN
Have I ever lied to you?

( )Pause.

JULIE
Just promise me, give me your word.

BEN
Look at me...

(She turns around slowly and looks 
)at him.

BEN (CONT'D)
Come here.

(She walks towards him. Ben takes 
)her hand and smiles at her.

BEN (CONT'D)
I promise you I will tell you the truth, whatever it is, I 
will not lie. I never have and I am not planning to do so 
now.

(Pause. Julie pulls the chair and 
sits next to Ben, holding his 

)hand.
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JULIE
Dad, do you love mum?

BEN
What kind of question is that?

JULIE
Just answer, do you love mum?

BEN
Of course I do. She is my wife...

JULIE
No, dad, do you LOVE her?

BEN
I just told you I do!

( )Pause.

JULIE
How do you love her?

BEN
You what?

JULIE
How do you love her, mum?

BEN
I don't know what you mean?

JULIE
Do you love her as your wife or as a Mary?

BEN
It's the same...

JULIE
No it's not.

BEN
Of course it is, she's my wife and I love her.

( )Pause.

JULIE
Do you love me?

BEN
What is this all about...

JULIE
Dad, do you love me?
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BEN
Of course I do, with all my heart! You are my life, my light. 

( )Pause.

JULIE
Would you have sex with me?

( )Ben looks shocked.

BEN
What?

JULIE
Would you have sex with me and love me as a woman, as a 
luscious 35 year old woman...

BEN
( )he lets go of her hand.

Julie, that is a terrible things to say, I'm your father! I 
have never thought of you like that... It's disgusting!

JULIE
( )with a faint smile.

That's the difference dad, I know you love me as your 
daughter, not as a woman.

( )Pause.

JULIE (CONT'D)
They are different types of love. So let me ask you again, 
and please tell me the truth... Do you love Mary? As a woman?

(Pause. Ben does not answer. Julie 
looks for Ben's hand and holds it. 

)He looks at her.

BEN
Julie, you mum is a wonderful woman, she has done everything 
for us, she has looked after us and given us her 
unconditional love...

JULIE
So you don't love her?

BEN
When you have been married for such as long time, love is 
something you don't think about. That doesn't mean you don't 
love someone, it's just that you have been together for such 
a long time, you don't think about it any more...

JULIE
So you take them for granted.

BEN
No I don't take your mother for granted. 
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JULIE
Really?

BEN
Of course. I have always looked after your mother and you, 
not questions asked. I don't take either of you for granted.

JULIE
I don't think you understand what that means...

BEN
What do you mean?

JULIE
Dad, what do you know about mum?

BEN
I know everything about your mum.

JULIE
What's her favorite color?

BEN
It's not just about knowing her favorite color.

JULIE
Then what is it about?

BEN
It's about... Being together, caring for each other.

JULIE
OK, so when was the last time you bough her flowers?

BEN
Those are material things...

JULIE
When was the last time you told her she looks good?

BEN
I don't know what that has to do with anything...

JULIE
When was the last time you told her you love her?

( )Pause. Ben doesn't say anything.

JULIE (CONT'D)
Dad, you promised me to tell me the truth, so I ask you 
again, do you... Have you ever loved mum... Mary...

(Ben does not say anything. He then 
)looks down.
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BEN
When I first met your mum she was the most beautiful thing I 
had ever seen. She was so young, so pure... She had something 
about her that bewitched me. I guess you could say I did fall 
in love with her...

JULIE
So you did love her?

BEN
I did. I never felt anything like it in my life.

JULIE
So the question still remains... Do you love her now?

BEN
People change. I guess we both changed...

( )Julie smiles. Ben looks at her.

BEN (CONT'D)
What's so funny?

JULIE
You still have not answer my question...

(They look at each other and Ben 
)smiles back.

LIGHTS GO OUT

5 THE HOSPITAL ROOM - 5 MINUTES BEFORE BEN'S DEATH.

(As the lights come up. Mary is 
sitting on the arm chair. She is 

)alone. Ben lays on the bed, still.

(The beeping of the monitor sounds 
)in the back ground.

(For a few moments, Mary just 
stares out. On the bed, Ben makes 
a slight twitch which attracts 
Mary's attention. She gets up and 
goes to his side. She looks at 

)him.

MARY
Not long now... 

( )She straighten's the bed linen.

MARY (CONT'D)
Are you comfortable? Julie's just gone out for a moment, 
she'll be back...
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( )She arranges the pillows.

MARY (CONT'D)
Let me fix you...

(She goes to the cabinet and takes 
out a wash bag. She brings it over 

)and takes out a brush.

MARY (CONT'D)
You want to look your best, in your last moments...

(She combs his hair. Then she takes 
the after-shave and sprays some on 

)him.

MARY (CONT'D)
I will miss that scent...

(She puts things away, takes the 
bag and puts it away in the 
cabinet. She comes back and fixes 
his clothes and slowly she strokes 

)his face.

MARY (CONT'D)
You were always a handsome man...

( )She lets a faint smile out.

(Then slowly she moves her hand and 
grabs his. She looks at it and 

)gives it a stroke.

MARY (CONT'D)
I always loved your hands... They are so masculine, so 
strong... I always remember the first time I touched your 
hand... It felt... So warm... So soft... Yet so powerful...

(She holds his hand embracing his 
)fingers with hers.

MARY (CONT'D)
Still feel soft, and warm...

( )She looks at him.

MARY (CONT'D)
I wish things were different... I wish we could have been 
like this... All the time....

( )Pause.

MARY (CONT'D)
Why did you change? Why did you become such a man... We could 
have been so good together...
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(She goes down slowly and gives him 
)a soft kiss on the lips.

MARY (CONT'D)
Ben, when I first met you, I knew I would be with you for the 
rest of my life... And I knew that because I fell in love 
with you. And that love I felt for you 40 years ago was 
unique, was true love. Cupid had stroke and there was nothing 
anyone could do, I was in love with you. I knew after that I 
could never love another, I could never look at an other man 
and feel what I felt for you. It was magical, it was 
beautiful.. So pure...

( )Pause.

MARY (CONT'D)
But you killed it. You actually managed to vanish that love 
from my heart. It was as if you had a chisel and you kept 
chipping away at it, strike after strike, and slowly that 
love began to disappear, to diminish, to fade away. Every 
action you took, ever word you said and ever day you pushed 
me aside, that mass of love began to shrink until there was 
nothing left. Until I felt nothing any more, until that love 
was dead...

( )Pause.

MARY (CONT'D)
And now the time has come to say goodbye, to say farewell. To 
get my life back, forty year too late... 

(She lets go of his hand and she 
walks to the window. She looks 

)out.

MARY (CONT'D)
I know there's still a world out there, I know that in a few 
moments I will be free again. I can do anything I want... I 
will be me again...

(Pause, the slight smile she had 
)has turned to sadness.

MARY (CONT'D)
But I know that in a few moments my world will change and I 
know that in a few moments I will miss you by my side...

( )She turns and looks at him.

MARY (CONT'D)
Because even after your death you will hunt me, even after 
you go I will not be free. Yes, you won't be around to shout, 
to give me orders, to push me around, but you will always be 
there, because you will always be there in my mind... 

( )Softly.
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MARY (CONT'D)
In my heart...

(Pause. She looks at him for a 
moment and then she walks back to 

)his side.

MARY (CONT'D)
I hate you Ben Jackson, I hate you for what you did to me! I 
hate you because you never loved me the way I did! But I hate 
you even more because... I cannot stop loving you, as I 
always did! You may have tried kill my love, but love never 
dies, love never perishes, love will always be there! And 
now, in this your final hour, you just lay there, as if 
nothing ever happened, as if it was all ok! And I stand here, 
before you, as I always did, your wife, your companion, and 
your soul mate! Despite everything, I don't want you to go... 

(She breaks down in tears and 
kneels next to him, holding his 
hand. She cries uncontrollably for 
a few moments. The beeping of the 
heart monitor slows down until it 
stops and then the sound of a flat 
line. Then, slowly, she looks up 

)to him and speaks softly.

MARY (CONT'D)
I will always love you...

LIGHTS OUT.


